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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST VOLUME.

THE periodical writer, at the close of every
volume, 1is expected to come forward like an aétor on
the dropping of the curtain, who, after making his
obeisance to the audience, discusses the plan and
exccution of the drama performed.

The success of the Naval Chronicle has exceeded
our expectation, and we take this opportunity of
returning our thanks in general for such extensive
patronage and support ; we also are greatly obliged to
those naval, and commercial correspondents, who so
early did us the honour of sending their valuable
communications for the work ; thus enabling us to
make known many papers, that would otherwise have
been irrecoverably lost to the public.

The principal branches, which the Naval Chronicle
is intended to comprisc, have now appeared; and
though it has not been in our power to pay an equal
attention unto all, we bave gndeavourcd to render
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each interesting and important. To these it 1s our
intention occasionally to add, DisauisiTioNs on
Suir Buirpine and MARINE ZoOLOGY.

Our Biographical Memoirs form a task of consi-
derable difficulty, which a sincere regard for the
Naval Charader could alone have induced us to
undertake. We beheld with pain the wide influence
of a calumniating spirit, that tarnished even the pages
of History, extending to characters beyond the tomb.
We beheld the nettle planted on the grave of many
a lamented seaman, and observed with sorrow that it
grew unnoticed ;—that all were rcady to adorn the
garland destined for the brow of victory, whilst equal
merit, if unsuccessful, was suffered to pine away in

obscurity, or was obstinately viewed in an unfavour-
able light.

With the hope of counteracting this evil, we have
published the memoirs of some of the leading cha-
racters of the British Navy during their lifetime ; that
a portion of plain truth might be recorded, and given
to the public, before the hand of dcath increased the
difficulty of gaining correct information, An account
of professional men, who have in any degree signa-
lised themselves during the present important period,
will naturally be sought after by the future historian ;
and unless some authentic documents are prepared,
beyond thc mere Gazette Letters of the day, the
falsehoods of the calumniator will be recorded as
facts, and the prevailing errors in circulation be re-
ceived as the real sentiments of the liberal and well
informed. A periodical work, if conducted on sound
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independent principles, has considerable advantage
over other publications ; since by means of its pro-
gressive appearance, opportunity is given for errors to
be noticed, and for their corrections to be inserted, in
the same volume.

Such memoirs, or anecdotes of naval officers as
arc sent us, whatever may be their rank, will always
be attended to. Our Chronicle is open to all the
gradations of the Navy ; and was never intended to
be confined to the actions of those who had attained
the highest elevation: —all who have trod the path
of naval glory have an equal claim to our attention.

The leading objects in this publication are, to
do good, and to give pain to no one; to render
justice unto those who deserve praise, and have ex-
perienced neglect ; to cheer the uniformity of which
the mariner so constantly complains, and to render
him sensible of the sources from whence much
amusement and instruction may be derived; and
also to enable the public to form a more correct and
enlarged idea of that profession, by whose exertions
Great Britain stands pre-eminent in the scale of poli-
tical importance. Such are the motives and principles
which dircét our labours; respecting their execution,
our countrymen must now judge for themselves:
As the great Master of the English Language forcibly
observes in the preface to his laborious work,—
“ Failures, however frequent, may admit of extenu-
ation and apology. To have attempted much 1is
always laudable, even when the enterprise is above
the strength that undertakes it. To deliberate when-
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ever I doubted, to enquire whenever I was ignorant,
would have protracted the undertaking without end,
and perhaps without improvement. I saw that one
enquiry only gave occasion to another, that book
referred to book, that to search was not always to
find, and to find was not always to be informed ; and
that thus to pursue perfection, wa., like the first
inhabitants of Arcadia, to chace the sun, which,
when they had reached the hill where he seemed to
rest, was still beheld at the same distance from them.™
—Such was the opinion of Samuel Johnson ! With
these sentiments, and with renewed spirit and rcso-
lution, we resume our labours; requesting those of
our friends who are willing to assist us by their kind
suggestions and communications, to send them before
the 20th of every month : we trust they will not be
deterred from conferring this favour upon us, by any
idea of their hints, or opinions, being in an unpre-
pared state for immediate publication ; since it is our
duty, not only to cull, bat to prepare them for the
sanction of that public tribunal, which we havc ap-
proached with deference, and shall always contem-

plate with respect.

Communications, post paid, sent to Messrs. Bunwey and Govn,
Crane Courty, Fleet Street, will be duly acknowledged, and at-
tended to.
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¢ The regards of our Country, though attracled by every species of
“ distinguished merit, must look with a rational preference to her
¢ Naval heroes, without whose axd the utmost efforts of profound
¢¢ Jearning, pohtical skill, or military prowess, would never have pro-

¢ duced the fantest gleam of her present prosperity.”
ROYAL REGISTER.

BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF
EARL HOWE. *

* Patient of toil ; serene amidst alarms;
¢ Inflexible in faith ; mwvincible in aims ™ BrATTIE.

THE Right Honourable Richard Earl Howe, the veteran
of the British Navy, is the second son of Sir Emanuel
Scrope, the second lord Viscount Howe, Baron of Clonawly,
who was appointed Governor of Barbadoes in May 1732, and
Maria-Sophia-Charlotte, eldest daughter to the Baron Kil-
manseck, Master of the Horse to George the First, as Ele¢tor
of Hanover.

Sophia-Charlotte, the Baroness Kilmanseck 4, of the house
of Offlen, wassister to the celebrated Countess of Platen, of
the German Empire. On the death of her husband in 1721,
she was created Countess of Leinster in the kingdom of Ire-

* Admiral of the Fleet, General of Marines, Kmght of the Garter, of his
Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council, and one of the Elder Brethren of the
Trinity House.

+ An account of this lady is given by Lord Orford, and Mr. Coxe, in hi¢
Memotrs of Sir R. Walpole, p. 83.

Wol, 1. 2
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land, and afterwards Baroness of Brentford, and Countess of
Darlington in England. She was a woman of uncom-
mon beauty. The famiiy of Howe were of distinttion
in the counties of Somerset, Wilts, and Dorset, for several
generations. The Manor of Langar, in the county of Not-
tingham, came into the possession of the family by the mar-
riage of John Howe, Esq. with Arabella, daughter of the earl
of Sunderland; whose cldest son, Sir Scrope, was created a
Baron and Viscount, and was succeeded by Scrope, the father
of the present Ear] Howe, in the year 1712.

His Lordship was born in, or near the year, 1725. He
lost his father early in life; who died March 29th, 17335, in
Barbadoes, after having been three years governor of that
island. At fourteen years of age his Lordship left Eton
School, to share whatever perils the squadron destined for
the South Seas, under Commodore Anson, mightexperience.
Even at this age, there was an hardihood and intrepidity
about the noble youth, that promised much ;

# Dainties he heeded not, nor gaude, nor toy ;"

and this probably induced his parents, to dedicate him to the
naval profession.

'T'he South Seas opened a scene adapted to his daring and
enterprising spirit; and we may easily imagine with what
youthful exultation he embarked, for the first time, on board
the Severn, of fifty guns, commanded by the Honourable
Captain Edward Legge *. His first voyage gave the young
mariner no inconsiderable idea of the various dangers, and
continued fatigue both of body and mind, which were an-
nexed to the profession he had embraced. On the arrival of
the squadron off TerraD’El-Fuego, a most violent and con=
tinued tempest reduced it to the greatest distress. The situ-
ation of the Severn was particularly desperate; the fury of
raging and contrary winds, forimmed a sea sufﬁcicntly tremen-
dous to strike the stoutest hearts with terror.  That fortitude
which his Lordship has since displayed, during a long yet

* Uncle to the present Earl of Dartmouth ; fifth son of William first earl of
Dartmouth.
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glorious career, was now first tried and confirmed. To use
the expression of a celebrated writer, ¢ he bore the blossom
and the fruit at once.”

Captain Legge returned to Europe as soon as his weak-
ened and dispirited people had recovered a sufficient degree of
strength at Rio Janeiro, where he was driven in by distress,
to navigate the ship. The next officer under whom our
young sailor was placed, appears to have been Sir Charles
Knowles, then commodore of a squadron # detached in the
month of February 1743, from Admiral Sir Chaloner Ogle’st
fleet, to attempt the town of La Guira on the coast of Car-
raccas. Mr. Howe, who was at this time about eighteen
years of age, served on board the Burford, commanded by
Captain Franklin Lushington ; one of the officers concerned
in the capture of the well known prize, the San Josef. The
squadron arrived on the Curacoa coast on the 18th of Fe-
bruary. The Burford suffered considerably in the action.
Captain Lushington, having lost his thigh by a chain shot,
died in two hours after he was landed at Curacoa, on the 23d
of February, 1742-3.

The tender and grateful attachment which our young
officer entertained for his captain, is pleasing to recolleét,
and must not be passed unnoticed. Being required to give
evidence, relative to the conduét of the Burford, at a court
martial, held subsequent to the ation; he proceeded in a
clear and collefted manner, until he came to relate the me-
lancholy death of his beloved and gallant friend. Though
possessing the strongest nerves ; nerves, which he has since
proved, are not liable to be affected by those passions which
often distract the minds, even of the bravest men; the keen
emotions of his youthful heart so overcame his hitherto
firm recital, that, unable to proceed, he requested the in-
dulgence of the court, until he could sufficiently colle

* This squadron consisted of the Suffolk, and Burford, of 70 guns; the
Assisstance, Norwich, and Advice of 50 ; the Eltham of 405 and the Lively and
Scarberough of 20.

+ Uncle to the present Admiral Ogle, whose son has the command of the
Meleager,
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himself. He then related, that Captain Lushington, having
his thigh shot off, continued giving dire@ions to his first
lieutenant, until he sunk down, fainting from loss of blood.
He was then conveyed to the cockpit.—I was soon sent, said
the young officer, by the first licutenant for orders, My dear
Howe, said the noble Lushington, on seeing him approach,
since 1 have been brought down, Ihave received a mortal wound :—
tell the lieutenant to use his own judgment, He was proceeding
to relate the death of his brave commander, when he again
burst into a flood of tears, and retired.

Soon afterwards, Mr. Howe was appointed a&ting licu-
tenant, by Commodore Knowles, and in a short time came
to England with his ship. His commission not being
confirmed by the Admiralty, he returned to his patron in
the West Indies, where he was made lieutenant of a sloop
of war. An opportunity here offered to display his a&tive
and resolute charadter. An English merchant man had
been captured, at the Dutch settlement of Eustatia, by a
French privatesr, under the guns and proteltion of the
governor; who disregarded the transaftion.  Lieutenant
Howe, unable to bear such an insult to his country, was, at
his own earnest request, sent with orders to claim her for
the owners; but not mecting with that reply which na-
tional faith, and justice demanded, he desired leave to go with
the boats, and attempt the cutting her out of the harbeur,
It was in vain that the captain represented the danger of so
adventurous an attempt. The ardor of this young officer
was permitted to operate; and the event shewed, that his
prudence in conduét was equal to the energy of his original
conception. The vessel was cut out, and carefully restored
to the proprietors.

In the eventful year of 1745, Licutenant Howe was with
Admiral Vernon in the Downs; whose flag, in the month
of August, was flying on board the St. George in Ports-
mouth harbour; but his squadron being soon afterwards
equipped, he removed into the Norwich, and sailed for the
Downs, where hc continuced, the intervals of cruising ex-
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cepted, during the greatest part of the ensuing winter ¥,
Lieutenant Howe was about this time raised to the rank of
commander, in the Baltimore sloop of war; which joined
the rest of the squadron, on the coast of Scotland, under the
command of Admiral Smith.

In the journal of the siege of Fort William, the condué
of Captain Howe, at this period, is thus recorded.—¢ The
Baltimore, Captain Howe, went up towards Killarndy
Barns, on Tuesday, March 1, 1746, in order to protet
the landing of our men. He fired several shot, and threw
some cohorn shells ; and set one hovel on fire; but could
not attempt landing, for the rebels were intrenched by
an hollow road or rill, and in great numbers. The Balti-
more’s guns being only four pounders, had no effet on the
stone walls of these barns, which the rebels had befare loop-
holed.”

Daring the cruise off the coast of Scotland, an aftion
took place, which stamped the charafter of Captain Howe
for ever, as a most able and intrepid officer. The Balti-
more, in company with another armed vessel, fell in
with two French frigates of 30 guns, crowded with troops
and ammunition for the Pretender. Captain Howe imme-
diately ran the Baltimore between them, and almost close on
board one of the ships. A desperate and bloody altion
commenced. After fighting with that singular coolness and
resolution, which have since so much distingunished his cha-
rafter, he was at length severely wounded by a musket ball
in the liead, and carried off the deck, to all appearance dead.
The anxiety of the crew for their young hero was however
but of short duration. With medical assisstance he soon
discovered signs of life ; and during the painful dressing of
his wound, cheered and encouraged the ardour of his
men. Scarcely was the operation finished, when he flew
again to his post, and was received with shouts of joy by

® Charnock’s Biog. Navalis, v, 3. Article Vernon.
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the sailors, The action was now continued with redoubled
spirit, until the French ships sheered off, leaving the Balti-
more in so shattered a state, that she in vain attempted to
pursue them. Such was the vestibule through which his
Lordship advanced to the temple of Fame. He was imme-
diately raised by the Admiralty to the post list of captains,
and, on the tenth of April 1746, appointed to the Triton
frigate, destined for the coast of Scotland.

Being ordered, with the Triton, to Lisbon, he there
found the Rippon commanded by Captain Holburne; who
being indisposed, and destined for the coast of Guinea, they
changed ships. Having visited that station, Captain Howe
joined his early patron Admiral Knowles at Jamaica, and
was by him appointed first captain of his ship, the Corn-
wall of 80 guns. At the conclusion of the war in 1748, he
returned with her to England; enjoying a character com-
pletely established for an high sense of honour, and every
principle that constitutes a brave and valuable officer.

In March 1750-51, Captain Howe was appuinted to the
command of his Majesty’s ships on the coast of Guinea, in
La Gloire of 44 guns. On his arrival at Cape Coast, the
governor and council represented to him the ill treatment
they had received from the Dutch Governor General Van
Voorst. Iustly indignant at their recitals; Captain Howe
prepared lis own ship, and the Swan sloop; and proceeding
immediately with them, anchored as near the Dutch castle,
as the depth of water would permit. In this situation he
sent a letter, by Captain Digges, to the governor general,
demanding immediate satisfaétion, in favour of the English
merchants, and a relcase of all the frce negroes who were im-
prisoned. The Dutch commander sending an evasive answer
to the first demand, and an absolute refusal to the second,
Captain Howe sent another letter to acquaint him, that he
should immediately execute his orders; which were to
distress those who interrupted the commerce of his coun-
trymen ta the ufmost in his power. Captain Howe’s
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vigilance in cutting off all communication with the Dutch
ships, soon reduced the governor to reason, when every
difference was finally adjusted.

Atthe close of the year 1751, Captain Howe was appointed
to the Mary yacht, as successor to Captain Allen, then
deceased ; but quitted this station in the month of May 1752,
on being commissioned to the Dolphin frigate. He was
soon afterwards ordered to the Streights, and employed
in many difficult services, which he executed with his usual
spirit.  In the course of the year 1754, he returned to
England ; and at the beginning of the ensuing one, ob-
tained the command of the Dunkirk of 60 guns, one of the
ships that were commissioned, in consequence of the appre-
hended rupture with France.

The government of Great Britain, roused by the intel-
ligence that a powerful armament was preparing in the
ports of Rochefort and Biest, which was destined for
America, ordered a squadron to be immediately equipped :
and towards the end of April 1755, Admiral Boscawen sailed
with eleven ships of the line, and one frigate ¥. But miore
certain and particular intelligence arriving soon after, res-
pecting the strength of the French ficet, which consisted of
twenty-five ships of the line, besides frigates and transports,
commanded by E. Bois de la Mothe, Admiral Holburne
was detached with six ships of the line, and one frigate, to
reinforce him 4. In this fleet Captain Howe had the com-
mand of the Dunkirk of 6o guns, to which ship he had
been appointed in March. The British admiral, with a view
to obstru& the passage of the French fleet into the Gulph
of St. Lawrence, took his station off the banks of New-
foundland ; but, under cover of the thick fogs, which so
commonly prevail in those northern latitudes, the French
commander eluded his vigilance. However, whilst the
British fleet lay off Cape Race, which is the southernmost
point of Newfoundland, and was thought to be a situation

* Smollett's Continuation, vol. iii. + Belsham’s Geo. I1. wol. ii.

3
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the best adapted for intercepting tlie encmy; on the 8th of
June at sun-rise ¥, the fog clearing up, there appeared
the Alcide, of 64 guns, and the Lys pierced for 54, but
mounting only 22, having eight companies of land forces on
board. These ships had been separated from the rest of the
fleet, under M. Bois de la Mothe, in the fog.

Captain Howe, with a press of sail, came first alongside
the sternmost ship, the Alcide, at twelveo’clock ; and, hail-
ing the captain, delivered his® ordefs, that he should go
immediately under the English admiral’s stern. Monsieur
Hogquart quaintly asked whether it was peace or war. Captain
Howe repeated his orders, and generously exclaimed, Pre-
pare for the worsty as I expelt every moment a signal from the flag
ships to fire upon you, for not bringing to. T he ships being now
close togcfher, Captdin Howe had an opportunity of seeing
the officers, soldiers, and ladies, who were assembled on the
deck. He on this took off his hat, and told them in French,
that as he presumed they could have no personal concern in
the contest, he begged they would leave the deck: adding,
that he only waited for their retiring to begin the aion.
Captain Howe then for the last time demanded that the
Frenchman should go under the English Admiral’s stern.
Monsieur Hoquart, still vehemently refusing, was informed
that the signal + was out to engage. He replied, with the
civility and sang froid of his nation, Commencez, s’il vous
plait! to which Captain Howe answered, §:/ wous plair,
Monsieur, de commencer! Orders to begm the aftion were
given by both nearly at the same instant. After the first
broadside, the most dreadful gréans, and screams, were
heard from the Alcide; every shot of the Dunkirk went
through, all her guns being double shotted with round
shot.  In about half an hour the Alcide struck to the
Dunkirk, her inferior in rate, guns, and men. Captain
Howe, perceiving this, gencronsly exclaimed, “ My lads !

* From an extract of a private letter then published.
* The red flag hoisted at the fore top-gallant-inast head.
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they have behaved like men, treat them like men !”—
The Lys surrendered to the Defiance, Captain Andrews.

Thus did Captain Howe strike the first blow of that
memorable war, in which the naval honours of Great
Britain were carried to an higher pitch than had been yet
attained. The Alcide had on board nine hundred men,
chiefly land forces. The general was killed. The governor
of Louifbourg, and four officers of note were taken ori
soners, with /30 000 sterling. We have inserted, an intz
resting letter, written by an officer on board the Dunkirk, to
give our readers a2 more corret and adequate idea, of this
memorable action ¥,

% Dunkirk, at Sea, Fune 13, 1753.

* & You know we sziled from Plymouth the zyth day of April We
spoke but with two shipstill we made Newfoundland, which was the 1st day of
June: where we cruised about to mect the French fleet. Oun Saturday June
the 7th we made a sail; and, as our ship 1s the best sailer, we gave chace, by
signals from the admiral. They made all the sail from us they could croud.
Our fleet followed us; but, as we sailed best, it came to our lot to engage,
which we had orders to do if they did not comply with our direétions. On
Sunday about noon we came alongfide the Commedore, a new ship of 64 guns
(the other two made sail and run away). While he spoke with us, our
captain ran so close to him that we were yard arm and yard arm. We had
tleared our ship for order of fighting; so had the Frenchman. Our captain
ordered him to go down, under our admiral's stern, to speak to him, which he
refused to do, upon which our captain gave orders for firing; but first ob-
serving a great number of land officers standing upon deck, in a very dangerous
place, generously warned them of the peril they were exposed to; and advised
them, as it was not their duty to defend the ship, ro remove ont of the way
before he began the engagement; which advice they accordingly took; and
then poured in a full broadside, and a volley of small arms, which he as readily
teturned : and so the pastime bepan, which lasted nearly two glasses, with as
much fury on both sides, as all judges of the fleet ever knew : when, to the
glory of the Dunkirk, she struck just as our fleet came up to us. The first
broadside we silenced three of her lower deck guns, and killed forty of their men,
and seven officers; which, with what we killed afterwards, made her an entire
slaughter-house. She had 700 men, and we had but 420, boys and all. We had
our first lieutenant wounded, and seven men killed, and about as many
wounded ; but she has trimmed our sides pretty well, for her shot has pierced
us through in a great may places. Our main mast is shot through, our main
top mast shivered, most of our sails so wounded we are forced to bend new
ones ; all our booms, spare masts, and yards, shot to pieces; our rigging, when
we return, must be all new; our barge znd yawl shot full of holes; we had
one shot between wind and water.

“ The Dunkirk’s guns, in the above skirmish, were all double fhotted every
sound ; and being yard arm and yard arm, did such terrible eseution, that the

&iol, I,
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It was about this period, that Captain Howe was haftily
awakened in the middle of the night by the licutenant of
the watch: who informed him in great agitation, that tlw
ship was on fire near the gun room. ¢ If that be the case,”
said this resolute officer, rising Ie:surcly to put on his
clothes, * we shall scon know it.”” The lieutenant flew
back to the scene of danger, and inftantly returning ex-
claimed—¢¢ You need not, Sir, be afraid, the fire is extin-
« guished.” ¢ Afraid I”” exclaimed Captain Howe, ¢ what
% do you mean by that, Sir ? I never was afraid in my life:”
and looking the lieutenant full in the face, he added; ¢ How
¢« does a man feel, Sir, when he is afraid? I need not ask
¢ how he looks.”

A well planned and vigorows descent on the coaft ef
France, being in 1757 * much desired, with a view to give a
decisive blow to the marine of that kingdom, as well as to
make a diversion in favour of the Prussian monarch, and the
Duke of Cumberland; a powerful fleet was ordered to be
got in readiness, under the command of Sir E. Hawke; and
Rear Admiral Knowles was appointed second in command.
On the 20th of September the flect made the Isle of Oleron ;
and then Sir E. Hawke ordered the vice Admiral to proceed to
Basque road ; to stand in as near to the Isle of Aix, as the
pilot would carry him, with such ships of his division, as he
thought necessary ; and to batter the fort, until the garrison
should either abandon it or surrender.

On the 22d of September, the fleet entered the bay called
the Road of Basque, between the islands of Rhée and Oleron.
About eight the next morning, Admiral Knowles in the
Neptune, with the Magonanime +, the Barfleur, America,
Alcide, Burfozd, and Royal William, made sail towards

officers of the Alcide could not keep the men to their quarters; and ran one of
them through in order to deter the others: but all would not do, the French-
men not liking such warm werk ; and Monsieur le Commodore himself, when
ke was brought prisoner on board the Dunkirk, told our brave Captain Howe,
That it was eruel to engage so very close 1"

* Smollett's Continuation, vol. iv.

"+ Taken in 1748 by ¢ic E, Hawks.
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Aix. Captain Howe in the Magnanime led the van*.
At half past twelve the fort upon the island began to fire :
but he continued to advance, without exchanging a fingle
shot; continually urging his pilot to lay his ship as close
to the fort as possible. He dropped his anchor under the
very walls; it was, however, near an hour, before the fort
struck her colours. 'The French pilot who was on board the
English fleet, being asked by a court of inquiry which after-
wards took place, why he preferred Captain Howe to lead
before any other ship, replied— Parcequ’ il est jeunc et brave.
Two squadrons by the latter end of May 1758, were in
readiness for sailing : the greater under Lord Anson, the
smaller under Commedore Howe. On the first of fune, a
day ausgicious to the name of Howe, the fleet sailed from
St. Helen’s; but soon separating, Lord Anson with the line
of battle ships, stood away to the westward, and proceeded
to block up the French fleet at Breft; whilft Commodore
Howe in the Essex steered with the squadron athwart
channel . The night proved so tempestuous, that one of
the store ships rolled away lier masts. About eight the next
morning, they made Cape la Hogue; the commodore di-
recting his course between the continent and the island of
Alderney. This channel is called the Race of Alderney,
on account of the uncommon rapidity of the torrent.
Commodore Howe was the first Englishmani who was
bold enough to sail with a fleet of ships through this dan-
gerous pass. On the 4th Commodore Howe came to an
anchor within three leagues of St. Malo. Next morning e
weighed before break of day, and stood into the Bay of
Cancalle; so called from a village of that name, where the
troops were intended to land. Having destroyed an hundred
sail of shipping and many magazines, the fleet next recon-
noitred the town of Granville, on the coast of Normandy.
From thence it moved towards Cherbourgh, when the troops

* Campbell's Lives, vol iv. New Ed.
+ Account of the expedition by an officer,
{ Vid. European Magazine, vol. i,
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were prevented from landing by an heavy gale blowing in te
the shore. On the 1st of July the fleet returned to St.
Helen’s.

This expedition was soon followed by another, in which
Prince Edward ¥, afterwards Duke of York, was appointed to
go, that he might form himself for the service of his country
by contemplating the many virtues of his brave and re-
nowned commander. Prince Edward arrived at Ports-
mouth on the 24th of July, and embarked on board the
Issex, Commodore Howe’s flag ship. He came from the
dock yard in the Essex’s twelve-oared barge, attended by
1.ord George Sackville, and Admiral Holburne. His Royal
Highness went through all the detail of a midshipman’s duty
with the utmost cheerfulness.

On the :ft of Auguft 1758, the fleet set sail from St.
Helen’s, and on the 6th in the evening came to an anchor
in the Bay of Cheibourgh. A few shells were thrown into
the town that night. In this expedition the town was taken,
and the bason totally deftroyed: together with all the forts
in the neighbourhood; and about twenty pieces of brass
cannon were secured on board the English ships. A small
contribution was levied upon the town. This seryice being
happily performed, the fleet set sail for the coast of England,
and anchored in the road of Weymouth, under the high land
of Portland,

Commodors Howe next sailed towards St. Maloes. By
his secret instructions he was ordered to keep the coast of
France in continual alarm ; to make descents and attack
any place that might be found praticable, between the east
point of Normandy and Morlaix.

Whilst the fleet was bringing to, the commodore with
Prince Edward, went off in his barge to reconnoitre the
shore  Assoon as the troops were landed, it became evident
that the design, however boldly planned, was impraicable.
The bay of St. Lunaire is so extremely rocky, that it was

* In June r759 His Royal Highness was appointed commander of the Phenix
a new ship of 41 guns, ?
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mecessary to separate the fleet from the land forces. The
commodore therefore moved to the more secure bay of
St. Cas, about three leagues to the westward.

In the midst of the carnage, which took place on the
retreat of t~e British troops from thence; in the midst of 3
fire that ftaggered the bravest seamen, Commodore Howe
exhibited a noble inftance of fortitude. He ordered his
barge to be rowed through the thickest of the fire; and
standing up, encouraged the men by his voice and attitude.
As many as his own boat could possibly contain were re-
peatedly taken in. The rest of the fleet, inspired by such
an example, shewed by their ations, that it was not given
in vain. About 700 men were by this means saved, who
would otherwise have been destroyed. It was a service
attended with the utmost peril and personal risk :—in several
pf the boats, ten or twelve men, out of twenty, were Killed;
and in one of them, sixteen with a lieutenant.

In the month of July in this year (1758), Commodore
Howe lost his brother, Lord Howe. That brave officer was
killed in the skirmish between the advanced guard of the
French, and the troops commanded by General Aber-
crombie, in the expedition against Ticonderago. ¢ Like his
brother, he was the first *,”” says the historian, ¢ to endure
hunger, and to support fatigue. His officers and soldiers
readily obeyed the commander, because they loved the
man. It adds, indeed, to the glory of such a death, and
to the consolation of his country ; that we ftill possess the
heir of his titles, his fortunes, and virtues ; whilst we tremble
to see the same virtues exposing themselves to the same
dangers 1.”

Commodore Howe, now about thirty-three years of age,
succeeded to the diftinétion and property of his family, At

* Dodsley’s Annual Register, 1758. See also the affedting address of Lady
Howe to the Freeholders of the County of Nottinghani on her Son’s Death,

+ An appropriate article, published in the public prints about this time,
antitled Ship News for the year, shews in what high ¢stimation Lord Howe
was always held by the nation at laige—* Remain in the harbour, with his
¢ Majeity’s ships, as per last, the True Briton, Captain Granby; the Friend's
¢ Goodwill, Barington ; and the HeART oF Qak—HOWE,
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this period he was Baron of Clonawly in Treland, and an
English baronet. On the 1oth of March (1758) he married
Mary, daughter of Chiverton Hartop#*, Esq. of Welby, in
the county of Leicester. His issue by this lady is Lady
Sophia Charlotte, married to the Honourable Pen-Asheton
Curzon, eldest son of Lord Curzon, who is lately dead;
Lady Mary Indiana; and Lady Louisa Catharine, marricd
to the present Earl of Altamont.

In the following year (1759) his lordship was employed
in the Channel, on board his old ship the Magnanime ;
having immediately on his return into port, removed to
Ler from the Essex. No particular oppertunity offered
to distinguish himsclf, until the month of November, at the
memorable defeat of the Marquis de Conflans. On his ar=
rival in England, being introduced to the late king, by Sir
Edward Hawke, his Majefty thus expressed his high opinion
of his condu&t: « Your life, my Lord, bas been a continued
¢ sevies of services ta your country.’

On the 22d of March 1960, he was appointed Colonel of
the Chatham division of Marines. In September, he was
ordered by Sir E. Hawke, in the Magnanime, with the Bed-
ford and Prince Frederic, to reduce the French fort on the
Isle of Dumet. It surrendered after a flight resistance ; and
a considerable expence, by this acquisition, was saved the
nation, in the article of transports employed to carry water
for the use of the squadron.

During the year 1761, no particular mention is made of
his Lordship out of the ordinary routine of service. In
1762 he commanded in turn with Sir Thomas Stanhope,
the squadron stationed in Basque Road, and off the coast of
I'rance. Towards the middle of the summer he removed
into the Princess Amelia, of 80 guns, having accepted the
command, as captain to his Royal Highness the Duke of
York, Rear Admiral of the Bluc; serving as second in
command under Sir E. Hawke in the Channel.

* Colonel Hartop, we belicve, was for some time Governor of Plymouth,
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Onthe 23d of August 1763, his Lordship was appointed
to the Board of Admiralty ; a station which he continued to
hold, through two commissions, until the 30th of August
1765. He was then made Treasurer of the Navy; and, on
the 18th of O&ober 1770, when he resigned this post, as
well as his Colonelship of Marines, was promoted Rear
Admiral of the Blue, and Commander * in chief in the
Mediterranean. He experienced no farther advancement
until the 31st of March 1775, when he was appointed
Rear Admiral of :he White ; and, on the general eletion,
which took place in the same year, was chosen member for
the borough of Dartmouth. On the 7th of December 1775,
according to the Admiralty List, he was made Vice Admiral
of the Blue.

We now come to a very critical and important part of his
Lordship’s life; his condu&t during the American war.
Mauch as we wish to dwell on it, we are obliged, from the
nature of our work, and the attention we have already paid
to this distinguished veteran, to be concise. Faithful and
upright as have been all his aétions; there was a time, when
3giiorance, or party rage, endeavoured to hurt his reputation
as a seaman, his honour as a man, and his loyalty as a British
subject.

His Lordship was nominated commander in chief of the
fleet to be employed on the American station, soon after his
promotion of Vice Admiral of the Blue. Havinghoisted his
flag on board the Eagle of 64 guns, equipped for him, he ar-
rived off Halifax on the 1st of July 1776. Everyenterprize {
in which the fleet was concerned, was uniformly successful 5
every undertaking, that was proposed by the general on
shore, was warmly supported by the flect.  The conquest of

* It was in consequence of this, that Lord Hawke, then First Lord of the
Admiralty, rosc in the House and said—" I advisi d .us Majesty to make the
« appomntment—I have tried my Lord Howe on important occasion:: he
¢ never asked me how he was to execute any service, but always w nt snd
« performed it.”

4 In 1771, Lord Howe's flag was flying on b+ ~y the Barlleur.

$ Charnock’s Bieg. Nav,
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New York, of Rhode Island, of Philadelphia, ofcvcry'se‘t-
tlement within the power or reach of a naval force, are 1rre-
fragable proofs of his abilities and attention.

In the year 1778%, France having become a party in the
war, in direct contradiction to all its dcclarations to our
court, D'Tstaing appeared on the 1ith of July, unexpectedly,
in sight of the Buitish fleet at Sandy Hook, with a large
force of line of battle ships in complete condition; and
this squadron was said to have no less than 11,000 men
on board. Most of the ships under Lord Howe had been
long on service, and were wretchedly manned, with no line
of battle ships of the present day. The terror, however,
of the British flag, and the very name of its noble com~
mandcr, staggered the resolution of D’Estaing, who con-
tinucd seven days inactive at anchor about seven miles with-
out the Hook ; until the exertions of Lord Howe had taken
their full effect, and the judicious, defensive dispositions,
which he had made, were completed.

On D’Estaing’s leaving the Hook, Lord Howe heard of the
danger of Rhode Island, and attempted every thing that was
possible for its preservation. He put to sea on the gth of
August, and arrived off the island the same evening. In his
subsequent conduct he determined to act on the defensive;
the safety of his whole fleet, and consequently of all the
British dominions in America depended on the event. Thus
with honour to himself, and advantage to his country, did
this distinguished naval commander bring the campaign,
with his powerful adversary, to a conclusion. With an
inferiority of force, which held out mere preservation as the
summit of hope ; he, by a continued and rapid succession of
the greatest possible exertions, masterly manceuvres, and
judicious measures ; having first counteracted, and at length
defeated, all the views and attempts of his encmy, obliged
bim to fly for refuge to those new allies, whom he came ta
preteci.

* On the 29th of Jaavary 1778, Lord Howe was advanced Vice Admiral of

the V'iate, and on the 19th of March was raised to the same rauk in the Red
squadron.
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At his return into port Lord Howe resigned the com-
mand to Mr. Byron, and came o England in the Eagle.
He arrived at St. Helen’s on the 25th of O&ober, and im-
mediately struck his flag.

On the memorable change of ministry, in the spring of
the year 1782, Lord Howe was advanced to the dignity of a
Peer of Great Britain, by the title of Viscount Howe of
Langar, in the county of Nottingham ; his patent bearing
date April 20th. On the 8th of the same month he had
been previously advanced to the rank of Admiral of the
Blue. He now accepted the command of the fleet equip-
ping for the relief of Gibraltar. The Britifh fleet*, with
its convoy, entered the Streights on the morning of the
11th of O&ober, and about five ¢’clock in the afternoon
arrived off the bay.

Respeéting this relief of Gibraltar, it has been justly said —
¢¢ That foreign nations acknowledge its gloiy, and every
future age will confirm it.  Not only the hopes, but the fears
of his country, accompanied Lord Howe. The former
refted upon his consummate abilities, and approved bravery ;
while the latter could not but look to the many obstacles he
had to subdue, and the superior + advantage of the fleet that
was to oppose him. Nevertheless, he fulfilled the grand
objets of the expedition; the garrison of Gibraltar was
effetually relieved, the hostile flect baffled and dared in vain
to battle; and the different squadrons detached to their im-
portant destinations ; while the ardent and certain hopes of
bis country’s foes were disappointed 1.”

Lord Howe returned from this expedition, on the 1oth
of November 1782, and arrived in safety at Portsmouth,
The corpoiation of London, in common council affernbled,
ordered an historical piéture of the siege and reliet of Gibraltar

* Vice Admirals Barrington and Milbank, Rear Admirals Hood and Hughes,
and Commodore Fotham, had their flags flying in it

+ The English fleet consisted of 34 ships of the liue :—the combined fleets
originally of fifty, A gale of wind which arese on the 1oth, drove six trom
their anchors.

{ Royal Register,

Tol, 1. D
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to be executed by Mr, Copley; as a teftimony of respett to
Lord Heathfield the governor, and Earl Howe commander
of the flcet, as well as the soldiers and sailors for their
gallant conduét. :

Peace was concluded almoft immediacely after Lord H‘cwc s
return. On the 28th of January 1783, he was nominated
First Lord of the Admiralty, which office he resigned to Lon
Viscount Keppel on the 8th of April following ; but again
succeeded to it on the soth of December in the same year.
On the 24th of September 1787, he was advanced to be Ad-
miral of the White. On the 16th of July 1788, he ﬁua'lly
quitted his station at the Admiralty, which he had occupied
so much to the satisfaltion of his country ; and on the 19th
of August following, was created an Earl of Great Britain,
by the title of Earl Howe.

In 1790, until the Queen Charlotte was ready, he
hoisted his flag on board the Vifory. On the 15th of
April that ship, which is become so renowned by the bril-
lant a&ions of its commander, was launched at Chatham,
in the presence of several persons of the first distinction, and
a numerous crowd of speftators. A naval prince of the
blood, His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence, named it
after ber present Majesty.

On the commencement of the war with France, in 1793,
his Lordfhip at the particular request of his sovereign,
accepted the painful and arduous command of the Western
Squadron. Powers, such as have been seldom delegated to any
commander in chicf, were wisely entrusted to his prudence.
By the short croizes whicli he made, the fleet was never
obliged to remain long in harbour to refit: but was con-
stantly ready to engage the enemy. He entirely altered the
signals then in use, for others more simple and perfe& ; and,
by the system he adopted throughout, prepared the way for
the glotious successes which have followed. Yet still, such
is the irritated state of the public mind, such a tendency
does it possess to murmur, and so perfe@ly ignorant were
the public in general of every thing relating to the nature
and :cal objefts of the Western squadron, that the very

3
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means which Lord Howe employed to insure, as far as man
could insure, a certainty of viftory, should the French fleet
put to sea, were ridiculed at home in terms painful to re-
colle&, and highly indelicate to repeat. At length the
moment arrived when such prudence and foresight, as his
Lordshiphad firmly resolved to exercise, enjoyed the glorious
reward which they merited. On the 19th of May 1794, hie
received the news, off Ushant, that the French fleet, under
the command of Rear Admiral Vallaret, with the repre-
sentative of the people, Jean Bon St. Andre, on board the
Admiral’s ship La Montagne, had left Brest.

The services which Lord Howe rendered his country, in
the month of June 1794, give an added lustre to the
evening of a life, that was carly dedicated to the defence
of Great Britain. We shall rather dwell on tle predomi-
nant features of this great event, than enter into a minute
detail of the aftion. Some parts have been misrepresented,
and others have been indistinétly confidered.

The bravery, and perilous situation of Lord Howe on the
2gth of May has been too much blended by the public,
with his distinguithed viéory on the firft of June. The
future hiftorian will be anxious to discriminate the various
efforts of this intrepid spirit; that by viewing them in a
separate light he may juftly appreciate their merit, and
arouse posterity to an imitation of them.

Lord Howe *, about noon on the 2gth of May, finding that
the signal, which he had made for passing through the enemy’s
line, was not clearly understood by the headmost ships, and
being impatient to close with the enemy, tacked himself,
at a quarter past two, P. M. and broke through the I'rench
line of battle, about six or eight ships from the rear; making
the Queen Charlotte the leading ship:

¢ His bark was stoutly timbered, and his pilot +
¢ Of very expert and approv’d allowance.”

* From the MSS. of an officer on board a repeating frigate.
+ Mr. Bowen, the distinguished master of the Queen Charlotte on this day,
since deservedly raised to the rank of post captain, addressing Lord Hows
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He continued 2lone on the weather side of the Frencn
Iine for a considerable time, cut off entirely from the rest
of his fleet ; and, heaving instantly about, stecd unappalled
on the same tack with the enemy . raking a French three
decker which had lost her fore topmast, and was edging
down mto the line.

The Bellerophon, who had tacked next in succession to
the Queen Charlotte, resolutely followed so glorious am
example; but could not penetrate the Freneh line, until she
come to the second ship, aftern of the space, through which
Lord Howe had passed : when bursting tlirough, she passed
80 close to her opponent, as almost to touch, and totally
unrig her; bringing down her top masts and lower yards,
w1th a starboard broadside ; and raking the one to leeward
at the same time. The Leviathan, with the rest of the ships
in the rear, also attempted passing the Iine ; but they were
30 totally disabled as to be cobliged instead te pass aleng
the enemy’s line to the rear.

From the 2gth at night, until the 31st at noon, a fog
prevented any thing decisive from taking place; at tervals
only, when .t cleared, could the enemy be discerned. TFhe
fog dispersed at half past one, and discovered the enemy in
a line to leeward, seven miles distant. Lord Howe imme-
diately formed the line; buat the Freuch ships keeping frons
the wind, prevented his closing with them. Seeing nothing
could be effected that night, his Lordship made the signal to
haul thz wind on the larboard tack. The enemy soon
after did the same; and then the English van was abreast
their centre. The frigates in each fleet were placed in the
middis, to observe the motions of their respeétive enemies ~
and the two fleets continued nearly in this situation during
the nighe. The English carrying more sail in order to be
abreast of the French by day light.

At length the eventful morning broke. The night had
ocen passed by the English in firm, yet calm preparation
frequently during the action by his title, was heard by the officers on beard

to receive from him this grateful and unimated reply + « Mr. Bowen, you call
@ My ford  and My Lord! - you your. ¢If deserve te be a prince !’
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for the approaching contest: by the French in drunkenness
and gasconade. At five A. M. Lord Howe made the signal
to bear down. At seven, being within three miles of the
enciny, the English fleet hauled their wind. Lord Howe
after making the signals, that he intended to pass through
the enemy’s line, and engage to leeward, and that each ship
was to steer for, and to engage, independent of each other,
the ship immediately opposed in the French line; his lord-
ship bore away for the Montagne, a three decker, in the
centre of the enemy. The Queen Charlotte for some time
desisted from firing, not being able to reach the Montagne,
which endeavoured to draw ahead. At this critical moment
Lord Howe, with his usual coolness and resolution, though
fired at by several of the enemy, set his top-gallant sails,
and dashed through the line, with tlie signal fiying for closer
a&ion. The engagement continued very violent until near
one o’clock, when the dismasted ships first seemed to emerge
from the smoke.

During the a&tion the sailors’ wives, who were on board
some of the English ships fought with the most determined
valour, at the guns, encouraging and assisting their husbands.
After the ation, seven ships * of the line were in possession
of the English ; one of which, the Vengeur, sunk almost
immediately on being taken.

The number of the respeétive fleets, after the detachment
from the English under Rear Admiral Montague, on the 4t
of May, with the East [ndia fleet; and the addition made to
the French, by Admiral Nyelli’s squadron, during the fog
of the 31st, was nearly equal. According to Lord Howe’s
fetter, dated at sea, Junc 2d, the French force, consisting of

* Le Juste, 8o guns; Sans Pareil, 80; L’Amerique, 74; L’Achille, 743
Northumberland, 74; L’Impctuenx, 74; Vengeur, 74—The Mont Blane, 745
the Montagnard, 74; and L’Audacieux, 74; were so completely disabled, as
to founder on their return to port, the one after the action of the 29th of May,
the others after that of the ist of June. The Revolutionaire was also captured
on the 28th of May. Captain Parker, of the Audacious, who was detached
from the fleet with her, would have had the honour ot bringing this ship inte
post, had not Admiral Nyelli’s squadron of pine {uil, five of them of the line
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26 ships of the life, was opposed to his Majesty’s fleet of 25
the Audacious having parted company, with the Revolu-
tionaire.

Never had two fleets, met i1 those, or indeed in any seas,
more resolutely determined to conguer, or to die. Vitory
or death was emblazoned in gilt letters, on small white silk
flags, which were distributed in different parts of the French
ships. The French flect was the strongest they had ever
brought to sea : and it was their firm intention, had they
succeeded, to have sailed immediately for the anchorage at
Spithead.—What a moment of national humiliation was
averted by British valour | Every thing that could possibly
tend to animate their sailors, even to a degree of phrenzy, had
beenordered. Brandy*, in very liberal quantities, was served
during the aftion between the guns; and some of the crews,
in a state of savage ferocity, mixing it with gunpowder, drank
in no very gentle terms destruction to Great Britain.

Among the false reports that have prevailed, respe&ting
this glorious action, is the fabricated story relative to the
patrioctic enthusiasm of the crew of the Vengeurt. We
have been told that at the moment the ship was sinking, the
air resounded with cries of Five la Republigue! Vive la
Libert: 7 &e. Such an account but ill accords with the squal-
lid and melancholy figures of those poor wretches, who were
rescued from a watery grave by British humanity. If they
uttered any shout, it was to thank their deliverers,

On the morning of June the 13th the fleet with the prizes
were seen from Portsmouth in the offing. Crowds of eager
speftators lined the ramparts and beach. 'When the Queen
Charlotte had come to anchor, a salute was fired from the
battery. About half paft twelve his Lordship landed at

chased him on the morning of the 29th, and recaptured the prize. The Auda-
cious, though harassed by the cnemy’s frigates, made her escape from a Very su-
perior force.

* From the information of officers who were in the a@ion.

+ Although the French colours in this ship were havled down befare she was
boarded ; the | nglish boats would not come alongside of her, until the French
had in the most unequivocal manner, shewed their submission, by hoisting the
Eritish Union above the republican colours.
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Bally Port, when a second discharge of artillery took place.
He was received on his landing with military honours and
reiterated shouts of applause, the band of the Gloucester
regiment playing, ¢ See the conquering hero comes !” It
was a scene that baffles description | The surrounding spec-
tators alternately cheered and wept.

Their Majesties, with three of the Princesses, arriving at
Portsmouth on the 26th, proceeded next morning in barges,
to visit Lord Howe's ship the Queen Charlotte at Spithead*,
His Majesty held a naval levee on board, and presented the
veteran commander with a diamond hilt and sword, valued
at 3000 guineas ; and a gold chain, to which the medal §,
given on the occafion is suspended. His Lordship also re-
ceived the thanks of both houses of parliament, and of the
common council of London, with the frecedom of that city
in a gold box. Lord Howe was obliged, on account of ille
health, to resign the command in the Channel, in May 1795 ;
on the 18th of March in the ensuing year, he kissed hands,
being appointed General of Marines, vacant by the death of
Admiral Forbes.

Lord Howe finally resigned the command of the Western
Squadron, in April 1797. Lord Bridport, who for some time
had afted in that capacity, succeeded to this anxious and fa-
tiguing service ; and Vice Admiral Sir Alan Gardner became,
in consequence, second in command. Thecondu& of Lord
Howe, during the mutiny in 1797 {, was as commendable
as it was arduous. The difficulties he had to encounter,
would aJmost baffle the exertions of the human mind. The
kingdom contemplated, with a degres of unusual anxiety,
this venerable charafter, whose head was silvered o’er with
age and long service, struggling at the close of life, to with-

# Lord Howe, with the genuine modesty of a seaman, nobly trznsferred the
compliments paid himsclf, to his crew, by saying with an emphasis that marks
his charader—* "Tis not ! tis those biave {cllows,” pointing to the seamen,
¢ who have gained the victory !”

+ How glorious would be an Order founded on such an origin, and devoted
entitely to naval merit. .

§ On the 2d of Junz 1797, Datl Tlowe was invested with thednsignia of the
gatter.
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stand the insidious artifice of the enemy, which threatened
to lay the proudest honours of Great Britain in the dust.
He felt humanely for those who wereinfeéted by the noxious
poison, and strove with parental tenderness in their behalf,
He stood like the guardian genius of his Country, between
the dead and the living, and stayed the plague.

Such has been, such is, and, in the contemplation of
distant ages, such will be, the Right Honourable Richard
Earl Howe :

¢ Alofte he bore
¢¢ The British standarde to that ruthlesse coaste,
¢« Where (Gallicke streamers deeply stain’d with bloode,
¢« Biav’d the indignant skie! there proudly conquer’d
¢ Oh, noblie done ! With laurel wreathe well grac’d,

¢ Nowe let the veteran chiefc seek calme retreate,
¢ Cheer’d by the radiance of his settinge sunne,”

-

-

Sir Scrope Howe, the first Viscount, grandfather to the present Earl, was born
in 1648; and created a Baron and Vilcount by King William in 1j01. He
was twice marized  First to Anne, sixth daughter to John the eighth Earl of
Rutland, and afterwards to Juliana daughter to Wilham, Lord Allington, of
Haisheath, in the county of Cambridge.

If the present Ea.l dies, without male issue, his Irish honours descend to his
brother Sir William Howe. The Englsh earldom, and viscounty, will be ex
tinct, and the English barony will belong to his daughters, and their heirs male.
The baronetcy descends also to Sir W, Howe.

Arms ] Or,a fess between three wolves heads, couped, sable.

CresT,] Ina docal coronet, or, a plume of five featheis, qzure.

SurrorTers.] Two Cornih choughs, pigger, beaked and membered, pulas.
MotTo.] Utcunque placueist Deo,

Cuisr Sear ] At Langar Cuftle,in the county of Nottingham,

Pl

DESCRIPTION OF THE ANNEXED PLATE.

Plate I. represcats the Queen Charkatte, on the zgth of May 1794,
upon the staiboard tack, uns ¢ double-eefed topsails, having led
thiough the French line of battle.

This view is supposed to be taken fiom +1 ¢ eastward, in order to
shew the extent of the enemy’s line, which is on the latboard tack.
The manner of passinz through it is exemplified by the Bellerophon,
Rear Adrird Pascey, whose ship is fiing on both sides, as she

passes. 'The Queen Chailotte and Bellerophon a:e taken fiom corw
sect shetches of those ships,
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NAVAL ANECDOTES,
DETACHED HINTS, RECOLLECTIONS, &c.

e e Rl
NANTES IN GURGITE vasTo !

Mo, L

ORD HOWE, on the 1st of June, observing a little
boy standing in a dangerous situation, and feeling
for his tender years, yet unaccustomed to endure the shock
of such contention as was about to take place, said to him,
“ You had better go below, you are too young to be of
¢ service here ”’—¢ My Lord,” replied the blushing boy,
¢ what would my father say, if I was not to remain upon

¢ deck during action

NaMmes of the Orricers killed in the A&ion with the

French Fleety on the 2gth and zoth of May, and on

Fune 1st, 1794,
Ships Names.
Royal Sovereign,
Marlborough,
Defence,

Impregnable,

T'remendous,

Queen Charlette,

Queen,
Royal Gearge,

Montagu,
Glory,

Brunswick,

Oﬁceﬂ Names.
Mr. W, Ivey,
Abr. Nelson,
William W ebster,
John Fitzpatiick,
David Caird,
Trancis Ross,

R. Rawlence,
Johin Neville,
William Mitchell,
George Heigham,
John Hughes,

James Montagu, Esq.

George Metealfe,
David Greig,
Alexander Saunders,
Thomas Dalton,
James Lucas,

Rank.
Midshipran,
Ditto.

Master.

PBoatswain,

Master.

First Lieutenant.
Seventh ditto.
Lieut, Queen’s Reg,
Master.

Eighth Lieutenant.
Midshipman,
Captain.

Master.
Midshipman.

Capt. 2gth Reg.
Master’s Mate.
Midshipman.

Captain John Harvey of the Brunswick, and Captain Hutt of the
Queen, both died on the gath of June, in consequence of the wounds
they received in this aftion.

Wanl. 1.

E
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LisT of FrLac Orricers in the FLEET, on the First of
Fune 1794, _
Right Honourable Richard Earl Howe, Commander in Chief,
Thomas Graves, Vice Admiral of the Red.
Sir Alexander Hood, K. B. Ditto.
George Bowyer, Rear Admiral of the White.
Benjamin Caldwell, Ditto,
Alan Gardner, Ditto.
Thomas Pasley, Ditto.
Sir Roger Curtis, First Captain to the Commander in Chief.

Brrtis LiNe oF BaTTLE given by Lord Howe on sailing
from §t. Helew’s, May 2d, 1794.

Riger. 32,

Ships Names,
([ Casar

Bellerophon

Leviathan
Russel
Marlborough

Hon A. K. Legge, 4 Royal Sovereign

Repeater.

1 atona, 32,

G.'| hornborough.

Phacton, 38,
W. Bentinck.

Southampton, g2, Queen Charlotte

Hon. R. Forbes.

Venus®, 32
W. Brown.

Pegasus, 28,
R. Barlow,
tepeater.

Aquilon, 12,

Hon K. stoplord, 3

Poprater,

l Audacious
Defence

Impregnable

Tremendous
r_l";'u”n‘!d':‘n
invincible

Barfleur

Arrogant*
Theseus*®
Gibraltar

Brunswick
Valiant
Orion

Queen

[ Genges*

Ramillies
[Bellona'

Alfred
1 Raoyal George
Montagu
Majestic
Glory
! Helor*

i Alexander®
L'l hunderer

Guns
8o

74

74
74
74

102
74
74
90
74

74
74

93
74

74
80

100

74
74
74

g8
74
74
74
74

190

74
T4
9(.)
74

74
4

Caﬁafn!.

Capt, Anthony IIames Pye Molloy.
Rear Admiral T, Pasley.

g Capt. William Hope.

Right Hon. Lord Hugh Seymour.

Capt. John Willet Payne.

Hon. George Berkeley.

g Admiral T. Graves
Capt. Nichells.

Capt, William Parker.

Capt, James Gambier.

§ Rear Admiral B. Caldwell,
Capt. George B. Westcott.

Capt. James Pigott.

Capt. Isaac bchomberg.

Hon. Thomas Pakenham.

g Rear Admiral G. Bowyer.
Capt. Cuthbert Collingwood.

Capt. J. Hawkins Whitshed,

Capt. R. Calder.

Capt. T. Mackenzie.
Admiral Earl Howe.
Capt. Sir Roger Curtis, Knt.
Capt. Sir And. 5nape Douglas, Kt.

Capt John Haivey.

Capt Thomas Pringle.

Capt. John Thomas Duckworth.

z Rear Admiral Alan Gardner.
Capt. John Hute.

Capt. Truscott,

Capt. Henry Harvey.

Cupt. George Wilson.

Capt. John Bazely.
Admiral 8ir Alex. Hood, K. B.
Capt. William Domett.,

Capt. James Montagu.

Capt. Charles Catton.

Capt. John Elphinstone.

3 Rear Admiral G. Montague,
Capt. L. W. Halsted.

Capt. Richard Rodney Bligh.

Capt. Albemarle Bertie,

* Thzse enips were detached to convey the East India flect on the 4th of May.
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Orricers of the Queen CHARLOTTE.
Sir Andrew 8. Douglas - = Captain.
John Cochet - - - - First Lieutenant.
Thomas Larcom - - - - Second ditto.
Walter Lock - - - - ‘Third ditto.
Richard Rusdell - - - - Fourth ditto.
Bernard Hale - - - - Fifth ditto.
Henry Raper . - - - Seventh ditto,
Richard Bagot - = - - Eighth ditte.
Edward Codrington - - . Ninth ditto.
James M Farlane - - - . Acting dittte.
James Bowen - - - Master.
John Isaac - - - - - Capt. 2d Reg.

ExTrACT from the curious Journal kept by Jean Bow
St. Anpre. It forms a scriking contrast with the
modest recital of the English commander, and strongly
marks the character of the French: we have therefore
given it in the orig nal,
¢ Le 13 Praireal (premier Juin) armee Angloise parut an vent

a nous sur la ligne de front, faisant porter vent arriére sur 'armee dela

République ; elle prit ensuite les amures 4 babord, et manceuvra pour

nous attaquer ; elle etoit formee allors de 28 vaisseaux de ligne, et 'on

appercut qu'ils en avoient encore quelques-uns au vent, formant un
corps de reserve : le capitaine de la frégate Ja Proserpine nous a assure
en avoir compté 34 en tout, dont § i trois ponts.

¢ Nous étions néanmoins pretsa les recevoir,  L'attaque commenca
vers les neuf heores du matin ; notre avant-garde fit feu beaucoup trop
6t ; elle n'attendit ni les ordres du généval, ni de voir ennemi 2 sa
portée.

¢ Le combat €toit engagé, et il étoit trds-vif: on se batttoit de
part et d’autre avec chaleur, lorsqu’une manceuvre mal-adroite du
capitaine Gassin, commandant le vaissean /e Facobin, causa le plus
grand désordre.  Ce vaisseau étoit de larriére du général; le ca.
pitaine, en avangant trop sur nous, laissa un vaide dans la ligne ;

il sappergut trop tard de sa faute; il mit son grand huaier sur le

mét, mais il se trouvoit engagé, sous le vent 4 nous ; et la vérité est,

qu’il ne savoit plus ce qu’il faisoit.  L’Amiral Anglois, qui ¢’ap-

pergut de son embarras, voulut en profiter: 1l laissa arriver sur /o

Montagne, dans I'intention de couper da ligne dexriere ce vaisseau; ce

qu'il fit en effet,
¢ La faute pouvoit étre réparée, et Pon pouvoit aisément fairc

tourner contre I’ Amiral Anglois, sa propre imprudence,  Si/e Facobin
1
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avoit arrive vent arridre, il laissoit au vaisseau ennemi, tout Ia fac.ﬂfté
de prolonger /a Montagne 3 stribord, et revenant ensuite au vent, il le
Placon entre deux feux. IL’ordre d’arriver lui fut donné au porte-
voix par plusieurs personnes: j'allai moi-méme sur la galerie, pour le
lui transmectre 3 et ce fut en le lui donnant, que le Citoyen Bazire,
capitaine de pavillon du Général, fut atteint d’un boulet, dont il
mourut quelques heures aprcs. Cependant o Facobin n’arrivoit pomt;
et ’Amiral Anglois, qui nous en vouloit principalement, aprés avoir
liché sa bordée de stribord sur £ Achille, enfila par la hanche le vaisseau
la Montagne, et lui fit un mal affreux. Cent hommes au moins ont
été tués par ces décharges meurtriéres, et Parriére du vaisseau en 2
beaucoup souffert. Nous avions le feu de I'ennemi, &t nous ne pou-
vions pas le lui rendre, crainte de tirer sur un de nos vaisseau ; ce-
pendant nous piimes enfin arriver, et nous présentimes le cOté a
I’ Amiral Anglois, qui ne put pas le soutenir long-temps, et qui se
retira déméte de son mit d’artimon et de son grand mat, Dans ce
moment nous étions entourés de § 3 6 vaisseau ; nous faisions fen
des deux bords ; nous couldmes un vaisseau ennemi au vent, €t tous
ceux qui nous approchérent furent tres.maltraités.

¢¢ Le combat étoit horrible: les armées éroient mélées et confon-
dues ; on se battoit 4 la portée du pistolet, avec un acharnement
dont on n'a jamais vu d’exemple. Les tourbillons de fumée em-
péchoient de voir autour de soi ce qui s¢ passoit ; et nos frégates
nous ont rapporté que Ja Mentagne avoit été pendant deux heurs in-
visible 4 leurs yeux, ct qu’elles ne la rallioient quau bruit de sa formi-
dable artilleric.”

DiMENsions of the Frewven Sures of the Ling, taken on
the First of Fune 1794,

z Lerath of |Length of
Ships Names. Guns.| Dech. ¥tel.  [Breadth.| Depth. | Tons.

Sans Iareille - 1841 193,77 159 | 516 | 234 | 2347
le Juste - -1 84 1 193,7 | 159,6 | 503 { 226 | 2144
L Anverique - i &g | 182 149 | 487 | 2x7 | 1884
L'Impetueux - - | 84 | 182 149,1 | 488 | 218 | 1878
Le Northumberland - | 74 | 178 | 145,4 | 483 | 211 | 1801
L’Achille - - -] 74 | 198 145,6 | 482 | 212 | 1799

FLacs * worn on the First of Fune 1794.

The Queen Charlotte - - . Union at the main,
The Royal Sovereign - - - White at the main.
The Royal George = - - Blue at the main.
The Barfleur - - - = Red at the fore.
The Impregnable - - - White at the forc.
‘The Queen - - - = Blue at the fore.
The Lellerophon - - - - White at the mizen.

# Ry order of the Commander in Chief, the Fleet on the 1st of June carried
Ied it s,
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LORD NELSON.

At the latter end of last year, this gallant officer received
a pension of a thousand pounds per annum, in consequence,
as was said, of the loss of his arm, but in fact as a small re-
compence for a whole life of danger, hardship, enterprise,
and service. Previous to the issuing of the grant, a positive
custom required, that he should distinétly state his services
to his Majesty. The following is the Memot.:al which was
delivered in upon the occasion :—

{corvy.)

“ To the King's most excellent Majesty, the Memorial of Sir Hovatio
Nelson, K, B, and a Rear Admiral in your Majesty's Fleet,

 That, during the preseat war, your Memorialiet has been in fouraétions with
the fleets of the enemy, viz. on the 13th and 14th of March 1795; on the 13th
July 1795; and on the 14th of February 17973 in three adtions with frigates;
in six engagements against batteries ; in ten adlions in boats employed in cut-
ting out of harbours ; in destroying vessels, and in taking three towns. Your
Memorialist has also served on shore with the army four months, and com-
manded the batteries at the sieges of Bastiz and Cafvi, That, during the war,
he has assisted at the capture of seven sail of the line, six frigates, four corvettes,
and eleven privateers of different sizes ; and taken and destroyed near fifty sail
of merchant vessels ; and your Memorialist has actually been engaged against
the enemy upwardsof oNe HUNDRED AND TWENTY TiMes. I whichservice
your Memorialist has lost his right eyc and drm, and been severely wounded
and bruised in his body. All of which services and wounds your Memorialist
most humbly submits to your Majesty’s most gracious consideration.

O&ober 1797. (5igned) ¢ NELSON."

P. HEIN, A DUTCH ADMIRAL,

P. Hein, a Dutchman, from a cabin boy rose to the rank
of an Admiral. He was killed in an action at the moment
his fleet triumphed over that of the Spaniards. Their High
Mightinesses sent a deputation to his mother at Delfi, to
condole with her on the loss of lLier son. This simple old
woman, who had remained in her original obscurity, an-
swered the deputies : / always foretold that Peter would perish
like a miserable wretch that he was; be loved nothing but
rambling fiom one country to anothery and mow be bas received
the reward of his jfolly,
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SIR WILLIAM PETTY, P

Founder of the noble family of Shelburne, raised his
reputation in 1663, by the invention of the double-
bottomed ship, against the judgment of almost all man-
kind, to sail against wind and tide. When the ship
first ventured from Dublin to Holyhead, she stayed there
many days before her return, which occasioned great ex=
ultation to its opposers; but her return in triumph, wich
such visible advantages above other vessels, checked their
derision, the first point being clearly gained, that she could
bear the sea. She turned into that narrow harbour against
wind and tide, among the rocks and ships, with such
dexterity as many old seamen confessed they had never
before seen. She appeared much to excel all other forms of
ships, in sailing, carriage, and security, but at length, in
its return from a voyage, was destroyed by a dreadful tempest
which occasioned such havoc among the fleet; that the ald
system of ship building had no reason to triumph over the
new construétion.  Sir William gave a model of this ship to
the Royal Society, which is still in their repository. An-
other, we believe, is prescrved in Gresham college. In
16635, he communicated a discourse about the building of
ships, to the Royal Scciety, containing some curious secrets
i that art.  This was taken away, by Lord Brounker, whe
Kept it in his possession until 1682, and probably until his
death, saying, it was too great an arcanum of state to be
commonly perused. He wrote also a treatise of Naval Phi-
losophy, in three parts, &c. printed at the end of “ An
Account of several new Inventions, &c. in a Discourse by
way of Letter to the Earl of Marlborough,” &c. 16gr,
12mo.  Wood suspe@s this may be the same with the
ciscourse about the building of ships, mentioned above, to
e many years in the hands of Lord Brounker. Sir William
also drew up in the year 1685, the 198th Number of the
Philoscphical Transaétions, entitled, * What a complete
Theatiss of Navigation should contain.” He was born at
Rumsey, a emall sea-port town in Hampshire, May 16th,
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1623, where his father Mr. Anthony Petty was a clothier,
and died in his 65th year, December 16th, 1687, A plain
flat stone is lain over his grave at Rumsey, with this in-

scription, cut by an illiterate workman,

HERE LAYES
SIR WILLIAM
PETTY.

NAVAL REGULATION.

It is of importance to Commerce that our Naval Officers
should be informed, it is not requisite, on retaking a vessel,
to bring or send her into port, in order to be entitled to
salvage, or to ascertain its amount. It has been recently
established, in the Case of Sir E. PErLEw, that notes from
the papers of the recapture, with the affidavit of three of the
crew {which every captain of a man of war is competent
to take), is sufficient evidennce ; and that to detain a ship to
the possible loss of her voyage, instead of permitting her to
pursue it immediately, is as unnecessary as injurious,

NEW METHOD FOR SHEATHING SHIPS.

The Alarm frigate was the first ship ever coppered in the
royal navy, 1758. Mr. Faxe, a physician of the Admiralty
at Carlscroone, has discovered a method of sheathing ships,
superior it is said to copper. It consists of a certain stone,
mixed with rags, which forms a substance that resists wator
so effectually, as to have been boiled seven hours in acopper
vessel, sealed hermetically, without experiencing the leas
alteration,
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An Essay on Nawval Tadtics, systematical and bistorical, with explanatory
Plates. In Four Parts. Part I By J. Clerk, Esq. Fellow of the
Socicty of Scottish Antiquaries, and of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
4to. 10s. 6d.  Cadell, P. 163,

HE glorious vittories with which our arms have been crowned

at sea in the comse of the present war, have given frequent oc-

casion to mention Mr. Clerk of Eldin, the author of the New System

of Naval Tactics; it may therefore be agreeable to our readers to lay

before them a short state of the merits of a work that has been pro-
ductive of such unexampled benefits to this country.

In the beginning of the year 1782, when the nation was depressed
by the disasters of our arms and the want of naval success during the
Amaiican war, Mr. Clerk printed and distributed among his friends a
few copies of this work, which threw such a new light upox the sub-
ject of sea engagements, that no doubt can be entertained of the happy
change which (since that period) has taken place in the naval affairs of
Britain, is to be attributed to this ingenious and scientific work.
When we look back to our naval transattions, hefore the adoption of
the present system, the contrast is so striking, as to fill us with regret
that it had not been sooner known.

The disappointment which the nation suffered with regard to our
great naval armaments, induced Mr. Clerk to study to find out, if
possible, the cause of these disappointments, and to publish his ideas
on the subject. Though he never was at sea, he had always attended
very much to maritime affairs, and had observed that during the
greater pait of the three last wars, when British single ships met with
single ships of cqual force belonging to any other nation, they always
were an overmatch for the enemy 5 or that even in the rencounter of
small squadrons, our seamen mnever failid to exhibit the most skilful
seamanship, intrepidity, and perseverance, attended with uninterrupted
success,  Yet when large fleets were assembled, no proper exertion
had ever been made, nothing memorable had been achieved, more
particalarly with the French, whose system was to batter and destroy
our rigging, <1 then escape unhurt themselves, leaving the British
fleet too much disabled to follow them ; in fine, to use the author’s
own words when speak ing of general engagements, * The result has
*¢ always been the same, namely, that in such actions our fleets in the
¢ two last wars and the present *, have been invariably baffled—nay ,

* This was written during the American war,
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“ worsted, without having ever lost a ship, or almost a man.” Yet
our officers and men were as brave as they are now, and our ships
were equally as good ; but experience has proved that we were defec-
twe i taftics,  As our mode of attacking was then to range along
the line of the enemy, until the van of our fieet came opposite to the
1ear of his; thus our ships ran the gauntlet of the enemy’s whole fleet,
giving them an opportunity to crrpple each ship as it passed, of which
the French never failed to take advantage, But the happy genius of
an individual, by pomnting out a superior mode of attack, has been
the means of enabling us to carry our naval glory to a pitch hitheito
uniivalled in any age or nation.

The leading principal of Mr. Clerk’s system is, to force an enemy’s
fleet into close cngagement, whatever efforts be may make to avoidit,
and the breaking through his line of battle, and cutting off one divi-
sion of his fieec from another, so as to prevent the enemy from being
able to extricate himself, is recommended as a certain means of either
capturing the dwvision you have cut off, or of bringing on a general
eagagement. The umform success of this manceuvre, now so well
known, leaves no room to doubt the infathibibty of Mr. Clerk’s
system. Of this the viftories of Lords Rodrey *, Howe, St. Vin-
cent f, and Duncani, who all read and approved his work and
adopted Lis sysiem, are most brilliant examples.

In the imstance of the battle of the Nile, the French had formed
themselves in a line, which they very naturally deemed impregnable,
but which certanly deprived them of the power of 1etreating. In

* Lord Rodney being asked by a mutual friend of hisand Mr Clerk’s, what
he thought of Mr Cleck’s Essay on Naval Taétics, rephied, ¢ You shall see what
# I think of 1t whenever T am so happy #s to meet the French fleet again, for
* I am determined to follow 1t And he had the magnaninuty to acknow-
ledge afterwards in every company, that the vidtory zamned over the French
fleet on the 12th of April 1782, was fought upon Clerk’s system. A peace was
the immediace consequence of this memorable viclor y.

} General Debbieg, an officer well known from his superior genius :n his own
profeflion, and naturally an admirer of works o Jgenius, having read Mr Clerk's
Essay, tent it to Lord 5t Vincent, then bir John Jarvis. Sir ﬁ:ohn after reading
it, enquired of the general where he might buy a copy for humself: ¢ It is not
“ to be bought,”” answers the general; “ 1 had this copy from the author,
* who is a particular friend of mine, he had but a few copies printed, all of
¢ which he has given away among his friends ” ¢ Since that is the case,” sard
Sir Johnr]al vis,  you shall not have this copy back agam: it 15 too good a
¢ thing for you, who are a landsmanj 1 will keep 1t to myself.”

% Lord Duncan having received one of the few copies of this Essay first
printed, soon after wrote to advise Mr. Clerk to reprint 1t, as he said 1t wae
very much approved of by all the navy officers, many of whom, not bemg able
to procure printed copies, had copied it over mn writing  When Lord Duncan
returned to Edmnburgh, after the battle of Camperdown, he waited on Mr.
Clerk, complimented him upen his waiks, and 1 a hberal and handsome
malr;ner, acinowlcdged that he and the other admirals had been much obhiged
to h.m

Tal. L. 5
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this fixed position they remained to wait our attack, and COH_SCquHFIY
the superior skill which Lord Nelson has exhibited, was not in forcing
them to fight, but in his manner of commencing the _a&l‘oﬂ- And
here it is easy to discern the spirit of the new system in his modc'of
attacking the van of the enemy’s fleet, to which the rear could give
no assistance until it was become too late ; while the brave (Eaptam
Thompson in the Leander, by cutting their ine, completed their con-
fusion and defeat. There is a degree of masterly boldness, as the
French observe, in Lord Nelson’s manceuvres, and a dauntless intr:a-
pidity in the cxecution of them, that must ever command the admie
ration of the whole world.

This a&ion is a flattering proof of the superiority of our seamen,
a topic much insisted on by Mr. Clerk, and from which he promises
certain success whenever our flects can be brought mto close engage-
ment with the enemy.

We believe there are few of our readers who, after perusing the
above, will not be touched with one common sentiment, that while
the nation pays the tribute of applause, so justly due to the skill and
bravery of our naval commanders, it ought not to forget the gratitude
no less justly merited by the ingenious author of Naval Taétics.

The above account of Mr, Clerk’s work, having appeared in a
morning print*, with such considerable testimony in favour of our
author, we thought it tco interesting not to be inserted.

Mr. Clerk has since published the remaining parts, an account of
which will appear in our second number.

This Essay on Naval Taétics, strange as it may appear, was the first
original scientific treatise published on that subjc¢t in this kingdom;
all the other treatises that appeared in Great Britain prior to it, bein g
either trannslations from the French, or remarks upon French authors.
Some of the principal French treatises on naval taftics are the fol-
lowing &

5. L’Art des Armées Navales, ou Traité des Evolutions Navales, par Paul
L’Hoste, 1 vol. folio, printed at Lyons, 172%. This book was translated and
published by Christopher O’Bryen, Esq. in 4to. in 1762.

2. ladique Navale, ou Traité des Evolutions et des Signaux, par M. le Vis-
compte de Moroques, 4to. Paris, 1763.

3. Le Mancuvrier, par M, Bourdé de Villehuet.

4. L’Art de Guerre cn Mer, ou Tactigue Navale, &c. par M. le Viscompte
de Grenier.

Translations of the two last have appeared in English in 4to. in
1788, under the name of the Chevalier de Sausauil, and a translation
of parts of the three last is in the second volume of the Elements and
Prattice of Rigging and Seamanship, published in 1794, Other
books on evolutions and tactics are,

* True Briton.
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Théorie de la Maneuvre des Vaisscaux, Paris, 168, Pitot’s Theory of
W orking Ships applied to Practice, &, translated by Stone. 1943 Dela
Manceeuvre de Vaisseaux, ou Traité de Mechanique et de Dynamique, &c.
par M. Bonguer. The British Mars, &c. by William Flexney, 1763. A Sea
Manual, by Sir Alexander Schomberg, 178g9. A view of the Naval Force of
Great Britain, &c. by an Officer of Rank, 1791, &c.

The order of battle, which was first formed in the last century by
the Duke of York, and has been continued in use to the present
day, the Viscount de Grenier thinks extremely defective. Various
causes may conspire to render the task of breaking it not difficult.
Its great extent must make it no easy matter for the admiral to judge
what. orders are proper to be issued to the ships stationed in its extres
mities ; whilst his signals, however distinétly made, are lizble to be
mistaken by the commanders of those ships, The extremities of a
long line are necessarily defenceless, especially if it be to leeward ;
because, after it is formed, the enemy may throw himself with a supe«
rior number, on its van or rear, and put that squadron to flight before
assistance can be sent to it from the other squadrons. These defefts
the Viscount de Grenier thinks may be remedied by never presenting
to the enemy any part of a fleet without its being flanked ; so that
were the commander of the adverse fleet to attack those parts which
hitherto have been reckoned weakest, he might find himself defeated
when he looked for conquest.  'With this view the viscount proposes
a new order of battle ; in which the fleet, composed of three divi-
sions, instead of being drawn up in one line as usual, shall be ranged
on the three sides of a regular lozenge, formed by the interse@ing of
the two close hauled lines. It is obvious that one of the divisions of
a fleet ranged in this manner will always be formed in the order of
battle ; whilst the two others, resting upon the first ship ahead, and
the last astern of that division, will be formed on the close-hauled
line opposite, and will stand on checquerwise on the same tack with
the ships which are in the line of battle serving to cover the headmost
and sternmost of those ships, and thereby prevent the enemy from
penetrating the line or doubling the rear.

The viscount thought it a great mistake, though very generally
fallen into, that the weather-gage is of any advantage to a fleet equal
in force to its enemy, and willing to engage. To him the great
art of war at sea appears to consist in drawing or keeping to wind-
ward a part of the adverse fleet, and colleéing all one’s forces against
that part; and it is chiefly to effe@ this purpose that he proposes
his new system of taftics The veader, who would understsnd his
principles, must never lose sight of this evident truth, that each ship
of a fleet necessarily occupies at all times the centre of an horizon;
which the author divides into two unequal parts, called the greater
the direi? and graduated space, and the less, the indire&, crossed, and
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ungraduated space. The reason of these appellations is, that on the
greater segment of the horizontal circle there are twenty different
peints, which may be maiked by degrees from one of the close.
hauled lines to the other, and to which a ship may sail from the
centre by so many dire@ courses without tacking ; whereas to the
other twelve points, including that from which the wind blows, she
cannot arrive but by steering cross cousses, which must necessarily
delay her progress.

Having introduced the Viscount de Grenier to the notice of our
readers, the celebrated precursor of Mr. Clerk, an attentive perusal of
whose work would afford considerable improvement to the seaman,
we return to our author.

The first part to which our attention is at present directed, is con-
fined 1o the attack fiom the windward., ‘This is accompanied with
thirty geometrical plates: in which the British ships are distinguished
by a red colour, and letters of reference beginning with the alphabet
and ending at E, The ships of the enemy are distinguished by a
black colour, with letters beginning at F.

Mr. Clerk divides his work into demonstrations and examples, the
Iatter are admirably chosen to illustrate his principles, and give a very
considerable degree of interest to a subjeét that would otherwise have
appeared dry and abstruse.

Mr. Clerk concludes his demonstrations in this volume with the
following striking refle€lions :

“ Tf, then, after a proper examination of the late sea engagements,
or rencounters, it shall be found that our enemy, the French, have
never once shown a willingness to risk the making of the attack, but,
invariably, have made choice of, and earnestly courted a2 leeward
position : if, invariably, when extended in line of battle in that po-
sition they have disabled the British flcets in coming down to the
attack : if, invariably, upon seeing the British fleet disabled, they,
have made sail, and demolished the van in passing: if, invariably,
upon feeling the effect of the Buitish fiie, they have withdrawn, at
pleasure, either a part, or the whole of their flect, and have formed
a new line of battle to leeward: if the French, repeatedly, have
done this upon every occasion : and, on the other Liand, if it shall he
found that the British, from an irresistible desire of making the
attack, as constantly and uniformly, have courted the windward po-
eition : if, uniformly and vepeatedly, they have had their ships so
disabled and separated, by making the attack, that they have not
once been ablet o bring them to close with, to follow up, or even to
detain one shiv of he enemy for a moment ; shall we not have reason
to believe, tha: the French have adopted, and put in exccution, some
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system, which the British either have not discovered, or have not
yet profited by the discovery

The following general observations are extracted from some very

judicious ones, which conclude the article of examples cited, with
M. Clerk’s opinion of their merit.

¢ From these examples it appears, that the attack, in every onea
of them, without variation, has been made by a long extended line,
generally from the windward quarter, by steering or direfting every
individual ship of that line upon her opposite of the enemy, but more
particularly the ships in the van.

¢ That the conseqnences of this mode of attack have proved fatalin
every attempt ; that is, our ships have been so disabled, and so ill
supported, that the enemy have been permitted not only to make
¢ail and leave us, but to complete the disgrace have, in passing, been
permitted to pour in the fire of their whole line upon our van, with-
out a possibility of retaliation on our part.”

« Another refleétion will naturally occur: that, by the
great destruction of rigging, the consequence of this mode of attack,
the nation has been thiown into a most enoimous expence of repair ;
while our enemy, by their cautious conduél, preserving their ships
often unhurt, has been enabled not only to protract the war, but, 1f
persisted in, will, without doubt, ensure the possessinn, perhaps, of
a superior navy, complete and entire to the conclusion.

“ Having now demonstrated, from evidence which should be satis.
faftory, that the mode or instruétion hithesto followed for arranging
great fleets in line, so as to be able to force an enemy to give battle
on equal terms, must be somewhere wiong, it will be required to
show whether any other mode may be devised, or put in pralice,
that will have 2 better effeét.”

Mr, Clerk then proceeds to the mode of astack proposed, which he
divides into seions. ‘The clear and concise manner in which
throughout he treats his subjet, are deserving of great praise.

In these seftions, the attack from the windward upon the rear of
the enemy, the leading subjeét of the volume, is treated of at large.

¢ Suppose ® a fleet of ten, twenty, or more ships, extended in
kine of battle, endeavouring to avoid a close engagement, but at the
same time keeping under an easy sail, with the intention of receiving
the usual attack from another fleet of equal number, three or four
miles to windward, sailing in any form; but let it be in three lines or
divisions : it 1s required by what method shall the loster make the
attack on the the former with advantage.

¢ The improbability, or rather impossibility, of attacking and
carrying the enemy’s whole line of ships having already been demoi-

® In this extra& we are obliged to leave out the references to the plates,
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strated; the next consideration will be, how many ships may be
attacked and carried with advantage? Let it be supposed that ‘the
three sternmost ships only, and not exceeding the fourth, are possible
o be carried; let a sufficient strength be sent down to fm“Ci‘-‘ an
attack upon these three ships, disposed and supported according to
the judgment of the admiral, while in the mean time, he shf:u?l(’i keep
to windward with the rest of his fleet, formed into such divisions as
might best enable him to attend to the motions of the enemy, flncl
the effe& of his attack ; being himself so far disengaged from attion,
as to be able to make his obseivations, and give his orders, with
some degree of tranquillity.”

Mr., Clerk in the second se€tion considers the attack upon the enemy’s
three sternmost ships more particularly, and, in the succeeding sections,
pays attention to the supposed attempts of the enemy to support the
attacked ships. The author in this part of his work shews consi-
derable ingenuity, and appears particularly to have studied it. We
can only lament that so much nautical knowledge, and of so original
a stamp, has arisen without the pale of a profession, that would have
been so greatly adorned by its author.

‘We recommend to Mr. Clerk in a future edition of his work, to
make some alterations in the arrangement of the contents of this first
part; and submit to his opinion, whether, if they were divided into
books, it would not at the first glanee give the reader a more corre&
idea of his design. The demonstrations would form book the first,
the examples beok the second, and the mode of attack proposed book
the third, It appears to us that for want of this trifling alteration, the
different sections are not classed with sufficient distinétion.

The subjeéts of national importance, which this work comprehends,
have certainly met with a mind, calculated in every respe&t for their
due investigation. ‘There is a modesty and diffidence in Mr. Clerk’s
manner of introducing himself to the public, which enhances the
charafter of his superior genius and abilities.

*¢ Although the authory”” says he, ¢ has been flattered with many
letters of approbation, not only from gentlemen of literary fame, but
from naval officers of distinguished merit, and of the highest rank,
while others have taken the trouble to make copies in manuscript 3
and although since that time, he has been occasionally employed in
making additions, and he hopes, some improvements, it is not without
solicitude that his performance is now submitted to a more public
examination.”

We shall conclude our zccount of the first part of this valuable
worky by an extralt from the introduétion.

‘e {&fter an interval ?f twelve years, the Dutch war was the next
occasion of a farther display of our naval charadler, But, it must be
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observed, that, while the English seamen had been so often engaged,
and generally successful, in the lesser battles, or rather enterprises,
yet, till now, they had never been tried in the greater, where a
number of ships were assembled together, However, their wonted
intrepidity, far from forsaking them on this new and unexperienced
occasion, seemed to be augmented, or rather exalted to a state of en-
thusiastic fury, which was supported with an unremitting preseverance
during the course of three dreadful wars; in the first of which we
had nine pitched battles; in the second five § and in the third not less
than five also; making in all nineteen general engagements; in one
of which the fight was renewed for three additional days successivelys
in another for two days; and in a third for one day: which may fairly
be stated for other six engagements; making, when taken together,
twenty-five days of general actions. And, what would now be con-
sidered as ridiculous and impracticable, many of the officers appointed
to the command of these fleets had never been in sea-service till they
were past the age of forty, and some even of fifty years. Of the last
number was Blake, who, although renowned for the many obstinate
battles he had been engaged in, particularly that in the Downs,
where he had no more than fifteen ships, did not refuse the combat
when attacked by forty-two ships of the enemy, led on by the great
Van Trump, Yet for nothing was he more conspicuous than for his
patriotic virtue. When in opposition to the party then in power,
¢ It is still our duty,’ said he to the seamen, ¢ to fight for our
¢ country, into whatever hands the government may fall.’

“ In all of these enterprises, whether with the Spaniards or the
Dutch, whether in making the attack on castles, ships in harbours,
or encountering ship with ship in close aftion, and formed in line of
battle, we shall find the British seamen, whether equal or inferior in
number, victorious or worsted, invarizbly fired with such enthusiastic
courage, that these battles, though not always decisive, were cone
stantly marked with strong effe@, ten, twenty, thirty, or more ships,
being taken or destroyed, two thousand men killed, and as many
taken prisoners.

<¢ Therefore, without derogating from the gallant behaviour of the
Dutch, which was equally displayed in those wars, we are bound,
from these proofs and examples, to believe, that British seamen are,
by nature or habit, endued with a peculiar extraordinary chara&er.
And, though the spirits of the people might have been, fora httle
time, depressed by the unfortunate battles of Beachy-head and Bantry-
bay, which were fought some time after; yet the natural impressions,
so justly in favour of our seamen, soon recovered our confidence;
which was so much encreased by the battle off La Hogue, that,
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many years afterwards, the victories off Malaga and Messina were
things to be expeéted of course.

¢ The long intervals between these actions, and that of the war
1743, nowise abated the sanguine impressions tcﬁpe&ing.our geamen=
Much effect was expefted from the powerful flect sent into the Me-
diterranean under the command of Matthews and Lestock, who en-
countered the combined fleets of France and Spain on the 11th of
February 1744, But, intending afterwards to give amore particular
description of this affair, we shall only add, that Matthews, who
commanded, accompanied with the Marlborough and Norfolk, his
two seconds a head and 2 stern, together with the Berwick in another
place, broke out from the line of battle, got within a proper distance,
and fought with great bravery; but, being ill supported by the rest
of the fleet, little more was done, than to show what cannon shet, at
a reasonable distance, might effe®. The two admirals mutually ac-
cused each other; and Matthews, in consequence ef a trial, was
broke. But the late king, withont atterding to the mice distinctions
which had determined the court martial, and being satisfied that the
admiral had behaved like a brave man, refused to confirm the sentence.

¢ Happily some other more favourable opportunitics offered, during
the course of this war, in which, having a grester superiority, we
were more successful. These were the captuwie of the May fleet by
Admiral Hawke; the voyage round the world by Lord Anson; his
bold attaek of the Acapuleo ship, so much his superior in force; his
capture of six French ships of the line and Indiamen in O&ober.

“¢ These, with the upremitting exertions in the many lesser sca-
combats, removing the evil impressions made by the miscarriage in
the Mediterranean, we still flattered ourselves that the glory of the
British flag was yet untarnished.

¢ Again, while we remark the wonderful exertions, and canstant
success, attending the lesser confli¢ts; while we remark how much,
and how often, our ships have been put to severe trial, by being ex-
posed, in all weathers, during the storms of winter, the enemy not
daring to set out their heads®; when, atter recollection, we remark,
that, to the numerous, bold, and successful eaterprises, coups des mains,
performed duiing the last 250 years, and that our enemies have only
the single disgrace which befel us at Chatham to counterbalance so
great an account, should we not at tne same time remark, that this
boasted intrepidity, this persevering cowage of British seamen, has
never once been brought o trial, where it would have been of the

* Allnding to the squadron of British ships kept in the Bay of Biscay during
the course of last war, to watch over the motions of the enemy, in winter as
well asin summer,

3
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greatest importance 3 that is, in the greater engagements ; of which,
because this superiority has never had an opportunity of being dis-
played, the result has always been the same, namely, that, in such
actions, our fleets, in the two last wars and the present, have been in-
variably baffled, nay worsted, without having ever lost a ship, or
almost a man ?

¢ While we remark these circumstanccs, 15 it not evideut, and will
it not be admitted, that one of three things must be the fact, either
that our enemy, the French, having acquired a superior knowledge,
have adopted some new system of managing great fleets, not known,
or not sufficiently attended to by us ? or that, on the other hand, we
have persisted in following some old method, or instructions, which,
from later improvement, ought to have been rejecied ?

« During the course of the wars with the Dutch, much improve-
ment was made, particularly in the invention of siguals. But the
naval instructions then framed, although founded upon experience and
observation, and though they might be admirably fitted for fighting
in narrow seas, where these battles are fought; yet, from later ex-
perience, it will be found, that they have been but ill qualified for
bringing on an action with a fleet of French ships, unwilling to stand
a shock, having sea room to range in at pleasure, and desirous to
play off manazuvres of defence; long studied with the greatest at-
tention.

« But if it were possible that there could have remained a doubt
of the truth or force of these observations before the breaking out of
the present war, will not this doubt be resolved, if they shall be con-
firmed by every case that has followed since; whether we consider
the intrepidity and exertion so conspicuous in the lesser conflicts,
or the defect of conduct and address, so palpable in most of the greater
engagements, although, at the same time, our admirals, whether by
good fortune, by skilful seamanship, or by permission of the enemy,
Lave never failed; on every occasion; to aequire their wish, wiz, the
cireumstance of being to windward; excepting, indeed, on those
occasions, where the French have chosen to keep such an advantage,
without availing themselves of it ; a circumstance which is plainly a
confirmation that their system or mode is different from ours, and that
they are uniformly determined never to be brought to make the attack,
if it can be avoided.

¢ From all which these three conclusions will naturally follow :
1st, That, in bringing a single ship to close action, and in conduct
during that action, the British secamen have never been excelled :
2dlys That the instructions (by which is meant the method hitherto
practised of arranging great fleets, so as to give battle, or to force our

mﬂl' L (23
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encmy, the French, to give battle upon equal terms), after so many and
repeated trials, having been found unsuccessful, must be wrong : And
Jastly, that on the other hand the French having repeﬂtfdl)" and
uniformly followed @ mode which has constantly the effeét intended,
they therefore must have adopted some new system, which we have
not discovered, or have not yet profited by the discovery. )

s¢ But, it may be asked, Have the French ever effeted any thing
decisive against us? Have they ever, in any of these 1encounters,
tzken any of our ships # Have they ever, presumng upon their su-
perior skill, daved to make the attack? No. But confident in theie
superior knowledge in naval taétic, and relying on our want of penc~
tration, they have constantly offered us baitle to leeward, trusting
that our headlong eourage would hurry us on to make the customary
attack, though at a disadvantage almost beyond the power of calen
lation ; the consequences of which have always been, and aiways will
be, the same, as long as prejudices prevent us from discerning eithey
the improvements made by the enemy, or our own blunders.

% Before concluding this part of the subjeft, it may bz prope
further to observe, that, though our apprehensions of suffering in
sharafler and importance, as a naval power, migiat have been very
great at the breaking out of the war with the colonies, from an idea
that the secent increase of that importance Lad aiisen alone fiom the
growth of these colonies ; yet, from experience, from the great
exertions made, and fiom the centinuance of the war itself, it has
been clearly proved, that that inerease must have arisen from other
vesoutees, which will every day meve and more be found to exist in-
the mother country herself, At the same time, from that superior
exertion, so coustantly and gloriously exhibited by our seamen in
the lesser conflifts, as we'l dumiing the course of the present as of the
#wo last wars, we may rest satisfied that the charaéter of the British
Tar is not in the least debased, bat still as predominant as formerly,

¢ Hence if the Americaa colontes shall accomplish their wished -for
separation, Britain, by her foice being more colleded, and, awith these
vesourcesy will yet be more powerful than ever.”

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE Lk

Gives, what is termed, a bisd’s eve view of Lord Nelson’s a&ion with the
French fleet, in Aboukir Bay, on the xst of August 17g8.

The eye, ranging from the south-east to west, discovers in distant perspe@ive
the town of Rosetta, the movth of the Nile, Pompe¥’s Pillar, the castle and
island of Aboukir, and extended to the south-west, Old and New Alexandria.

The Toulen fleet, rarged in a line across the Bay, are desaribed with their
heads to the westward, The batrery is ahead of their line, opening a fire on
the British flect, as it approaches in a body towards the enemy’s centse and van
The wind isat N. W,  T'ho sun setting.



ENGAGEMENT OFF THE NILE.

AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF HIs MA
JESTY’S SQUADRCN UNDER THE COMMAND OF REAR ADMIRAL
SIR HORATIO NELSON, FROM ITS SAILING FROM GIERALTAR TO
THE CONCLUSION OF THE GLORIOUS BATTLE OFF THE NILE.

Drawn vp from the Minutes of an Officer of Rank in the Squadron.

‘THE glorious viftory achieved by Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson,
off the Mouth of the Nile, on the 1st and 2d of August Jast, has
received, and must ever continue to receive, the warmest tribute
of admiration and applause. It has not only filled every British
bosom with the proudest exultation, but foreign natioms have
participated in our feelings, and have hailed the British con-
queror as the hero and saviour of Europe. No naval, or perhaps
any other battle, ancient or modern, ever had so much dependant
upon its consequences—consequences which have even surpassed
the anticipations of the most experienced statesmen and pro-
foundest politicians in Europe; and no battle that ever was
fought, was perhaps conduéted, in its progress, with so much
judgment, or contested, to its issue, with so much aident and
persevering courage.

The account of the general result of this aétion, even the best hia-
torians that shall hereafter record it, will be proud to borrow
from the simple and eloquent letter of the admiral himself : but
in every transaction of the kind, after the first tumult of national
exultation shall have in some degree subsided, a thousand cir-
cumstances remain to be supplied for the satisfation of the en-
quiring mind, and which are essential to gain a just and perfet
impression of the a@ual merit of the great services which have
been performed.  The hero, like every other man, is best known
and remempered by minute traits of charafters  Great and bnl-
liant events dazzle and astonish, while the deliberations and turns
of mind In a great man, that produce such events, attraét our
attention, awaken all our admiration, and permanently fix our
esteem.

To supply what the British nation have long anxiously wished for, an
authentic detail of all the operations of the Biitish squadron,
previous to the battle, and of 1ts particular condnét in the grand
crisis which ensued, we are happy that we can, through the
kindness and indulgence of an officer who bore a most distin-
guished share in that great event, now present a Narrative, at
once minutely circumstantial and studiously accurate,



44 PROCEEDINGS OF THE SQUADRON

NARRATIVE.
SIR Horatio Nelson had been detached by Earl 8t. Vin-
centinto the Mediterranean with the Vanguard of 34
guns, the Rear Admiral’s flag ship, the Orion and Alexander
of 74 guns each, the Emerald and Terpsichore frigates, and
La Bonne Citoyenne sloop of war.

Nothing material occurred to the squadron from the day
it sailed from Gibraltar, which was on the ninth of May, till
the 22d, when, being in the Gulph of Lyons, attwo A. M.
a most violent squall of wind tock the Vanguard, which
carried away her topmasts, and at last her foremast. The
other ships experienced the fury of the gale, but not in the
same degree as the Vanguard, a stronger vein of the tempest
having taken that ship. The three line of battle ships lost
sight of the frigates on the same aay, and at the moment of
the misfortune which befel the Vanguard, the British
squadron was not many leagues distant from the French
fleet under Buonaparte, which had on that yery day set sail
from Toulon.

The squadron bore up for Sardinia, the Alexander taking
the Vanguard in tow, and the Orion looking out ahead to
endeavour to get a pilot, for the purpose of gaining St.
Pierre’s Road.

On the 24th, with very great difficulty we reached that
anchorage, where we were in hopes of meeting with a friendly
teception, which our distresses seemed to demand from a
neutral power: the governor of St. Pierre, however, had
orders from the French not to admit any British ship; but
their utmost hostility could not prevent us from anchoring
in the road.—The resources which British seamen always
have within themselves, availed us much upon this occasion.
Captain Berry, with the very able assistance lie received from
Sir James Saumar.z and Captain Ball, was enabled with
great expedition to equip the Vanguard with a jury foremast,
jury main and mizen topmasts, and to fish the bowsprit,
which was sprung in many paces; and on the fourth day
from our anchoring in St. Pierre’s Road, we again put to sca
with top-gallant yards across.
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Tt is proper here to observe, that although the governor of
8t. Pierre, in consequence of peremptory orders from the
French, denied us a public reception, he yet privately acted in
a friendly manner, giving us in an underhand way every
assistance in his power.

The admiral, eager to execute the orders which he had
received, did not think of sailing to Naples, or any other
port where he could have received the most open and friendly
assistance, in getting the ship properly refitted, which her
condition evidently rcquired, but immediately steered for his
appointed rendezvous ; nor did he ever express the smallest
intention of shifting his flag to either of the other ships,
which to many officers the pecyliar circumstances of his
own ship might have seemed to render desirable.~The
admiral and officers of the Vanguard indeed had the hap-
piness to find that the ship sailed and worked as well as the
other ships, notwithstanding her apparently crippled con-
dition.

The squadron reached the rendezvous on the 4th of june,
and on the following day was joined by La Mutine, Captain
Hardy, who was charged with orders to the admiral, and
who brought the highly acceptable intelligence, that Captain
Troubridge had been detached with ten sail of the line, and
a fifty gun ship, to reinforce us. This intelligence was re-
ceived with universal joy throughout our little squadron;
and the admiral observed to Captain Berry, that he would
then be a match for any hostile ficet in the Mediterranean,
and his only desire would be to enceunict vue

June 6th.—The squadron was spread, anxiously looking
out for the expecied reinforcement. By a vessel spoke with
on that day, we were informed that several sail then in sight
were Spanish ships richly laden; but prize money was not
the object of the admiral; all selfish consideration was ab-
sorbed in his great mind by that of the honour and interests
of his country, and his attention and anxiety were solely
engrossed by his desire to meet his promised reinforcement,
that he might pursue the enemy, of the sailing of whom from
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Toulon he had certain intelligence. The Alexander, being
on the look-out, stopped one of these ships ; finding she bad
on board eighty or ninety priests, driven by the French per-
secutions and cruelties from Rome, he thought it would be
an a& of humanity to permit the ship to pursue her voyage;
and he accordingly released her, and rejoined the admiral
bringing with him a few volunteers from the Spanish vessel,
chiefly Genoese, who were desirous of the honour of serving
in the British fleet, expressing at the same time their detes-
tation and resentment at the i1l usage which they had expe-
rienced from the French.

On the 8th at noon, we had the happiness to discover
from the mast head ten sail, and it was not long before we
recognized them to be British ships of war, standing upon a
wind in close line of battle, with all sailsset. Private signals
were exchanged, and before sun-set the so much wished for
jun&tion was formed, anevent which was certainly facilitated
by the great professional ability, judgment, and zeal of
Captain Troubridge.

The admiral had received no instru&ions what course he
was now to steer, and no certain information respeéting the
destination of the enemy’s fleet ; he was left, therefore, en-
tirely to his own judgment. He had the happiness, Lhow-
ever, to find, that to the captains of his squadron he had no
necessity to give direftions for being in constant readiness
for battle. Oan this point their zeal anticipated his utmost
wishes, for the decks of all the ships were kept perfetly clear
night and day, and every man was ready to start to his post
at a moment’s notice. It was a great satisfadtion to him
likewise, to perceive that the men of all the ships were daily
exercised at the great guns and small arms, and that every
thing was in the best state of preparation for a&uval service.

"The admiral knew that the enemy had sailed with a N, W,
wind, which naturally led him to conclude that their course
was up the Mediterianean. He sent La Mutine to Civita
Veechia, and along the Roman coast, to gain intelligence,
and steered with the fleet for Corsica, which he reaclied an
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the 12th of June. Several vessels had been spoken with ot
the passage thither, but no intelligence whatever had becn
obtained from them. He continued his course on the 13th
between Corsice and Elba, and between Planosa and Elba,
through the Jatter of which passages large ships or fleets had
not been accustomed to pass. We made the Roman coast,
and were rejoined by La Mutine, without gaining any in-
telligence, notwithstanding the ative exertions of Captain
Ilardy. The admiral now determined to steer towards
Naples, in the hope of some satisfattory information. It
had been rcported that the plundering Algiers was the objelt
of the French armament; but this acconut was too vague
to warrant thc admiral in implicitly adopting it. We saw
Mount Vesuvius on the 16th, and detached Captain Trou-
bridge, in La Mutine, to obtain what information he could
from Sir William Hamilton. He returned with a report
only, that the enemy were gone towards Malta. The ad-
miral now lamented that even a day had been lost by visiting
the Bay of Naples, and determined, by the shortest cut, to
make the Faro di Messina, which the fleet passed through on
the 20th, with a fair wind. The joy with which the Sici~
hans hailed our squadron, when it was discovered by them
to be British, gave the most sincere satisfadtion to every one
on board of it. A vast number of boats came o9, and roned
zound it with the loudest congratulations, and the sincerest
exultation, as they had been apprehenfive that the French
flect was destined to aét against them after the capture of
Malta. Here we gained intelligence from the British consul,
that Malta had aftually surrendered. We had now hopes
of being ablz to attack the enemy’s fleet at Goza, where it
was reported they were anchored, and the admiral immedi-
ately formed a plan for that purpose.

We were now steering with a press of sail for Malta, with
a fresh breeze at N, W. On the 22d of June, La Mutine,
at day-light in the morning, spoke a Genoese brig from
Malta, which gave intelligence that the French had sailed
Irom thence on the 18th, with a fresh gale at N. W, The
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admiral was not long in determining what course he should
take, and made the signal to bear up and steer to the S. E,
with all possible sail. At this time we had no certain means
of ascertaining that the enemy were not bound up the Adri-
atic,

From the day we bore up, till 2gth of June, only three
vessels were spoken with, two of which had come from
Alexandria, and had not seen any thing of the enemy’s fleet;
the other had come from the Archipelago, and had likewise
scen nothing of them. This day we saw the Pharos Tower
of Alexandria, and continued nearing the land with a press
of satl, till we had a distinct viéew of both harbours; and, to
our general surprize and disappointment, we saw not a
French ship in either. La Mutine communicated with the
governor of Alexandria, who was as much surprized at see-
ing a British squadron there, as he was at the intelligence
that a French fleet was probably on its passage thither.

It now became the subjeét of deep and anxrows deliberation
with the admiral what could possibly have been the course of
the enemy, and what their ultimate destination. His anxious
and active mind, however, would not permit him to rest a
moment in the same place, he therefore shaped his course to
the northward, for the coast of Caramanea, to reach as
quickly as possible some quarter where information could
most probably be obtained, as well as to supply his ships
with water, of which they began to run short.

On the 4th of July we made the coast of Caramanea;
steering along the south side of Candia, carrying a press of
sail both night and day with a contrary wind, on the 18th
we saw the island of Sicily, when the admiral determined to
enter the port of Syracuse. With this harbour no person in
the fleet was acquainted—but by the skill and judgment of
the officers, every ship safely got in, and immediately pro-
ceeded to get in water, &c. with all possible expedition.
This was the first opportunity that the Vanguard had had of
receiving water on board from the 6th of May, so that not
only the stock of that ship, but of several others of the
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squadron, was very nearly exhausted. Although there was
no proper or regular watering place, yet the great exertions
of the officers and men enabled us to complete this necessary
service in five days, and on the 25th the squadron again put
to sea.

We receiyed vague accounts while at Syracuse, that the
encmy’s fleet had not been seen in the Archipelago nor the
Adriatic, nor had they gone down the Mediterranean; the
conclusion then seemed to be, that the coast of Egypt was
still the object of their destination; therefore, neither our
former disappointment, nor the hardships we had endured
from the heat of the climate, tliough we were stll to follow
an uncertain pursuit, could deter the Admiral from steering
to that point where there was a chance of finding the enemy.

Now that it is ascertained by events, that Alexandria was
the objelt of the enemy, it may seem strange that they
should have been missed by us both in our passage thither
and our return to Syracuse; butit appears that the Freach
steered a direét course for Candia, by which they made an
angular passage towards Alexandria, whilst we steered a
direét course for that place, without making Candia at all,
by which we of course very considerably shortened the dis-
tance. The smaliness of our squadron made it necessary to
sail in close order, and therefore the space which it covered
was very limited ; and as the admiral had no frigates that he
could have detached upon the look-out, added to the con-
stant haze of the atmosphere in that climate, our chance of
descrying the enemy was very much circumscribed. The
distance likewise between Candia and the Barbary coast, about
thirty-five leagues, leaves very sufficient space for more than
two of the largest fleets to pass without mutual observation,
particularly under the circumstances described.

On our return to Syracuse, the circumstance of our steer-
ing up to the northward, while the enemy kept a southern
course for Alexandria ; makes it obvious that our chance of
falling in with them was still less than before.

mﬁ!o L. H
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On the 25th of July we lcft Syracuse, still without any
positive information respeéting the enemy ; but it occurred to
the admiral, that some authentic intelligence might be ob-
tained in the Morea, We steered for that coast, and made
the Gulph of Coron on the 28th. Captain Troubridge was
again employed on that important service of obtaining in-
telligence, and was dispatched in the Culloden into Coron;,
off which placs, by the great exertions of that able Officer,
the fleet was not detained above three hours. He returned
with intelligence from the Turkish governor, thattheenemy
liad been seen steering to the S. E. from Candia about four
weeks beforc. Captain Troubridge had had the satisfation
of observing, during his very hurried visit to Coron, that
the inhabitants there entertained the most serious apprehen=
sions from the French armament, and the most perfect de-
testation against that people.

Upon the information obtained by Captain Troubridge,
the Admiral determined again to visit Alexandria, and carried
all sail steering for that place, which we had the pleasure to
desery on the first of August at noon; but not as before, it
now appearing full of vessels of various kinds; and we soon
had the satisfaction of perceiving the French flag flying on
board some of the ships. The utmost joy seemed to animate
every breast on board the squadron at sight of the enemy;
and the pleasure which the admiral himself felt, was perhaps
more heightened than that of any other man, as he had now
a certainty by which he could regulate his future operations.

The admiral had, and it appeared most justly, the highest
opinion of, and placed the firmest reliance on the valour
and conduét of every captain in his squadron. It had
been his praétice during the whole of his cruize, whenever
the weather and circumstances would permit, to have his
captains on board the Vanguard, where he would fully de-
velope to them his own ideas of the different and best modes
of attack, and such plans as he proposed to execute upon
falling in with the enemy, whatever their position or situa-~
tion might be, by night or by day. There was no pos=
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sible position in which they could be found, that he did not
take into his calculation, and for the most advantageous at-
tack of which, he had not digested and arranged the best
possible disposition of the force which he commanded. With
the masterly ideas of their admiral, therefore, on the subjeét
of naval tatics, every one of the captains of his squadron
was most thoroughly acquainted; and upon surveying the
situation of the enemy, they could ascertain with precision
what were the ideas and intentions of their commander,
without the aid of any further instruions; by which means
signals became almost unnecessary, much time was saved,
and the attention of every captain could almost undistraétedly
be paid to the conduét of his own particular ship, a circum-
stance from which, upon this occasion, the advantages to
the general service were almost incalculable.

It cannot here be thought irrelevant, to give some idea of
what were the plans which Admiral Nelsen had formed, and
which he explained to his captains with such perspicuity, as
to render his ideas completely their own. To the naval
service at least they must prove not only interesting, but
useful.

Had he fallen in with the French fleet at sea, that he might
make the best impression upen any part of it that should ap-
pear the most vulnerable, or the most eligible for attack, he
divided his force into three sub-squadrons. viz.

Vanguard, Qrion, Culloden,
Minotaur, Goliath, Theseus,
Leander, Majestic, Alexander,
Audacious, Bellerophan, Swiftsure,
Defence,

Zealous.

Two of these sub-squadrons were to attack the ships of
war, while the third was to pursue the transports, and to sink
and destroy as many as it could.

The destination of the French armament was involved in
doubt and uncertainty; buc it forcibly struck the admiral,
that, as it was commanded by the man whom the French had
dignified with the title of the Conqueror of Italy, and as he

3
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had with him a very large body of troops, an expedition had
becn planned, which the land force might execute without
the aid of their fleet, should the transports be permitted to
make their escape, and reach in safety their place of rendez-
vous; it therefore became a material consideration with the
admiral, so to arrange his force, as at once to engage the
whole attention of their ships of war, and at the same time
materially to annoy and injure their convoy. It will be
fully admitted, from the subsequent information which has
been received upon the subjelt, that the ideas of the admiral
upon this occasion were perfedtly just, and that the plan
which he had arranged was the most likely to frustrate the
designs of the enemy.

It is almost unnecessary to explain his projefted mode of
attack at anchor, as that was minutely and precisely executed
in the adtion which we now come to describe. These plans,
however, were formed two months before an opportunity pre-
sented itself of executing any of them, and the advantage
now was, that they were familiar to the understanding of
every captain in the fleet.

It has been already mentioned, that we saw the Pharos of
Alexandria at noon on the first of August. The Alexander
and Swiftsure had been detached ahead on the preceding
evening to reconnoitre the ports of Alexandria, while the
main body of the squadron kept in the offing. The enemy’s
fleet was first discovered by the Zealous, Captain Hood, who
immediately communicated, by signal, the number of ships,
sixteen, laying at anchor in line of battle, in a bay upon the
larboard bow, which weafterwards found to be Aboukir Bay.
The admiral hauled his wind that instant, a movement which
wasimmediately observedand followedby the wholesquadron;
and at the same time he recalled the Alexander and Swiftsure.
‘T he wind was at this time N. N. W. and blew what seamen
call a top-gallant breeze. 1t was nccessary to take in the rojals
when we hauled up a wind.

The admiral made the signal to prepare for battle, and that
it was his intention to attack the enemny’s van and centre as
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they lay at anchor, and according to the plan before deve-
foped. His idea, in this disposition of his force was, first
to secure the viftory, and then to make the most of it as
circumstances might permit, A bower cable of each ship
was immediately got out abaft, and bent forward. We con-
tinued carrying sail and standing in for the enemy’s fleet in 2
close line of battle. As all the officers of our squadron
were totally unacquainted with Aboukir Bay, each ship kept
sounding as she stood in.

The enemy appeared to be moored in a strong and com-
pact line of battle, close in with the shore, their line de-
scribing an obtuse angle in its form, flanked by numerous
gun-boats, four frigates, and a battery of guns and mortars
on an island in their van. This situation of the enemy
seemed to secure to them the most decided advantages, as
they had nothing to attend to but their artillery, in theit
superior skill in the use of which the French sc much pride
themselves, and to which indeed their splendid series of land
viftories was in general chiefly to be imputed.

The position of the enemy presented the most formidable
obstacles ; but the admiral viewed these with the ¢yeof a
seaman determined on attack; and it instantly struck his
eager and penetrating mind, that where there was room for an
enemy’s ship ta swing, there was room for ene of ours to anchor.
No further signal was necessary than those which had already
been made. The admiral’s designs were as fully known to
his whole squadron, as was his determination to conquer,
or perish in the attempt.

The Goliath and Zealous had the honour to lead inside,
and to receive the first fire from the van ships of the enemy,
as well as from the batteries and gun-boats with which their
van was strengthened. These two ships, with the Orion,
Audacious, and Theseus, took their stations inside the
enemy’s line, and were immediately in close attion. The
Vanguard anchored the first on the outer side of the enemy,
and was opposed within half pistol shot to Le Spartiate, the
third in the enemy’s line. In standing in, our leading ships
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were unavoidably obliged to reccive into their bows the
whole fire of the broadsides of the French line, until they
could take their respe@ive stations: and it is but justice to
observe, that the enemy received us with great firmness and
deliberation, no colours having been hoisted on either side,
nor a gun fired, till our van ships were within half gun shot.

At this time the necessary number of our men were em-
ployed aloft in furling sails, and on deck, in hauhing the
braces, &c. preparatory to our casting anchor. Assoon as
this took place, a most animated fire was opened from the
Vanguard, which ship covered the approach ef those in the
sear, which were following in a close line. The Minotaur,
Defence, Bellerophon, Majestic, Swiftsure, and Alexander,
came up in succession, and passing within hail of the Van-
guard, took their respetive stations opposed to the enemy’s
Iine.  All our ships anchored by the stern, by which means
the British line became inverted from van to rear.

Captain Thompson, of the Leander, of 50 guns, with a
degree of judgment highly honourable to his professional
character, advanced towards the enemy’s line on the outside,
and most judiciously dropped his anchor athwart hause of
Le Franklin, raking her with great success, the shot from the
Leander’s broadside which passed that ship all striking
L’Orient, the flag ship of the French commander in chief.

The aftion commenced at sun-set, which was at thirty=
one min. past six P. M. with an ardour and vigour which it
is impossible to describe.

At about seven o’clock total darkness had come on; but
the whole hemisphere was, with intervals, illuminated by
the fire of the hostile fleets.  Our ships, when darkness
came on, had all hoisted their distinguishing lights, by a
gignal from the Admiral.

The van-ship of the enemy, Le Guerrier, was dismasted
in less than twelve minutes; and, in ten minutes after, the
second ship, Le Conquerant, and the third, Le Sparsiate,
very nearly at the same moment were alse dismasted.
L’Aquilon and Le Souverain Peuple, the fourth and ffth
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ships of the enemy’s line, were taken possession of by the
British at half past eight in the evening.

Captain Berry, at that hour, sent Lieutenant Galwey, of
the Vanguard, with a party of marines, to take possession of
Le Spartiate, and that officer returned by the boat, the
French captain’s sword, which Captain Berry immediately
delivered to the admiral, who was then below in conse-
quence of the severe wound which he had received in the
head during the heat of the attack.

At this time it appeared that vi€ory had already declared
atself in our favour, for although L’Orient, L.’Heureux, and
‘Tonnant were not taken possession of, they were considered
as completely in our power, which pleasing intelligence
Captain Berry had likewise the satisfattion of communicating
in person to the admiral.

At ten minutes after nine, a fire was observed on board
I’Orient, the French admiral’s ship, which seemed to pro-
ceed from the after part of the cabin, and which increased
with great rapidity, presently involving the whole of the
after part of the ship in flames. This circumstance Captain
Berry immediately communicated to the admiral, who,
though suffering severely from his wound, came upon deck,
where the first consideration that struck his mind was con«
cern for the danger of so many lives, to save as many as
possible of whom he ordered Captain Berry to make every
pralticable exertion. A boat, the only one that could swim,
was instantly dispatched from the Vanguard, and other ships
that were in a condition to do so, immediately followed the
example ; by which means, from the best possible nforma-
tion, the lives of about seventy Frenchmen were saved.

The light thrown by the fire of L’Orient upon the sur-
rounding objeéts, enabled us to perceive with more certainty
the situation of the two fleets, the colours of both being
clearly distinguishable.  The cannconading was partially
kept up to leeward of the centre till about ten o’clock, when
L’Orient blew up with a most tremendous explosion. An
awful pause and death-like silence for about three minutes
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ensued, when the wreck of the masts, yards, &c. &c, which
had been carried to a vast height, fell down into the water
and on board the surrounding ships. A port fire from
L’Orient fell into the main royal of the Alexander, the fire
occasioned by which was however extinguished in about twd
minutes, by the active exertions of Captain Ball.

After this awful scene, the firing tecommenced with the
ships to leeward of the centre till twenty minutes past ten
when there was a total cessation of firing for about ten mi-
nutes; after which it was revived ull about three in the
morning, when it again ceased.

After the victory had been sccured in the van, such British
ships as were in a condition to move, had gone down upon
the fresh ships of the enemy.

At five minutes past five in the morning the two rear ships
of the enemy, Le Guillaume Tell and Le Genercux, were
the only French ships of the line that had their colears
flying.

At fifty-four minutes past five a French frigate, L’ Artemise,
fired a broadside and struck her colours; but such was the
unwarrantable and infamous condu& of the French captain,
that after having thus surrendered, he set fire to his ship, and
with part of his crew, made his escape on shore.

Another of the French frigates, La Serieuse, had been
sunk by the fire from some of our ships; but as her poop
remained above water, her men were saved upon it, and were
taken off by our boats in the morning.

The Bellerophon, whose masts and cables had been en-
tirely shot away, could not retain ber situation abreast of
L’Otient, but had drifted cut of the line to the lee side of
the bay, a little before that ship blew up. The Audacious
was in the morning detached to her assistance,

At eleven o’clock Le Genereux and Guillaume Tell, with
the two frigates, Le Justice and Le Diane, cut their cables
and stood out to sca, pursued by the Zealous, Captain Hood,
who, as the admiral himself has stated, handsomely endea-
voured to prevent their escape; but as there was no other



UNDER REAR ABMIRAL SIR HORATIO NELSON. £7

ship in a condition to support the Zealous, she was re-
called.

The whole day of the second was employed in securing
the French ships that had struck, and which were now ali
completely in our possession, Le Tonnant and Timoleon
excepted ; as these were both dismasted, and consequently
could not escape, they were naturally the last of which we
thought of taking possession.

On the morning of the third the Timoleon was set fire
to, and Le Tonnant had cut her cable and drifted on shore,
but that active officer, Captain Muller, of the Theseus, soon
got her off again, and secured her in the British line.

The British force engaged consisted of twelve ships of 74
guns, and the Leander of go.

From the over anxiety and zeal of Captain Troubridge to
get into action, his ship, the Culloden, in standing in for
the van of the enemy’s line, unfortunately grounded upon
the tail of a shoal running off from the island, on which
were the mortar and gun batteries of the enemy; and not-
withstanding all the exertions of that able officer and his
ship’s company, she could not begot off. This unfortunate
circumstance was severely felt at the moment by the admiral
and all the officers of the squadron; but their feelings were
nothing compared to the anxiety and even anguish of mind
which the captain of the Culleden himself experienced, for
so many eventful hours. There was but one consolation
that could offer itself to him in the midst of the distresses of
his situation, a feeble one it is true—that his ship served as
a beacon for three other ships, viz. the Alexander, Theseus,
and Leander, which were advancing with all possible sail set
close in his rear, and which otherwise might have experi-
enced a similar misfortune, and thus in 2 greater proportion
still have weakened our force.

It was not till the morning of the 2d, that the Culloden
could be got off, and it was found she had suffered very
considerable damage in her bottom; that her rudder was

WI' Ic b
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beat off, and the crew could scarcely keep her afloat with all
pumps going. .

The resources of Captain Troubridge’s mind availed him
much, and were admirably exerted upon this trying occa-
sion  In four days he had a new rudder made upon his own
deck, which was imnjediately shipped; and the Culloden
was again in a state for aftual service, though still very
leaky.

The admiral, knowing that the wounded of his own ships
had been well taken care of, bent his first attention to those
of the enemy. He established a truce with the commandant
of Aboukir, and through him made a communication to the
commandant of Alexandria, that it was his intention to
allow all the wounded Frenchmen to be taken ashore to
proper hospitals, with their own surgeons to attend them;
a proposal which was assented to by the French, and which
was carried into effet on the following day.

The allivity and generous consideration of Captain Trou-
bridge were again exerted at this time for the general good.
He communicated with the shore, and had the address to
procure a supply of fresh provisions, onions, &c. which
were served out to the sick and wounded, and which proved
of essential utility.

On the 2d, the Arabs and Mamelukes, who during the
battle had lined the shores of the Bay, saw with transport
that the vi¢tory was decisively ours, an event in which they
participated with an exultation almost equal to our own ;
and on that and the two following nights, the whole coast
and country were illuminated as far as we could see, in cele-
bration of our victory. This had a great effe upon the
minds of our prisoners, as they conceived that this illumina=
tion was the consequence not entirely of our success, but of
some signal advantage obtained by the Arabs and Mamelukes
over Buonaparte,

Although it is natural to suppose that the time and atten=
tion of the admiral, and all the officers of his squadron,
were very fully employed in repairing the damages sustained
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by their own ships, and in securing those of the enemy,
which their valour had subdued, yet the mind of that grea
and good man felt the strongest emotions of the most pious
gratitude to the Supreme Being, for the signal success which,
by his divine favour, had crowned his endeavours in the
cause of his country, and in consequence, on the morning
of the 2d, he issued the following memorandum to the dif

ferent captains of his squadron.
MEM.
% Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 2d day of August 1798,
¢ Almighty God having blessed his Majesty’s arms with victary, the admiral

intends returning public thanksgiving for the same at two o’clock thisday, and
he recommends every ship doing the same as soon as convenient.

¢ To the respeltive Captains of the Squadron.”’

At two -o’clock accordingly on the day, public service
was performed on the quarter deck of the Vanguard by the
Rev. Mr. Comyn, the other ships following the example of
the admiral, though perhaps not all at the same time.

This solemn a& of gratitude to heaven seemed to make a
very deep impression upon several of the prisoners, both
officers and men, some of the former of whom remarked,
¢ that it was no wonder we could preserve such order and
discipline, when we could impress the minds of our men
with such sentiments after a vi€tory so great, and ata moment
of such seeming confusion.”

On the same day the following memocrandum was issued
to all the ships, expressive of the admiral’s sentiments of the
noble exertions of the different officers and men of his squa=

dron.
¢ Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 2d day of August 1798,

¢ The admiral most heartily congratulates the captains, officers, seamen and
marines of the squadron he has the honour to command, on the event of the
Iate adtion , and he desires they will accept his most sincere and cordial thanks
for their very gallant behaviour in this glorious battle. It must strike forcibly
every British seaman, how superior their condud is, when in discipline and
good order, to the riotous behaviour of lawless Frenchmen.

s The squadron may be assured the admiral will not fail, with his dispatches
to represent their truly meritorious condudt in the strongest terms to the com-
mander in chief.

« T she Captains of the Ships of the Squadron.”
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The praise expressed in this memorandum could not ﬁ}ﬂ
to be highly acceptableand gratifying to every individual n
the squadron ; and the observation which it endeavoured to
impress upon the minds of all, of the striking advantages
derived from discipline and good order, was so much the
effe& of recent experience, that every heart immediately as-
sented to its justice.

The benefit of this important truth will pot, we trust,
be confined to any particular branch of the British navy:
the sentiment of the Hero of the Nite must infuse itself inte
the heart of every British ssaman, in whatever quarter of the
globe he may be extending the glory and interests of his
country, and will there produce the convittion, that courags
alone will not lead him to conquest, without the aid and
dire@ion of exaé discipline and order. Let those, who de~
sire to emulate (as every British seaman must) the glory
acquired upon this signal eccasion, pursue the same means
which principally led to its acquisition. Let them repose
the most perfeft reliance in the courage, judgment, and skilt
of their supcrior officers, and let them aid the designs of
these by uniformly submissive obedience and willing subor-
dination—so shall the British navy continue to be the admi-
ration of the world, till time shall be no more |

Immediately after the action, some Maltese, Genoese, and
Spaniards, who had been serving on board the French fleet,
offered their services in ours, which wercaceepted ; and they
expressed the greatest happiness at thus being freed, as they
themselves said, from the tyranny and eruelty of the French.

On the fourth day after the a&ien, Captain Berry, of the
Vanguard, sailed in the Leander, of 50 guns, with the ad-
miral’s dispatches to the commander in chief, Earl St. Vin-
cent, off Cadiz, containing intelligence of the glorious vic-
tory which he had ebtained.

b e
[Here ends the Jowrnal from which this Narrative has been coms.
piled ; and we are of opinion it cannot be better closed than by the
tetter of the Admiral himself, published in the London Gazette Ex-
traordinary of the 2d of Odtober, which we therefore subjoin,
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It would to us, however, appear a want of just feeling and senti-
ment, were we to send a Narrative into the world, so authentic and cir-
cumstantial, without attempting to express, however inadequately, our
homage for the splendid talent and heroic energy by which the glo.
rious event of which it is descriptive was achicved. The daring en.
terpiize of the attack could only be rivalled by the persevering
courage with which it was supported, and the unparalleled success
with which it was crowned.

Where the services of all npon this great occasion were so emi-
nently marked by the most animated gallantry, it would not only be
invidious, but perhaps impossible, to make a sclefion of individual
pre-eminence. If every man had not done his duty to the utmost
streteh of his ability, it scems impossible that an inferior force shuald
have obtained so signal a viftory over one so very considerably supe-
tior. The different situations, however, of the d:fferent ships, cer-
tainly placed some in ciicumstances of mote arduous and unequal
combat than others. The undaunted maguanimity with which the
Bellerophon was placed alongside L’Orient, excited at the moment
the highest admiration, and the perseverance with which she retained
her situation, must ever be the theme of eulogium with every officer
and man in the British squadron. Other instances which gave room
for a more peculiar display of heroism might be adduced, but wher¢
the ment of all was so conspicuous, the praise of heroism s justly due
to all,

In the chief commander upon this occasion, it is evident that the
high gallantry of his spirit is the least striking qualifieation for the
command with which he had so judiciously been invested, To § ght
and to conquer had been familiar to him; but he was now called
upon for the exercise of qualities which raise the tiue hero above the
level of the general mass of mankind, and constitute the charader of
a great commancers  'These, it has been seen, he not only fully pos-
sessed, but most admirably exerted. He pursued to every point in
which theie seemed the best chance of finding his enemy—he suffered
incertitnde and disappoiutment with unshaken firmness ; and the dclay
which occurred in the gratification of his wishes, only added to the
heroic feeling from which they arose.

An idea has gone abroad, that the attock in Aboukir Bay was di-
re&ed by accident. No idea can be mors unfounded, or more derow
gatory to the professional charatter of the gollant Admiral. It is
proved from this Nariative, that his mods of attack was the result of
deep and deliberate cogitation ; 2nd so clearly had he explained him.
self to those wlio were to bear tlieir respective shares in the execution
of his plans, that when they discovered their enemy, little remained to
be done but to commence the premeditated attack, How well the
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plan for the attack at anchor was concerted, the event has fully
proved ; and there is certainly every just ground for the conclusion,
that wherever, or in whatever situation the British squadron, under
Rear Admiral Nelson, had fallen in with the enemy, the result would
have been successful and glorious in a superlative degree.

As it was, no battle was ever more desperately fought—no victory
was ever more complete in itself, or more important in its conse=
quences ; and when the superiority in force of the enemy, and his
advantages of situation, are considered, it must be pronounced to be
the most daring enterprize, under the conduct of reason and skill, that
ever was attempted ; and the Battle of the Nile, which now fills all
Europe with sensations of astonishment and admiration, must continue
to be our favourite theme of panegyric, our pride, and our boast,
while generous and heroic feelings shall continue to be cherished by
the British nation.]

THE LONTON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1798,
Admiralty-Office, Of, z, 1798,
The Honourable Captain Capel, of his Majesty’s sloop Mutine,
arrived this morning with dispatches from Rear Admiral Sir Horatio

Nelson, K. B. to Evan Nepean, Esq. Secretary of the Admiralty, of
which the following are copies :
SIR, Vanguard, Mouth of the Nile, dug. 7, 1798.

Herewith T have the honour to transmit you a copy of my letter
to the Ear of St. Vincent, together with a line of battle of the
English and French squadrons, akso a list of killed and wounded. I
have the pleasure to inform you, that eight of our ships have already
top gallant yards across, and ready for any service ; the others, with
the prizes, will soon be ready for sea. In an event of this import-
ance, I have thought it right to send Captain Capel with a copy of
my letter (to the commander in chief) over land, which [ hope their
Lordships will approve ; and beg leave to refer them to Captain Capel,
who 13 2 most excellent officer, and fully able to give every informa-
tion ; and I beg leave to recommend him to theixr Lordships® notice,

I have the honour to be, &c.
HORATIO NELSON.,

P.S. The island I have taken possession of, and biought off the
two thirteen inch mortars, all the brass guns, and destroyed the irom
ones.

Ewan Nepean, Esq.



UNDER REAR ADMIRAL SIR HORATIO NELSONs 63

Vanguard, of the Mouth of the Nil,
MY LORD, Aug. 3, 1798,

Almighty God has blessed his Majesty’s arms in the late battle, by
a great victory over the fleet of the enemy, whom [ attacked at sun-
set on the 1st of August off the Mouth of the Nile. The enemy
were moored in a strong line of battle for defending the entrance of
the Bay (of Shoals), flanked hy numerous gun-boats, four frigates,
and a battery of guns and mortars on an island in their van; but
nothing could withstand the squadron your Lordship did me the
honour to place under my command. Their high state of discipline
is well known to you, and with the judgment of the captains, together
with their valour and that of the officers and men of every descrip-
tion, it was absolutely irresistible.

Could any thing from my pen add to the chara@ers of the captains,
I would write it with pleasure, but that is impossible.

I have to regret the loss of Captain Westcott, of the Majestic,
who was killed early in the ation ; but the ship was continued to be
so well fought by her first lieutenant Mr. Cuthbert, that I have given
him an order to command her till your Lordship’s pleasure is known.

The ships of the enemy, all but their two rear ships, are nearly
dismasted ; and those two with two frigates, I am sorry to say, made
their escape ; nor was ity I assure you, in my power to prevent thems
Captain Hood most handsomely endeavoured to do it, but I had no
ship in a condition to support the Zealous, and I was obliged to call
kher in.

The support and assistance I have reccived from Captain Berry
cannot be sufficiently expressed. I was wounded in the head, and
obliged to be carried off the deck, but the service suffered no loss by
that event. Captain Berry was fully equal to the important service
then going on, and to him I must beg leave to refer you for every
information relative to this victory. He will present you with the flag
of the second in command, that of the commander in chief being
burnt in the I.’Orient.

Herewith I transmit you lists of the killed and wounded, and the
lines of battle of ourselves and the French.

I have the honour to be, &c.

HORATIO NELSON.

To Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent,
Commander in Chief, Geo Se.
e, of Cadiz. 3
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Ships Names.
Culleden
Theseus
Alexahder

Vanguard

Mmotaur
Ieander
Swiftsure
Audacious
Defence
Zcalous
Orion
Geliath
Tajestic
Bellerophon
La Mutine Brig

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SQUADRON

LINE OF BATTLE.

Captains.
T. Troubridge
R. W, Miller
Alexander [. Ball
3 Edward Berry
Thomas Louis
T. B. Thompson
B. Hailoweﬁ
Davidge Gould
John  eyton
Samuel Hood
Sir James Saumarez
Thomas Foley
Geo. B. Westcott
Henry D. E. Darby

Fanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile,

August 3, 1798,

Rear Ad. Sir H. Nelson, K. B.

Guns. | Men.
74 599
74 S9a
74 590

E 74 595
74 640
50 343
74 590
74 569
74 590
74 599
74 590
74 590
74 Jago
74 §590

HORATIO NELSON,

[ e e ———

FRENCH LINE OF BATTLE.

S,Br'ps Names.
Le Guerrier
Le Conquerant
Le Fpartiate
1.’Aquilen
Le vouverain Peuple

Le Franklin

L’Orient
Lec Tonant

1.°Heureux
Le Timoleon
I.e Mercure

Le Guilliaume Tell

L.e Genereux

Fanguard, off the Mo

th of the Nile,

A!:‘gu:! 3 1793.

Bhips.
Le Liane
I e [ustice
1'Artemise
Le Serieuse

FRIGATES.

Gh’h‘] .
48

44
a6
36

Fanguard, off the Mowh of the Nilz,
Awgust 3, 1798,

Captains, Guns. | MMoen.

74 6oo—Takes.

74 700—Taken,

74 7:0—Taken.

74 qoo—Taken.

. 74 roo—Taken.
gBlijg:i:;I.Fmt Santee 8o | 8oo—Taken.

Brueys, Admiral and

{ Commander in Chief, } 120 | roro—Eurat.
80 | 8co—Taken.

74 7oe—1zken.

74 7c0—DBurnt,

i & 74 | 700=—=Taken.
gv;uin;u;;,irk;fcond Con-g 85 | 800—Escaped.
24 yoo— Escaped,

HORATIO NELSON.

Mes,
303—XEscaped.
joz—Escapud,
250~ Burnt.
250—1ismasted and sunlk.

HORATIO NELSON.
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635

A Return of the Kille-d and Wounded in his Majesty's Ships uader the
Command of Sir Horatio Neison, A. B. Rear Admiral of the Blue,
in Adgion b the Frenchy at dAnchory on the 15t of August 1798, off

she Mouth raf the Nelea

KILLED. WOUNDED.

Ehing Names, Gficers. |S=amen. | Marines. ] Officers. | seamen j Marones, | Tatala
Theseus o 5 o 1 24 5 33
Alexander 1 13 o 5 48 7z
Vanguard 3 20 7 7 0o § 10§
Minotaur x 18 3 4 54 6 8y
Swiftsure o 7 =] 1 19 2 29
Audacious o 1 o 2 gr 2 36
Defence @ 3 I o 9 2 13
Zealous o 4 [+] ] 7 o 8
Qrion H I I 5 18 6 42
Goliath z 12 7 4 28 9 62
Malcatic 3 33 14 3 124 16 | 193
Bellerophon 4 3% 13 5 | 126 17 | 197
ILeander _o | _ej_of_= | 24 o 14

Totat | 10 |} 156 46 37 | s62 78 | 893
OYFICERS KILLED,
Bhips Names. Officers Names. Rank.
Yanguard = Taddy Captain of Marines
Thomas Seymour Midsfiipman
John G, Taylor Ditto
Alexander John Collins Licutenant
Qrion Baird Captain’s Clerk
Goliath William Davies Master’s Mate
Andrew Brown Midshipman
Majestic George B. Westcott Captain
Zebedee Ford Midshipman
Andrew Gilmore Boatswain
Bellerophon Robert Savage Duniel Lieutenant
W. Launder Jitto
George Joliffe Ditto
Thomas Ellisoiz Master’s Mate
Tinotaur J. 3. Kirchner Master
Peter Walters Master's Mate,
OFFICERS WOUNDED.
Sbigs Names. Officers Numes. Rank,
Vanguard N. Vassal Licutenant
J. Adye Ditto
J. Campbeil Admiral’s Secretary
M, Austin Boatswain
T. Weatherston Midshipman
George Antrim Ditto
‘Theseus — Hawl ns Licutenant
Alexander Alexander 7. Ball, Esq. Captain
J. Cresswell Captan of Marines
W. Lawson Master
G. Bully Midshipman
Luke Anderson Ditto
Audacious John Jeans 1. ieutenznt
Christopher Font G unner

Tl 1.

#
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Ships Names. Officers Namer. Rank.
Orion Sir James Saumarcz Captain
Peter Sadler Boatswain
Philip Richardson Midshipman
Ch. Miell Litto
—— Lanfesty Ditto
Goliath William Wilkinson Lieutenant
Law. Graves Midshipman
P. Strachan Schoolmaster
éa.m:s Payne Midshipman
Majestic hatles Seward Midshipman
Charles Royle Ditto
Robert Overton Captain’s Clerk
Bellerophon H. D. Darby, Esq. Captain
Ed. Kirby Master )
John Hopkins Captain of Marines
——— Chapman Boatswain
Nicholas Betson Midshipman
Minotaur Thomas Irwin Lieutenant
John Jewell Lient. of Marines
Thomas Foxton Second Master
Martin Wills Midshipman
Swiftsure William Smith Midshipman.

Panguard, off the Mouth of the Nile,
SIR, August 11, 1798,
Herewith I send you a copy of my letter to the Earl of St. Vin=
cent of this date.
I have the honour to be, &ec.
HORATIO NELSON.
Ewan qufan, .E.rg.

Vanguard, of the Mouth of the Nile,
MY LORD, August 11, 1798.
The Swiftsure brought in this morning La Fortune, French cor-
yette, of 18 guns, and 70 men.
I have the honour to be, &c.
HORATIO NELSON.
Earl St. Pincente
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CURIQUS FISH,

OBSERVED BY M. VAILLANT®, IN HIS VOVYAGE FROM THE CAPE
OF GOOL HOPE.

I EMBARKED in the Ganges, commanded by Captain Paarde.

hooper. We sailed from False Bay the 14th of July 1784, accom-
panied by four other of the Company’sships. We had scarcely cleared
the Bay, when contrary winds drove us to the southward, where an
horrible tempest assailed us, and we were driven by a violent gale to
the latitude of 37° south. [ felt by experience how much reason the
Portuguese had to call the southernmost part of Africa the Cape of
Tempests,

The four vessels sailed in company, without losing sight of each
other ; and we even visited one another, when the weather was calm,
and we could hoist out our boats.

When this kind of intercourse was rendered impraticable by high
winds and a too stormy sea, we had recourse to another, that of mu-
tually writing letters, of which the gulls and terns were the carriers.

These birds, beaten by the winds, and tired with their flight, would
pitch upon our yards to rest themselves, where the sailors casily
caught them. Having fastened our little epistles to their legs, we
then let them fly, and, making a noise to prevent their alighting
again on the vessel, obliged them to wing their course to the next.
There they were caught again by the crew, and sent back to us in the
same manner with answers to our letters.

In the latitude of 10® 15 north, and longitude 3552, we met with
acalm that delayed us several days, and in the interval I witnessed a
phaenomenon, which, though known to the crew, was to me perfedtly
new.—Page 476, v. 3, to page 482, ¢ evidently appear to be of the
same species.”

The Lopkins, Fishing Yrog, Toad Fish or Sea Devil, is a genus
of the branchiostegious order of fish, whose head is in size equal to
all the rest of the body. A very corre&t engraving of this hideous
animal is to be seen in Pennant’s Zoology, four volt. 8vo. published
by Mr. White in Fleet-strcet, a work which officers of the navy,
would find a compendious and useful addition to their Marine Library.
‘There are three species of this fish, the most remarkable of which is
the piscatorious, or common fishing Frog, an inhabitant of the British
seas. It was known to the ancients by the name of Bparyas, and

* New Travels into the inserior Parts of Africa, vol. iil. p. 474
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rana.  Pliny takes notice of the artifice used by it to take its prey ¢
eminentia cxb oculis cornicula turbato limo exerity assultantes pisciculos at-
j'ra,!}e;u, donee tom Prope a’f&‘df.’ﬂf, ut assiliat, It puts forth ‘the
slender horps it has bencath its eyes, enticing by that mcans the httle
fish to play round till they come within reach, when it springs on
them,” The Fishing Frog *, some being between fonr and five feet
in length. Mr. Pennant mentions one taken near Scarborough, whose
month was a yard wide. The fishermen on that coast havea great re-
gard for this fish, fiom a supposition that it is a great enemy to the
Dog-Fish ; and whenever they take it with their lines set it at liberty.
The bodies of that fierce and voracious fish are often found in the
stomach of the Fishing Frog.

Immediately above the ncse are two long tough filaments, and om
the back three others : there aie what Pliny calls Cornicula, and says it
makes use of them to attract the little fish. Mr. Pennant says, they
appzar to him like lines flung out for that end ; he therefore changed
the old name of Fishing Frog for the more simple one of Angler.

Along the edges of the head and body are a multitude of short
finged skins, placed at equel distances. 'The colour of the upper
part of this fish is dusky, the lower part white, the skin smooth.

The Fishing Frog of Mount’s Bay +, called by Iir. Pennant Long
Angler, is a species not geneially known.

It is, says Dr, Boslase, of a longer form than the common kind
the head more bony, rough, aud aculeated. It had no finlike ap-
pendages round the head, but on cach side the thinner part of the
body, beginning beneath the dossal fin, and reaching within two
mches of the tail, was a series of them, each three quarters of am
inch in length.

At the end of the peftoral fins were spines an inch and three quarters
in length ; at the end of the tail others three quaiteis of an iach long.

The French style this fish—La Grenouille de Mery ou pescheuse —-
L¢ Diable de Mer, Bauldroy et Pescheteau.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE MONSOONS.

[From the BomBay Carenbpan.]

OUR readers will not require to be told, that our year is divided

into two grand seasons, or, as they are called, the south-west and
north-cast monsoons ; that the fust geneally prevails fiom May to the
middle of September, inclusive, theother dming the remaining months 3
yet we must premise this as an introdu@ion to what follows :

* 5o called frem irs figure resembling that animal in a tadpole state.
t Borlase’s Coinwall, 266, tab 27, fiy 6.~Phil. Trans. vol. L. 170
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We need scarcely to observe, that during the sonth-west monsoon,
ali the ports and roadsteds on this side of India deny approach ; so
much so, that between the r5th of May and the 1st of September,
ships are precluded by their policies from touching upon the Malzbar
coast, or from lying in Surat Roads between the 1st of May and the
1stof September, Generally speaking, the monsoon is considered ta
extend from Dunder-head, the southern extremity of Ceylon, to the
Persian Culph ; in order to attain which, they who should sail at thig
season, would be obliged to make what is called a southern passage,
that 1s, go first to the south of the equater, before they could stritch
over to the westward ; a voyage that would occupy for Muscat about
forty days, and to Bussorah about two months ; the same objeétion
exisis against sailing at this searon to any part of the Arabian coast 3
as for the Red Sea, it is considered in vain to attempt entering it at
this season——nor can it be said to be favourable to sail now to the
Cape, the Mauritius, o1 any port to the westward,

To the other side of India, on the contrary, it is now the most
advantageous period of departing, From the middle of April even
to the middle of August, a voyage to Madras niay be made in abous
twelve or fifteen days ; to Bengal, from fifteen to twenty days; afier
this time, it becomes excessively tedious from the necessity of keep-
ing to the castern side of the bay to avaid the violent weather on the
Coromandel coast; for the same reason the south-west monsoon iy
eligible to leave Bombay for any of the ports in the Gulph of Bengal,
or the Straits of Malacca :~~hence also itis the season for sailing ta
China : after the zoth of August, however, what is called the die&k
passage to China becomes very precarious, with much probability of
finding blowing weather in the Chima seas,

With regard to the ports from which ships may be expeéted to
arrive at Bombay during thi. monsoon; it may be laid down as a
general rule, that the quarte:s favourable to sail to during any sezson,
are those that it is unfavourable to expect arrivals from ; and wice
wersa ; hence from the Persian Gulph, the Red Sea, the Cape of
Good Hope, and the westward in general, this is the most seasonahle
period to expect arrivals : from Muscat, a trip may be now made in
ten or twelve days, from Mocha in twenty days, and Suez in about a
month ; it should be remarked, that afier S‘q?tembcr the Red Sea
admuts of no egress : ships consequently remaining there beyond'that
time, must continue there all the north east monsoon, and are s:-%:d to
have lost their passage; on this account the 25th of August is the
latest day to which our cruisers ure allowed to remain at Suez, P“r'om
the Cape a passage may be in five or six wecks : from the Mauritius,
in three weeks or a montl,
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The south-west monsoon is also the most favourable season in which
a passage may be made from Batavia or any ports to the eastwardy’
through these southern straits ; from Batavia to Bombay in particulary
a passage may be made in about thirty-five days. From Madras and
Bengal during the south-west monsoon, it is necessary to make the
southern passage in order to reach Bombay ; this will require in &
passage from Madras from thirty to forty days, and from Bengal from
forty-five to sixty days, from the necessity of working out of the river
and beating down the bay to clear Acheen-head ; from the Straits of
Malacca, it is an arduous task to sail for this port, or even to any one
on the Peninsula of India, owing to the difficulty of working round
Acheen-head.

‘We have now to treat of the north-east monsoon, or the season
which may be considered as included between the 15th of August and
the 15th of April, in which, the first circumstance that occurs to us
to remark, is that our coast is rendered in a peculiar manner secure
and favourable to navigation ; it is now considered the most eligible
period for satling to the Persian Gulph, and in general to all ports to
the westward : to Museat the trip is generally fifteen, aud to Bussorah
twenty-eight days. The time suitable for sailing to Mocha and Suez
is from the middle of February to the middle of March, when a pas-
sage may be made to the first in cighteen days, to the second in
twenty five. Ifaship be delayed till the latter end of March or the
beginning of April, the passuge becomes more tedious, being thew
obliged to make the land to the southward of the island of Socatra,
before the gulph can be entered, on account of the southerly winds
which prevail, and a current setting to the northward. After the
15th of April a ship bound to the Red Sea would be very likely to lose
her passage.

Between the 15th of August and the r3th of September, it may be
considered favourable to sail to Madras and Bengal, but after this
time the seasen is suspended, owing to the setting in of the north-
€ast monsoon on the other side of India, which closes the ports on
the coast of Coromandel, Golconda, and Orissa, between the 15th of
Oé&ober and the 15th of December, at least this period is excepted
in common policies of insurance : after this time again a passage may
be made to Madras in thirty, and Bengal in fifty days; this season
may be deemed unfavourable to the coast of Pegue and the Straits of
Malacca, but for the Straits of Sunda, Batavia, for example, it is the
best adapted : a paswsage thither may be made in thirty-five days,

e ——
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NAVAL POETRY.

NOR LET THE 30NS OF LETTER'D PRIDE DESPISE

GERMSE, WHENCE THE VIG'ROUS SU0QOTS OF VALOUR RISE G
50 AT'I‘IC FREEDOM OWN'D HARMODIUS® STRAIN,

50 ROUS'D TYRTEUS' SONG THE S5PARTAN TRAIN.”

Pye’s Naucratia,

POOR TOM :—A T4rE.

From % Taves or Tue Hov,” &y Perer PinpaR,
(LATELY PUBLISHED.)
OW the rage of battle ended,
And the French for mercy call ;
Death no more in smoke and thunder
Rode upon the vengeful balls

Yet, what brave and loyal heroes
Saw the sun of morning bright—

Ah! condemn’d by cruel fortune
Ne’er to see the star of night.

From the main-deck to the quarter,
Strew'd with limbs, and wet with blood,

Poor Tom Halliard, pale and wounded,
Crawl’d where his brave captain stood,

¢ O, my noble captain ! tell me,

¢ Ere I’m borne a corpse away,
s¢ Have I done a seaman’s duty

¢ On this great and glorious day ?

« Tell a dying sailor truly,
<« For my life is fleeting fast ;
¢ Have I done a scaman’s duty ?
¢ Can there aught my mem’ry blast »*

¢ Ah ! brave Tom!” the captain answer’d,
¢« Thou a sailor’s part hast done !
& I revere thy wounds with sorrow—
¢ Wounds by which our glory’s won.,”
¢ Thanks, my captain ! life is ebbing
¢ Fast from this deep-wounded heart 3
¢ But, O grant one little favour,
¢¢ Ere 1 from the world depart.
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¢ Bid some kind and trusty sailor,
¢ When I’m number’d with the dead,
¢ For my dear ahd constant Cath’rine
¢ Cut a lock from this poor head.
¢ Bid bim to my Cath'rine give ity
¢ Saying, her’s alone I die !
#¢ Kate will keep the mournful present,
# And embalm it with a sigh.

¢ Bid him too this letter bear her,

¢ Which I’ve penn’d with panting breath:
¢ Kate may ponder on the writing,

¢ When the hand is cold in death.”

¢ That I will,’’ replied the captain,
¢ And be ever Catl’rine’s friend.”’—
¥ Ah! my gdod and kihd commander,
¢ Now my pains and sorrows end "

Mute towards his captain weeping,
Tom uprais d a thankful eye—
Grateful then, his foot embracing,

Sunk with Katt on his ldst sigh !

Who, that saw a scene sb motirnflly
€ould without a tear depart ?

He must own a savage nature—
Pity never warm’d his heart.

Now in his white hammock shrouded,
By the kind and pensive crew,

As he dropt into the ocean,
All burst out—¢ Poor Tom, adlett "

(™ i

SONNET ON ABSENCE,
BY 4 YOUNG LADY.

(NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED.)
e e ———

LEAK howls the wintry wind ! and o’er the world
Dull night in Stygian darkness draws her veil ;
Rude, ’gainst the lattice, beating rain is hutl’d,
While my sad fancy chilling fears assail.
Al ! where is he, who thus my Muse deplores ?
On the cold deck, far from these friendly shores,
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The long mid-watch he keeps : no haven near
Shelters the treasure that my soul holds dear.
No moon beam lights him o’er th’ inconstant deep,
Yet still their course the patient helmsmen keep,
To thee, great God, I kneel ! at thy decree
List grows the wind, and calm the troubled sea.
Thy guardian angel watchful still shall stand;
Support him o’er the waves, and guide him safc to land.
Sl gl
ADDRESS TO THE WINDS,
BY MRS. RATCLIEFE.
[ —————
VIE\VL ESS through Heav’n’s vast vault your course ye steer,
Unknown from whence ye come, or whither go'!
Mysterious powers ! I hear ye murmur low,
Till swells your loud gust on my startled ear,
And awful ! seems to say—some God is near!
I love to list your midnight voices float
In the dread storm that o’er the ocean rolls,
And, while their charm the angry wave ¢ontrouls,
Mix with its sullen roar, and sink remote.
Thesn, rising in the pause, a sweetcr note,
The dirge of spirits, who your deeds bewail,
A sweeter note oft swells while sleeps the gale!
But soon, ye sightless powers! your rest is oer;
Solemn and slow, ye rise upon the air,
Speak in the shrouds, and bid the sea boy fear—
And the faint warbled dirge is heard no more!
Oh, then I deprecate your awful reign !
The loud lament yet bear not on your breath!
Bear not the crash of bark far ou the main,
Bear not the cry of men, who cry in vain,
The crew’s dead chorus sinking into death !
Oh, give not these, ye pow’rs! [ ask alone,
As wrapt I climb these dark romantic steeps,
The elemental war, the billows moan ;
1 ask the still, sweet tear, that list'ning fancy weeps !
Sl et ™ o™
HUMAN LIFE COMPARED TO THE OCEAN,

BY DR. YOUNG.
po

CEAN! thou dreadful and tumultuous home
Of dangers, at eternal war with man !
Death’s capital! where most he domincers,

oty 1. L
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With all his chosen terrors frowning round,

Tho’ lately feasted high at Albion’s cost,

Wide op’ning, and loud roaring still for more!

Too faithful mirror ! how dost thou reflect

The melancholy face of human life ?

"The strong resemblance tempts me farther still:

And, haply, Britain may be deeper struck

By moral truth in such a mirror seen,

Which nature holds for ever at her eye.
Self.flatter'd, unexperienc’d, high in hope,

When young, with sanguine checr, and streamers gays

‘We cut our cable, launch into the world,

And fondly dream each wind and star our friend ;

All in some darling enterprize embarked :

But where is he can fathom its event ?

Amid a multitude of artless hands,

Ruin’s sure perquisite ! her lawful prize!

Some steeraright ; but the black blast blows hard,

And puffs them wide of hope : with hearts of proof

Full against wind and tide, some win their way ;

And when strong effort has deserv’d the port,

And tugg’d it into view, tis won ! ’tis lost !

They strike ; and, while they triumph, they expire,

In stress of weather, most : some sink outiight ;

O’er them, and o’er their names the billows close ;

To-morrow knows not they were ever horn :

Others a short memorial leave behind ;

Like a flag floating, when the bark’s ingulph’d,

It floats a moment, and is seecn no moie :

Ouve Cezsor lives, a thousand are forgot.

How few bencath auspiciovs planets born,

With swelling sails make good the promis’d port,

With all their wishes freighted ! Yet even these,

Freighted with all their wishes, soon complain :

"They sull arc men ; and when is man secure 2

As fatal time as storm ! the rush of years

Beats down their snength ; their numberless escapes

In ruin cnd @ and now their proud success

But plants new terrors on the victor’s brow :

‘What pain to quit the world just made their own,

Tlietr nest so deeply duwn’d, and built so high

"T'oo low they build, who build beneath the stars.
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Gasette Letters,
ADMIRALTY OFFICE, BEC. I, 1798,

Copy of a Letter from Sir Charles Thempson, Bart. Vice Admiral of the Blue, to
Ewvan Nepean, Esq. doted at Spithead, Nov 29.

SIR,
E pleased to acquaint their I ordships that his Majesty’s ship Ambuscade ar-
rived at Spithead this afternoon, with L’Hirendelle, a Urench prize of
twenty guns and fifty men, from the lsle of France. [am, Sir, &ec.
CHARLES 1 HOMPSON.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. 4.

Capy of @ Letter from the Right Hon. Lord Bridport, K B. Admiral of the White
. to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated the 2d anstant.

IR
INCLOSED is a copy of a letter which I have received from the Honourable
Captain Stopford, of his Majesty’s ship Phaton, which I transmit to you for
their Lordships’ information.” 1 have the honour to be, &e.
ERIDPORT.

MY LORD, Phacton, at Sea, Nov. 24
T have the honour to inform your Lordship, that his Majesty’s ship under my
command has this day caprurcd a French brig privateer, called La Resolue,

mounting 18 runs, and carying 7o men. ]
£he w%s rct%:ming from ; r.r%nze, in which she had captured one English
merchant hip, called the General Violfe, ficm Poole, bound te Newfoundland ;
and an American sloop from Boston te Hambuigh, which iatter was recaptmed
Dby the Stag last mght. The Phaton haviag continued the chace alter the pri-
vateer, the two ships separated, but I am inhopes thar we shall soom again join.

1 have the honour to be. .
KOBERT STOFFORD.
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Copy of anotber Lettst from the Earl of St. Vincent, K. B. Admival of the Blu
and Cominander in Chief of bis Majesty's ships and Vessels in the Mediterranean
to Evan Nepean, Esg daled at Gibraltar, Oftoher 31.

sIR, ;

I inclose a letter from Captain Bland, of L’Espoir, acquainting me with the
¢apture of a small French cutter s La Fulminante). This vessel is so admirably
adapted for an advice-boat, of which we are in extreme want, and so well found,
that [ immediately ordered Commissioner Inglefield to cause her to be surveyed
and estimated, and she procecded to sea the day after she was taken.

I am, Sir, &ec. ST. VINCENT.
MY LORD, L’ Espoir, 0&. 29, 17¢8.

1 have the pleasure to inform your Lordship, his Majesty’s brig under my

command has captured a French national cutter, that was cruizing between Ta-

risa and T'angiers, who had the impudence to attack us. Iam, my I erd, &,
LOFIUS BLAND.

Eatraél of anoiber Letter from the Earl of St Fincent, K. B. fo Ewvan N:Pea::, _E:g.
duted ot Gibraliar, Nov 15, 1798.

You will perceive by the inclosed copy of a lerter and list of captures and re-
captures from { aprain Middleton, of his i7ajesty’s ship the Flora, that the po-
sition I placed Licr and the Caroline in furnished 2 considerable degree of pro=
tedtion to the outward bound Africap and West India trade.

MY LORD, His Majesty's ship Flora, qf!be Salvage:, 0&. 4.

I have the honeur to inform your Lordship that the Salvages bearing N. by
V. six or seven leagues distant, I fell in with his Maje:ty's ship the Caroline, in
chace of a cutter; after passing the private signal, I joined in the chace until
aine A. M. when she struck.  She proves to be the President Parker, of
1.’Orient, Citizen Ferry, commander; a new veflel, sails well, and belongs to
the Republic, but has a letter of marque for six months. In the chace he hove
all her guns overboard, also the shot and a quantity of provisions. She had
capturea the Bird of Liverpool, Robert 'I'yne, master, bound to Africa, which
Captain Dowen of the Carcline, had recaptured this morning at four o'clock.
Anneved ! send your | ord hup a list of the guns thrown overboard ; and have

the honour to be, my Lord, &e.
R. G. MIDDLETON.
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A List of Guns, &'e ihi ozon overboard by the Cutler during the chace.
Tight carrcnudes, 36-pounderss 1long gun, g-pounder; six menths provifions
of all species {nearlyl, and ail her boats.
List of Ships avd Pewels sopiured, ve-cajtured, ond destroyed by bis Majesty’s Ships
dlora and Caroline, beiwveen the 1910 duy of Fuly and the 5th of Now. 1708,
Portugucze brig Nostra Senora de mien, belonging to Liverpool, bound

Monte, of 12 men, helonging to Ma-
deira, bound frem Madeira to 5t Mi-
chael, laden with bale goods, prize to
1.’ Abeille French privateer re-captured
the 1st of August 1798, off Palma, by
the Flora, and sent to Madeira.

Spanish packet Grimaldi, of 2 guns,
and 28 men, belonging to Corupna,
bound from Corunna to the Havannah,
luden with wine, &ec. eaptured the 4th
Scptember off 1eneriffe, by the Flora,
and sent to Madeira.

spanish ship La Carlota, of 19 men,
belonging to | encrifle, bound from the
river de Plata to T'eneriffe, laden with
leather and tallow, captuied the 3cth
September ofl Teneriffe, by the Flora,
and sent to Madeira,

Lnglish ship Bird, of 10 guns and 30

from Liverpool to the coast of Guinea,

laden with various Guinea stores, prize

to President Parker privateer, re-ca

tured the g4th of October off the Sa

vages, by the Caroline, and sent to Ma-
eira.

French cutter privateer, President
Parker, of 12 guns, and 50 men,
belenging te Dunkirk, bLound from
L’Orient an a cruize, captured off the
talvages by the Flora and Caroline,
and sent o Madcira.

French lagger privatcer I'Espe-
rance, 1 gan with musquets, and 38&
men, belonging to Santa Cruz, bound
from Santa Cruz on a cruize, destroyed
the 16th October ar Tencriffe, by the
Caroline’s boats,
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French ship polacre privateer, Le on a cruize, captured the 20th O&ober
Baret, 1o guns and 77 men, belonging  off Teneniffe, by the Carchime and
to Malaga, bound from Grand Canary Flora, and sent to Madeira.

R. G. MIDDLETON.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. 15.

Cops of a Letier, dated at Ramsgate, the 6th Instant, from My, Thomar Robert Ridpe,
Cormmaader of the Badger Ewcwe Cutter, to the Honourable the Conumissaners of
Excise, and trinsmatted o this Office.

HO\OURABLL $1RS,

1 BEG leave to mform your Honours, that being cruizing with the Badger
cutter on the moining of the sth instant, I fell in with and captured between
Folkstone and Dungenness 2 French lugger privateer of {our carriage guns, and
manned with exgh cen men, called the Calasen, Citoyen “aques Su.dlaumeLamey,
commander, of and from Calats, out 18 hours, and had ca; tued nething, quite
new, being her first cruaze. I have put in here with the prize, owmng to its
blowing very strong fiom the southward, and as soon as 1t moderates [ shall
proceed to Dover with her. I am, &e.

THO. R. RIDGE.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. 22.

Copy of @ Letter from the Right Hon. Locd Bridport, K B. Admiral of the White,
&% to Evan Nepean, Fig dated the 18ib wi £
INCLOSED isa copy of a letter from Captiin Jenlins, of his Majesty’s ship
Ambuscade, which 1s transmitted to jou for their Lordships’ mfoimation,
1 have the honour to be, Sir, &ec.
BRIDPORT.

MY LORD. Ambuscade, at Sea, Dec 13.

I 'beg to acquaint your Lordship, thit | have capimed the Letter of Marque
Taucon, from Guadaloipe hourd to Lovrdeauy, loaded with sugar, coffee, &c.
She 15 near 220 tons, has been 46 cays on her passage, and had not taken any
thing.

g I have the honour to he, &e.
HENRY JENKINS.

Copy of @ Letter from the Lail of St Pivcent, K B Admiral of the Blue, and Com-
amar dev an Lhief of his Magesty’s Shi's and Pessels wn the Meditezranean, do Eav
Nepearn, Esg. dated Le Souveramn, Gibraltar, Nev. 23, 1798.

SIR,

1 enclose a letter from Lieutenant Corynden Boger, of the Majestic, who
eommands s M ajesty’s sloop E1 Corse 1n the absence of Loird W illtem Stuare
her Captain, giving an account of the capture of one of the most nuschieveus of
the enemy s privatecrs which mfest the entrance of the dtrats; and his achivity
ou the occasion does hum great credit. I am, &e.

ST. VINCENT.

MY LORD, Tangier fay, Nov 2%,

T have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that after seeing the convoy into
the Bay of Gibraltar, I chased two Fiench privateers, one of which, I’ dolphe,
mounting six carriage guns and 42 men, | captered yesteiday everung, t 1¢ other
I drove on shore about two nules to the westward of Tarnff, hut fior: the day
being far advanced, and very hazy weather, Ifound it unpossible, with safery,
to attempt destroying her. 1 am your Lordship’s, &e.

CORYNDON BOGER.

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, DEC. 23, I798.

LIEUT JONES, of s Majesty's ship Leviathan, airived here this af-er-
noon with a dispatch from Admiral the Lail of 5t. Vincent to Mr. Nepean, of
which the following is a copy :

9IR, Le Sowuverain, Gibraltar, Dec. 6, 1798,

1 inclosed the copy of a letter f om Commodore Duckworth, with othey
documents relating to the conquest of the Island of Mincrca, npon which
impoitant event 1 request you wull congratulate the Lords Commissioners of
the Admuralty.
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Lieut. Jones, First of the Leviathan, is the bearer of this dispatch, who,
from the report of Commodore Duckworth, ¥nd my own observation when my
flag was on board that ship, is highly deserving their Lordships’ favour and
protedion. 1 am, Sir, &e. &c.

ST. VINCENT.

MY LORD, Lewiathati, off Fournslles, Minorca, 19th Now. 1798.

Tn pursuance of your Lordship's instruions to me of the 18th and 2cth of
QO¢tober, 1 proceeded with the ships under my orders, and the troops under the
command of the Hon Gen. Charles Stuart, to the rendezvous off the Colom=
brites; and, after having been joined by his Majesty's sloop Peterell, and the
arrangemtents for landing had been completed, on'the sth in the afterncon I
stood for Minerca. but in consequence of light winds 1 did not make that island
till day-break cu the 7th, then within five miles of the Port of Fournelles, where
fnding the wind diredtly out of that harbour, and the enemy pre arcgl for owr
reception, I (having previously comsulted the General) made the signal for
Cupt. Bowen of the Argo, accompanied by the Cormorant and Aurora, to
assist in covering the landing, to lead into the Creek of Addaya, there not being
water or space enough for the line of battle ships; which he exccuted in a most
officer-like und judicibus manner; and in hauvling round the Northern peint a
buttery of four twelve pourders fired one gun ; but, on seeing the broadside,
the enemy left it, blowing up their magazines, and spiking the guns, when the
transports were got in without damage, though there was scarcely room for
stowing them in tiers. During this service, which was rapidly executed, the
Leviathan and Centaur plied on and off Fournelles, to divert the attention of
the enemy ; but knowing an expeditious landing to be our greatest object, as
socn. as I observad the transports were nearly in the creek, [ bore away, and
anchored with fhe Leviathan and Centaur off its entrance, to see that service
performed.  One battalion was put on shore by eleven o’clack, and direétly
took the height, which proved fortunate, as the enemy very quickly appeared in
two divisions, one of which was marching down towards the battery before
roentioned, when I ordered the covering ships to commence a cannonade, which
effedtually checked their progress, and the General kept them at bay with the
treops he had ; and by six o’cloek in the affernoon the whole were on shore,
with cight six-pounders, field pieces, and eight days’provifions, as also two
Lowitzers. On the same evening, after ordering the Cormiorant and Avrora
1o proceed off Port Mahon. with seven transports, to form a diversion, I got
under way with the Ieviathan and Centaur, znd turned up to Fournelles with
an intent to force the harbour; but cn my entering the passage, I found the
enemy had evacuated the forts, and the wind throwing out caused me to anchor,
when [ made the Centaur’s signal (which was following me) to haul off, landed
the marines of the Leviathan, tovk possession of two forts of four guns each,
and one of six : hut soon after the General requesting I would not enter this
pert, 1 ordered Capt. Dighy to embark the marines, and to put to sea, and
cruize under the command of Capt. Markham, who was employed in covering
the Port of Fournelles and Addaya, and preventing succour being thrown in,
whilst my pendant was hoisted on board the Argo, where I continued two days,
aiding and direéhing the necessary supplies for the army. In this I was ably
assisted by Captain Bowen, During these two days I visited head quarters to
consult with the General, when it was decided, as the anchorage at Addayawas
extremely hazardous, and the transports in hourly risque of being lost, to rs-
move them to Fournelles ; which was executed under cover of the leviathan
and Centaur. Cn the 11th, [ ordered the Centaur off Ciudadella to prevent
reinforcements being thrown in, and znchored the Leviathan at Fournelles,
Junded some twelve pounder ficld-pieces and howitzers, the seilors drawing
them up to the army, shifted iny pendunt to the Leviathan, and left the Argo
at Addaya, ordering Capt. Bowen to continue there till all the depots were re-
embarked and removed, which was effeted that day. Late that evening [
received information from the Genersl that four ships, supposed to be of the
line, were scen between Minorca and Majorca. In the mujldle of the night,
the General ssnt me auother corroberating report from the ook out man, of the
Your ships scen being of the line.  [instantly put to sea (though one-fifth of the
crews were on shore) with two ships of the line, a forty fovr, and three armed

4
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transports, and stood towards Ciedadella; when at day-light the next morning,
that place bearing S, E. hy 5. eight or nine miles, five ships were seen from the
mast-head standing dire@ly down for Ciudadella. 1 instantly made the signal
for a general chace, when [ soon observed the enemy haul their wind for
Majorca : butl centinued the pursnit to prevent the possibility of cheir throwing
in succour to Minorca; and at noon I discovered the enemy from the lore-yard
to be four large frigates and a sloop of war; this lutter keeping her wind, I
made the Argo’s signal to haul after her, and Capt. Bowen by his letter of the
15th, informs me he took her at half past three in the afternoon, and proved to
be his Majesty’s sloop Peterell, which had been captured the preceding forenonn
by the squadron of frigates I was in chace of —For further purticulars on that
head I'fhall refer you to Captain Bowen’s lerter, where | am convinced you will
ohserve with great concern the very harsh treatment the officers and crew of the
Pegere!l met with when captored ; and he has since added, that ene man, who
resisted the Spaniards plundering him of forty guineas, was murdered and
thrown overbeard. I continued the chace till 11 o’clock that night, when I
was within three miles of the sternmast frigate ; but findine the wind become
Light, [ feared it would draw me too far from the island of Minorea ; | therefore
Luiled the Centaur, and diredted Capt. Markham to pursue the enemy, steered
direély for Ciudadella, which I made the subsequent afternoon (th= 14th), with
the Caleutta and Ulysses. The next morning (the 15th) at day break, the Argo
joined us off Ciudadella. Having had no commanication from the General, I
sent the First Lieutenant, Mr, Jones, thongh a very hazardousnight, in the ship’s
cutter. with a letter to the Geveral, proposing to cannonade Ciudadella if it
would facilitate his eperations. In the morning of the 16th, Licutenant Jones
retirned with duplicates of two letters I had previously received by Captain
Gifford, the General’s Aid-de-Camp, acquainting me that he had sumnioned the
town on the r4th, and that Terms of Capitulation were agreed upon on the
15th to surrender to his Majesty’s arms. When I went on shore, I signed the
Capitulation the General had made, on which fortunate event I maost truly con-
gratulate your Lordship.—The Centaur joined, not having been so fortunate as
to capture cither of the Spanish Frigates, thongh within four miles of the stern-
most. Capt. Markam being apprehensive the continuance of the chace wonld
carry him to a great distance frem more essential service —From the 1oth in the
morning, when Fort Charles was put 1nto our possession, and Loird Mark Kerr
in the Cormwrant, with the Aurora, Capt. Caulfield, entered the port, those
ships have been employed for the defence of the harbour, guarding the prisoners s
and I have the pleasure to assare your Lordship, in the performance of the various
services incident to the movements I have stated, I cannot pass too high enco-
miums on the Captains, Officers, and Seamen under my command. From Captains
Poulden and Pressland, agents of transports, 1 received every possible assistance
in their departments; end when it was neeessary I should proceed to sea
to bring to aétion a reputed superior force, they shawed great spirit, and
used £very exertion to accompany me in their armed transports, as did Lient.
Simfonds, the other agent, in his. I must now beg leave to mention my Farst
Lientenant, Mr George Jones, who, in the various and hazardous services he
had to undergo during the attack of the island, has proved highly deserving my
praise; | have therefore put him to act as commander of the Peterell, which
ship 1 have presumed to recommission to convey the present dispatches. There
is also high merit due to my Second Licutenant, Mr Wilham Buchannan,
whom I landed as second in command under Captain Bowen, with more than
250 seamen, There were likewise the Leviathan's and Centaur’s Marines with
the army, to the number of 100; but the other essential service calling Capt.
Bowen on board his ship, the command of the seamen devolved on Licutenant
Buchannan, and as will appear by the strongest accompanying testimony given
him from the Commander in Chief of the Army, he performed the services
with the army with the greatest ability and exertion. 1 should feel myself
remiss were | to close this without noticing te your Lerdships the particalar cx -
ertions, adtivity, and correctness of Lieut. Whiston, of the Constitution cutter,
in the various services and messages he had to execute.

The General having signified a wish that his diepatches should be sent with-
out delay, I have not yet been able to visit the port of Mahon, to obtain a re-
turn of the state of the dock-yard or vesscls captured in that place; but [ un=
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derstand, from Captam I ord Robert Mark Kerr, that there are no ships of
war, and only o3 merchant ship of value the particulars of which I will
tiarsnut by the earliest opportunity. 1 have the honour to be, my Lord, witn
the highest respeot, &c

Admiral the Larl of St Vwcent, K B J- T DUCKWORTH.

sIR, Argo, at Sea, 15th Nov 1798
1 have the honour to acquaint you, that at half past three P M on the
13th inst Thad the _ood fortune to come up with the ship that [ hauled the
wind af er 1ound Cape Rouge, conformable to your signal, she proved to be
his Majesty s ship Peterell, in possession of Don Antomio Franco Gandrada,
sccond Captan of the “pamsh frigate llora, who, 1n company with three
others, named 1n the margin =, ciptured het the day before
These fiigates had come fiom Carthagena had touched at Barcelona sailed
from thesice on bawmday last bound to Mahon, with eight millions of 1als to
pay the troops
Deeming 1 absolutely necessary to make the Peterell useful until your re-
turn  took all the bpaniards out, (72 10 numnber) and gave her in charge of
my first Lieutenart, M r 1 yne with a Mate two Vidshipmen thaty camen,
and twelve marmes directing them to land an officer and gu de at [ournclles,
with a letter for General Stuart and to return here immediately
I am sorry to mnform you the bpamaras behaved very 1l to the officers znd
seamen of the Feterell, having robbed and plundered them of every thing
Great part of the captain sand officers’ clotnes I have recovered T returned off
this place yesterday, but bemg calm I ¢ uld not get near the shore
1 have the honour to be, tar, &c
JAMEL BOWEN.
S1E, Before Crudadella, Now 18, 1793
T have the honour to return you and the gentlemen employed on shore under
yoar command, wy cincere thanks for your activity, zeal, and assistance, 1n
forwarding the light artllery of the army, neither can too much praise be
1ven to the scanen for toewr fiiendly ard cheerful exertions under veiy haid
ibour exertions which were accompanied with a propricty of behaviour which
1 greatly attribute to yowr managemcnt, and which will ever mert my ac-
knowledoments, and affords me the satisfaction of assuring yon that [ am with

Commodors Duclavorth

sincere 1egard, yours, &c.
Lieuteaa 13 Buchan ian

CHARI ES5 STUART.

A Lisi of Stores found in the Arsenal of Port Mabon

The keel and stean trame for a man
of war brig on the stocks, with all
the timbers, and part of the clothing,
all the nigoing, &e

14 Gun boats, hauled up with all
therr niggmng 1n good order, but the
boats very old —13 boats fiom 36 to 2>
fect tm length, all the 1 rigging 1n good
order, and fit for service

2 Cables of 17 1nch —2 do of gnch.
~q do of § % mcn

Rope of 5inch 400 fathoms—do
of 3 1nch, 400 fatnoms —do of 2 * inch
6oo fathoms—do of 1 £inch 450 fa-
thoms —do of ¢+ mch, 320 fathoms—
do of 2 inch 400 fathoms

0ld junk, 6u00 pounds

Si¢ anchors fiom 14to 17 cwt

Seven giapuels, of 7 cwt

4 large quantity of all sorts of iron
work

A brass moitar, of 13 inch.

1 hree ditto, of 12 ditto

Some shells of 13 inch and of 8
inch

Two topmasts for 74 gun ships.

Thiee lesser ones

Several caps and spars

1 oo fir planks

ceveial knees, and some oak plank

Twenty tons of nails of all sorts

Thirty bolt of new, and about go0
yards of old canvass

lomteen Spamsh pendants

Blocks for the sheas and heaving
ships down of all desciiptions, with
wvarious other small articles

(signed) | WOOLDRIDGE.

Lieutenant of the Cormorant.

List of Shaps and Fessels ﬁwm‘ at Port Mabon, and talen Possession of

A ship of 540 tons, partly laden with
cotton, gum, and drugs

A ship of 2¢0 tons, 1n ballast

A xebec ot 6 tons laden with horn.
And fow small Fartans
(Signed) J WCOLDRIDGE,
Lieutenant of the Cormorant.

* Canlda, of 4o guns, Pomona, of 40, and Prostrping, ef 40
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NOTICE TO MARINERS.
Cepenbagen, August 30, 1798,

EN order to render those marisers who frequent the port of Bergen more
ceufident of their situation when on that coast, partreularly when sailing to
and from the said port by Skuddeneces, a new lantern-light has been erefled on
xhe point of that Maze, which will begin to burn on the 1st of January 1734,
and conrinue on the same segulations as the rest of the lights, viz. during the
summer, from Easter till Michaelmas, when it will be lit ene hour after the
setting of the Sun; and durieg the winter, from Michaelmas till Easter, it
then being lit half an hour after the setting of the Sun, and continuing to burn
till day-light. It is further made known, that this lantern will be hoisted on
a mast or pole, close to which a shed is built and painted white ; therefore the
same must be seen very plainly in those diredlions in which it presents itself to
wiew.  The lantern wi]lp be abont three hundred teet above the surface of the
water. It is already known that there has long been a coal-light on the isles
of Hvidding, and a lantern-light close to Hoyvarden, the latter servimg when
ene has entered Carmsound, to assist in chusing a good berth to anchor in.
Whenever oae may wish to bear away for the Bay and eater Carmsound, one
ought, with due attention, to be able to distinguish the light of Skuddenees and
Hvidding Isles. This last, which is suspended between two poles, gives 2
blaze-light, but that en the Skuddenees, as has been observed, is a lantern,
and gives a clear and steady light: and besides, this light cannot be seen when
oneé comes from the westward, unless ane is 5o niuch to the southward that the
CIff of Giztongen does not interrupt the view of it, or that you have it due
N. E. by E. : and in this point of the compass, the navigation is clear from
Hvidding Isles; one may therefore, if one got sight first o%one light, and were
in doubt a short time which of them it was, steer a httle East; for were it
Skuddenees light that appeared, one would shortly after see the blaze of Hvida
ding Isles, unless it were a fog, hazy weather, or snow storm. [f, however,
by steering more to the eastward, another light does soon appear, it must na-
turally be that on Hvidding Isles, and one may then by soundings set one’s
course accordingly and take a view of the other, since, if from the situation of
Skuddenees Light being hidden from the high land, a light appears more to the
eastward than due N. E. by E. be assured it must be Fividding [sles. Knowing
this. one may withsafety keep under Skuddenees as one may now by the newlighr
fnow to a certainty where the bite is, and accordingly run in under the land, and
s0 into Carmsound. When one comes fiear the Smorstaklen one may exped to
see all the three lights; and again, if the light of Skuddenees is hiddeu by the
high land, then the two others, particularly that close to Hoyvarden, will prove
sufficient to dire@ one to a good anchorage in this harbour. But if one is une
acquainted, and will not venture to run into Carmisound without pilot, or other
obstacles presenting themselves, then the lights on the Isle of Hvidding and
Skuddenees will prove a remarkable assistance to those who find themselves
obliged to cruize here during the night ; but in that case it is absolutely neces-
sary to be particularly attentive that the current (which is frequently viry strong
here) does not drive the vessel on either side,

—mreere.

CONVOYS.

The following is a Copy of 2 Letter received by the Master of Lloyd’s from
the Honourable William Waldegrave, Vice Admiral of the Blue, lately
Commander in Chief upon the Newfoundland station: and the Answer re-
turned thereto by direction of the Committee for managing the Concerns of
the House:

“ $1R, Aginsourt, Spithead, Nov. 12, 1798

¢ You have my permission to lay the accompanying papers oefore all those
whom they may concern.

% I am persuaded that the Underwriter cannot fail to be much pleased with
my new regulations respeding Convoys, as those regulations evidently tend ta
lessen his risk; and I am equally persuaded that the liberal and aétive Merchant,
who looks forward to quick returns, and who, in consequence, makes a point
of having his vessels well found, can be no less pleased with my endeavours ta
sharten his voyages.

Tiol, L M
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A5 to the censure that I may incur from the little parrow-minded trader.
who makes no scruple to rerard the sailing of a whole convoy, for the want.o
his vessel being properly equipped, and who, perhaps, even looks to his profit
through her capture—I leave such censuré to the contempt it deserves

“ What led me to the forming the inclosed regulations respedting Convoys,
was, that some vessels that sailed under my convoy last year for Ncwfound-
laf'ida and othexs that sailed this, were defictent in the complement of their
sails.

“ As a proof of the efficacy of my newly-established instrutions to the
Commanders of convoys, take the following fa& : Two days previous to the
Latona s sailing with her convoy from St. [ohn’s, for the ports of Portugal, [
asled Capt. Sotheron if all the masters of the vessels had received their in-
structions ? Fe eplied, ¢ No, they had not, as many of them were still ver
busy in completing the complement of their sails.”=—Can any proof be stronger!
I seck no mun’s praise on this occasion 3 1 fear no man’s censure; I know my
motive to be just, and as to the merits of the instrudions in question, I leave
them to the decision of the impartial world, and the test of time.

1 am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed)” ¢ WILLIAM WALDEGRAVE.”
T'o the Master of Lioyd's.

# s1m, ¢ Lloyd's, Dec. 5, 1798.

“ We are diredted by the Committee appointed for managing the concerns of
this heuse, to return you their sincere thanks, as well on behalf of themselves
as of the great body of Insurers of this city, for your very great care and at-
tentwn to the business pf convoys in general, during your late command on the
Newfoundland station.

“ 7The Committee desire farther to say, that they feel extremely indebted to
you for your very proper regulations respeéting the state of the sails of Mer.
chants’ ships claiming the proteéion of convoy, prior to your allowing the
masters thereof to receive their sailing instruétions; and which regulations, if
universally adopted, and extended to an inspeition of anchors and cables, they
ate persuaded would prove highly beneficial to the trading interests of the
Country

“ We have the henour to be, very respeétfully, Sir, your most obedient and
most humble seryants,

Signed) “ BENNET, TREBILCOCK, AND WHITE.”

The Hon. W Waldegrave,

Fice Admral of the Blue, Oe. .

—

Nowember 2.7, a Court of Diredtors was held at the East India House, when
the followmg times of departure were fived for the ships under-mentioned :

Glatton, for St Helena, Bencoolen, end China; Sir Edward Hughes, for
Wadras and Bombay ; Manship and 1 ord 1hurlow, for Madras and Bengal.—
1o be afloat thLec —“ail to Gravesend 23d —Be in the Downs 28th Jan. 1799,

William 1iet, new ship building by Mr. Hamilton, and Marquis of Lans-
downe, for Madras and kengal — [o be afloat 23d Dec.—Sail to Gravesend 7th
Jen 1799.—Ee in the Downs 12th Feb.

Minerva, Britanma, and Rose, for Madras and Bengal —To be afloat 7th
Jan.—34il to Gravesend 22d.—Fe in the Dbwns 27th Feb.

The two new ships, building by Mr Humble, for Madras and Bengal, Sir
ftephen Lushington, fo1 Bengal and Lencoolen; Lord Hawkesbury, for St.
Helera and Bengal — {0 be afloat 22d Jan.—Sail to Gravesend sth I'eb,~Be
in the Downs 19th March.

1he Woodford, Boddam, and Albion, for Bombay; Alfred, for Madras and
China; and Duke of Buccleugh, for China.—To {e afloat sth Ieb ~3ail to
Gravesend 20th.—Ee in the Downs 28th March.

The Hindostan, True Briten, Earl Abagavenny, and Walmer Castle, for
China—"1 o be afloat 20th Feb.—5ail to Gravesend 6th March—and to he 1m
the Downs 11th April,
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uh.{;he following Officers were sworn into the commands of their respedive
ips:

Capt. George Benham, Walmer Castle. Capt. Robert Windlow {new ship)

=—— James Martin, Woodford. Humble.
*— Thomas Garland Murray (new  —— Charles Drummond, Glatton.
ship) by Mr. Hamilton. = Henry Farrer, True Briton.

Medals, in honour of Lord Nelson’s vi®tory, are in circulation, with the fal-
lowing designs :

Oyver,e.—Religion supportinﬁ the Bust of Admiral Nelson, with her right
hand resting upon a cross and skull; by her is the British Lion, defending the
Yrish Harp. In the back ground a Pyramid and t alm Tree, to mark the country
ghere E?c victory was obtained. Legend— Nothing can oppose Firtue and

ﬁ‘&h'dg’#.

Revsrse—~An Anchor, with a Shield, on which is the Royal Arms of
England, surrounded with 2 Laurel, and a Seroll entwining it, with this \iotfo,
“ Praise be to God,”' November 2g9th, 1798 ; above, the Eye of I'rovidence, de-
noting its Influence and Favour. Legend—** Under this Sign you shall congquer.

L0SS OF THE HIRED TENDER MARGARET.

‘The following is a narrative of the loss of his Majesty s hired tender, Mar-
garet, Lieutenant John Poliexfen, Comimander, who was sent by Vice-Admiral
f{ingsmill with importaht dispatches for the squac on under the command of
Captain Home, of the Cwsar, conveyed in a letier, received by the Admiral,
rom a Gentleman residing near Dunsanaghy, zcquainting him with this me.
lancholy cvent :

« 1 feel much concern at being obliged to give you the melancholy infora
mation of the loss of the Marggret tender, with all her crew 25 in number) on
this coast, in the late violent storm. On Saturday night last, in a dreadful gale
of wind at N. W, about nine o'clock, a gun was heard, supposed 1o be from a
vessel in distress, and soon after a brig was driven upon a ridge that runs out
from the main land to the lsland of Ennisboffin, and alinost instantly went to
pieces as 1 believe this place is one of the most dangercus fora vessel to touch
apon in any weather. ‘The wreck was so complete, that when 1 got to the
shore the next morning, the stern of the vessel was lying a considetable distance
from the wreck of the ship, and the whole altogether broke into different parts.
From a piece of paper taken up along the shore, only can it be known what the
vessel was. One paper mentions the Margaret tender, john Pollexfen, Lieut.
and Commander; Collin Ross, Master and Commtander ; it scemsto be a return
of the men on board.

%, The bodies of nine men and one woman have bieen driven on shore, and
buried here: scarce any thing from the wreck has been saved.”

Nenveastle, Dec. 1. On Sunday the 18th ult, the Britannia, Capt. Caleb Wats
son, of this port (belonging to Mr. Petrie), sailed from Shiclds, laden with lead,
bacon, butter, bale goods, &e. for Londou, having 11 or 12 passengers on board.
On the Monday the wind shifted to the East, bringing cp a heavy sea, which
continued till the Friday, during which tithe the vessel beat about, and was
driven to the Northward on the Staples, near the Fern Islands, oppo.ite Balm-
brough Castle, where she was totally wrecked, and all on board, both crew and
passengers, 21 in number, unfortunately perished! Part of the vessel, with 50
twkins of butter, a carpenter’s, and 2 medicine chest, have since come ashore.
The body of a child, we hear, has also been found near Balmbroug h.—Amongst
the unfortunate sufferers on this melancholy occasion, were Mr Thomas Heron,
cabinet-maker (son of the late Major Heron of this town), his wife, and two
children; John Cool, soap-builer, and his wife (daughter of Mrs. Foreman, in
the Llose, both which famulies were un a visit here: 'f homas Scott, ship-wright
of this town, who has left 2 wite and three E‘oung children ; and Andrew Fer-

uson, a private in the Perthshire Fencible Cavalry, at present stationed here 3
the names of the other passerigers are yet unknown. Amongst those who be-
longed to the vessel, was «~!r. john Watson, the Mate, brother to :lge Captain,
Seldom did any circumstance create more heartfelt sorrow than this calamity
has done, most of the unbappy sufferers ha\rmﬁ relatives and friends here, whose
grief may easily be conceived, but cannot be described,
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GremecE. The Fox cutter, Lient Welsh, commander, sailed from tius porT,
to resume her station off the North West coast of heland. By the ann val ac~
count of shipping actually in existence, belonging to this port, made up to the
Joth of 3eptember last, there appears to be an increase of 4171 tons of shippings
and 482 seamen since the year preceding.

Guildball, Dsc. 5. In a Court of Common Council, Si¢ Johs Eamer moved
“ That the Thanks of the Court be given to Sir lohn Borlase Warren, for
his very active vigilance during the present War and particularly for the
vickory obtained over the French Fieet destined to invade and zid the
Rcbe]{ion in Ireland. That the Freedom of this City be presented to bir
John Barlase Warrem, by the Lerd Mayor, in a gold box of 100 guincas,
value —THanks of the Court were given to the Officers, Seamen, and
Marines of the Squadron.”

The Lord Mayor was requested to convey the Resolitions.
Mr. Dixon moved, and Mr. Kemble seconded,

“ ‘I'hat the condurt of John Taylor and James Harding, tavo brave scamen,
whe, at the visk of theis lives, rescued from the sea the Dispatches des-
tined for Buonaparte, were deserving of 1eward.”

The motion was recerved with great applause, and it was referred to a Com-
mittee to consider what reward those brave men deserve.

‘1 be last motion in this Court wes highly honowrable to the feelings of the
Members, because it chews that they are able to distinguish mesit, however
humble its residence.

DPREACFUL STORM.

Extract of @ Eefter from x Passenger on board the Britannia Packet, 8o the Editor of
the Cork Herald.

« Wesailed from Cove last Monday merning with a very fine breeze from
¢he N. W. and, from the appearances of the weather had net the least doubs
but what we should arrive at Bristol the day fellowing ¢ but, on the night of
the 20th, the wind had shifted to the Eastward, which increased to a very heavy
?alc. We had nearly 100 men on board, 4 horses, and but 40 gallons of watez

or the whole, and no appearance of a change of weather. We this day served
out halt a pint a man, which considerably diminished the stock, the horses being
excluded. " ©On the | hursday following the same allowance was given, which
mearly expended the whole. On that night, from the heat of the hold (the
hatches being obliged to be kept on, to prevent the vessel from filling , the
smell of the skins with which the packet was loaded, and the want of water,
the horses becanie so wild as to do a wast deal of mischief to the poor wretches
who were confined in this close place with them, they broke theit' halters and
got loose. The men now proceeded to knock them down; which they cifecied,

ut not before several of thenr were very much hurt.  The ctfies of the men,
women, and ciildren, for water, were now dreadful: asitrained at times, every
drop was spunged up; blankets, sheets, &e. were hung up to procare water.
which ere afterwards wrung in a pet; the eagerness with which the drops
were taken from the rigging was not to be conceived. When rain failed us,
sheir clathes were wetted with salt water, and put on theix bachs, which, as long
«s they remained on deck, made their situatien bearable; but the instant they
weut below their former cravings took place—many of them became frantia
others, particularly the women, were attended with faintings, one of whom dicd
on ['rday moiming. The gale now hegan to moderate, and with our shartered
sails we made to the Northward, in hopes of making the land about Dunmanus
Bay : how great was our surprise when the land we made proved to be the
8lallegs and Durzey Island ! We now saw how providentially all vur lives had
scen saved ; for, had the gule lasted anether day, we should have been driven o
entirely off the ceast as to render us unable to fetch the land, On raturday
sight two children died, and on Sunday morning we anchored in Crookhaven,
#rom which place | write this, This morning we landed the troops, many of
whom were carricd up in the arms of the peasants akmost lifcless, and many of
hamn can never recov.r. 1 hope the suffirings of the passengers of the Lritan~
nis will be a warning in foture to Masters ot Packdts, and prevent them from
subing witheut a supply of watery ak least, for a weeks Weo sal to-nioirow
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torning for Bristol, Capt, Harding, who has the command of the troops,
intends, when they are sufliciently recovered, to march them to Cork, unwilling
1o risk the probability of a similar situation.

** Passengers in the Cabin—Colonel Munro and Capt. Kennedy, of the Caith~
ness Legion; Mr. Day, Captain Fardifrg, Lieutenant Barry, Licutenant Knight,
Mr. Wallis and his Sons, Mr. Fagen, &c. These were the principal ones thas
had Led places; there were cight more that slept on trunks.

“ In the Hold~~Forty-five recruits for the Frince of Wales’s Fencibles; 15
women and 7 children ; 1% passengers, including servants.”

Portsmouth, Dec. 11, About three o clock the lawitch of the Atlas, of 92
guus, with the surgeon and seventeen meen in her, was upset at Spithead, near
the Niger frigate, when Captain Matthew Scott, of that ship, jumped over-
board, and was the means of saving three of them. All the rest were picked
up soon afterwards by other boats, but the surgeon was suffocated with sal
watcr, and could not be recovered,

dMarine Police, Dec. 12. A master of a ship was convi€ted of taking in ballast,
without making an entry thereof at the Trinity House, and paying the duties
there.  He stated in his defence, that the lighterman with whom he had agreed
for the ballast, had engaged to pay the dues under the necessary entry.  [his,
however, not being done, he was adjudged to pay the mitigated penalty of 2l. 1os.
It was colledted [rom the cvidence in the case, that masters of ships in the
xiver are rendered subject to penalties by the fraud of the lightermen, who,
having received the whole money for the ballast and tonnage dues, rarely ac-
count to the Trinity House.

Dec. 140 The Navy Board has purchased the hulls of the following prizes,
taken by Lord Nelson, at the sum of ri7,co0l. viz. Le Franklin and Tonnant,
of 80 guns; 1a Spartiate, Aquilon, Conquerant, and Souverain Peuple, of 74
guns. l'l‘he two last ships were only valued at soocl. each ; the Franklin ag

=000l
2 ‘The name of the Frenklin is to be changed to the Canopus; the Aquilon, to
the Aboukir ; and Le Souverain Peuple, to Le Guerrier.  The last is to be the
sheer-hulk at Gibraltar.

‘I'he Peters, of Hamburgh, Captain Peter Lamsen, of 220 tons burthen, put
into Harwich in distress, having fost her cables and anchors. Mr. Applehie,
the Master of the Blazer gun-boat, commanded by Lieutenant Elliot, went onr
board to press the hands. Having received information that she was laden
with linen, arms, and gun-flints, and bound to France, 2ll the papers were
seized, the consternation of the crew being so great that they had not time to
destroy one of them, She had forty.four hands on board, and her cargo is
valued at 45,000l

DESTRUCTION BY FIRE OF LA COQUILLE FRENEH FRIGATE, OF 44 GUNz

Llymouth, Dec. 15. Last evening, at four o’clock, 2 dreadful fire broke out
on board La Coquille French frigate, lying at the moorings, at the foot of Mil-
brook Lake ; it was first discovered to proceed from about the-gun-rcom in the
after part of the ship, and in less than five minutes an explosion took place, whick
blew wup the quarter-deck, and the mizen-mast fell over the side : the flames
then ran along the main deck, and caught the main mast and standing rigging,
znd from thence the fire extended itself to the fore-castle and fore-mast, so that
in half an hour the ship was wholly in flames from stem to stern, and the con-
flagration, heightened hy the darkness of the cvening, together with a very
strong easterly wind, became awfully %’I‘ujld. As the ship lay surrounded by a
number of other ships; it became absolutely necessary to remove her from her
moorings, to prevent the flames from communicating its destruétive influence,
and the Dock-yard boats and others cut her adrif:, and towed her to the Muq-
bank, to the north-eastward of Southi-down, where §he grounded : she provi-
dentially passed every ship that lay afloat withuqt doing the least damage ; hut
the Endeavour brig, of Scarboreugh, laden with coals, bound to Guernqey,
had unfortunately grounded on the mud, close to the spot where La Coquille
first brought up, by which mcuns ske caught fire, and togecher with her carge
was totally destroyeds

4
-
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A sloop belonging to Jersey, bound from Southampton to fersey, laden with
malt and four, which lay near the Endeavour, had a very narrow escapé.
The fire reached her jib boom, but by the assistance of boats from other vessels,
she was towed off to a place of safety, and the fire on board her extin uished.

La Coquille continued burning with incredible fury tilche ship was destroyed
to the susface of the water which was about eleven oclock ; but the ﬁt:c was
not wholly extinguisned this morning at nine o ~lock ; and the coals in the
bottom of the brig agiound on the bank were then in a strong body of fire.
Allthe crew of the Endeavour were saved : but many lives were lost on board
Ea Coquille by the explosion ; the number is not yet exadtly ascertained.

‘The missing ave, M# Drury Mr. Evanson, and Mr. Bate, midshipmen;
ten seamen, = womsn, and John Jellico, a sustom-house-otficer, who are sup-
posed to have been in the gun-room at the tinie the accident happened, and of
whom no vemains have yet been found. Three men and one woman were
picked up, and carried to the Royal Hospital dreadivully burnt, anu fwenty sea-
men and marines were savec by the boats attending. From the mids of the
flames a woman was seen to jump into the water. and was saved by the Naiad’s
poar. Four men were also seen to put their arms through a scuttle, and shricks
were heard, but noassstance conld be rendered them.

AlL T a Coquille’s meveable stores had been taken ashore, exept the ballast,
ano three large anchors 3 and it seerns she had been surveyed and valued for the
it;’!;ﬁc service. She was a very large handsome fragate  only three years and a

ffold and it is sud will be 10,c00l. loss to the captors.

The accident is « ariously accounted for ; that it happened by means of gun-
powder amounts to a certainty ; and that the gunvowder nrust have been con-
cealed fur some improper purpose, as the agents to the captures of ships of war
always obtain permission to land their powder at the magazine immediately on
rheir arrival, to prevent accidems, wrich might otherwise frequently happen;
i the article was left to the depredatién of the crews and others.

LOSB OF HIS Ma]‘:s'r‘r's SHIP COLOSSUY.
Scilly, Saturday, Dec. 15.

TT is with much concern 1 acquaint you with the loss of the Cobossus, of 74
grans, Captain G. Murray, on the night of Monday the roth inst. in St. Mary s
Road, nailly.

©On Friday the 7th ifist. the above Ship came in with a dire& contrary wind,
having uader her convoy eigut vessels from Lisbon, that arrived at the same
time, the rest of fhe flect haviag parted two days before for Ireland and the
northern ports. In the evening, the wind increasing to a gale, her cable parted,
and all attempts to secure tne ship failing, she drifted on a ledge of rocks,
called Southern Wells, near the Island of Sampson, from eighteen to twenty-
four feet under water, all the convoy riding in safety then and since, notwith-
standing the wind had risen to a perfedt tempest. Most fortunately not a life
was lost, save Quarter-Master Richard King, who dropped overboard in the
act of sounding  The ighabitants of the island exerted themselves to the utmost
of their ability m cuttersand open boats, and by Tuesday evening cvery nerson
was taken out and safely landed, the si¢k and wounded firsf, whereof many
were from the battle of the Nile, the mrost worthy Captain, and most to be
commisermed, remaining to the very last. The following night the ship fell on
her starboarét beam ends; and so violent was the persevering gale, that no
crafts could attempt to approach the ship, and at present ]ittlchrospe& offers
of any stores, property, or even the cHicers baggage bei 7 saved, or herealter
recovered, to any extent. ‘The ship ia szid to have been distresscd, in order to
supply other vessels of his Majesty’s fleet, and 2lso to have been in a bad state
beiore, and worse since she left Lishon. The main-mast and bowsprit are al-
ready gone over the side. Passengers, Captamy Peyton, of the Defence, at the
battle of the Nile, with Captain Draper, and two officers trom other ships;
alse 2 Mr. Harcourt and servants, with the remains of the late Admiral Shuld-
ham, intended to have been deposited under British turf.

The evening of this accident came into @ bad anchorage a French prize brig
privateer, apparently of 14 guns; in the night she drove out to sca, with a
pilot on board; for scme time was supposed o have founderedy but at length
atrived saf  Plymouth,
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ACQUITTAL OF CAPTAIN THOMPSON, &c.
i a Court Marticl assembled and held on Board bis Majesty’s Ship America, s
Monday, December 17, 1798, at Sheerngss.

THE Court, in pursuance of an order from the Commissioners for executing
the office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &e. dated the
13th of the present moath, Decemb-r, proceeded to em!uirc into the conduct of
Captain [ homas Thompson, commander of his Majesty's ship the Leander, and
such of the officers and ship’s company as were on board of her at the time she
surren.ered, and was taken possession of by the Genereux, a French ship of 74
guns, and to try them respecively for the same accordingly,

And the Court having heard the ewidence brought forward, in support ot
Captain ‘I'hompson’s nacrative of the capture of the said ship, and having very
ruaturely and deliberacely considered the whole, is of opinion—

That the gallant, and almost unprecedented defence of Captain Thompson,
of his [iajesty's late ship the Leander, against so superior a force as that of the
Genareux, is deserving of every praise his country and this Court can give ; and
that his condud, with that of the officers and men under his command, reflects
not only the highest honour on himself and them, bat ta their country at large;
and the Court do therefore most barsonrﬂ&f) acquit Captain ThOml}SOll, his officers,
and ship’s company ; and he and they are herchy most honovrably acquitted
accordingly. Signed by the Court.

The President, after the sentence was read, addressed Captain Thompson,
nearly as follows+

¢ Captain Thompson, I feel the most lively pleasnrz in returning you the
sword with which you have so bravely maintained the honour of your King
and country ; the more so as I am convinced, that when you are again called
apon to draw it in their defence, you will add fresh laurels to the wreath you
have already so. nobly won.”

The thanks of the Court were also given to Sir Edward Berry, whoe was pre-
sent on this occasion, for the gallant and altive zeal he manifested, by givin
his assistance on hoard the Leander, in the combat with the Genereux; and,
upon the return of Captain Thompson to the shore from the Court Martial, he
was saluted with three cheers by all the ships in harbour at Shecrness.

=

PROMOTIONS FROM OCTOBER TO DECEMBER.

Sir William Scott is appointed Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, on
the resignation of Sir James Marriott, and Dr. Nicholl his Majesty's Advocate
Generzl, wice Sir Willlam Scott.  Sir James was appointed his Majesty's Advo-
cate General in the year 1764, and in the year §778 was appointed Judge cf
the Admiralty, havin%- been a servant of the Crown thirty four years

The right honourable the Lord Chaneellor has becn pleased to appoint the
Rev. Doétor Alexander Duncan, of Dundee {naval chapiain to the right he-
nourable Admiral 1.ord Duncan) to the vicarage of Bolom, Northumberland,

Captain George Clarke, of the L"Aurore prison ship at Gibraltar,is appointed
to the Conquerant, one of Lord Nelson’s prizes.

Lieutenant Cuthbert, who took ths command of the Majestic after the death
of Captain Westcott, is appointed to the rank of Post Captain.

Captain Mansfield is appointed to the command of the Dryad frigate,

Captain Roebert Laurie is appointed to the Andromache frigate.

Captain Hammond, made Fost, and appointed to the Champion.

Captain Allen, of the Alecto, appointed to the Echo; and the honourable
J. B. Capel appointed to the Alecto. )

Captain Thomas Manby, to the rank of Post Captain.

Lord Camelford is appointed to the command of the Charon.

Captain Robert Honeyman is appointed to the rank of Post Captain,

Captain Plampin is re-appointed to the command of the Lowestolfe frigate,

Captain Towry is appointed to the Tortue at Plymouth,

Dec. 12. At the Levee held at St. James's this day, his Majesty was pleased
§o confer the honour of knizhthood on Captiin, now Sir Edward Berry
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DEATHS,

Admiral Lord Shuldham died lately at Lisbon at a very advanced age.—H{s
Lordship’s name stood first on the List of Admirals of the W hite Flag, being
iupior only to Lord Howe, who is Admiral of the Fleet. He was made a Post
Captain in the year 1746, a Rear-Admiral in 1770, a Vice-Admiralin 1775, 2
Peer of Ireland in 1776, and an Admiral in 1787, His body, on coming ta
England for interment, went down with the Colossus man of war, off Sully,
We understand he died without issuey in which case the title becomes extinct.
He was son to the Rev. Samuel Shuldham, a resident in the diocese of Ossory.

Captain Waller, of his Majesty’s ship Saturn, now on the Irish station, died
lately as he was walking the quarter-deck.

The 11th of September, at st John's, in Newfoundland, Mr. Robert Baylis,
son of the late Rev. Joseph Baylis, 1iector of Luggershall, Wilts, and brother of
the Rev. Mir, Baylis, of Gloucester, Licutenant of his Majesty’s ship Mercury.
Among the many escapes of a naval life of fifteen years, in which he was, with
short intervals of exception, continually at sea, the most remarkable was that
when the Centanr foundered. This ship, one of the fruits of Lord Rodney’s
memorable vidtory in the West Indies, sunk on her passage to England. Capt.
Inglefield and zhout twelve others had the good fartune to get off in the long
‘boat ; but, before they were at any material distance from the ship, Mr. Baylis,
then a midshipman. threw himself into the sea, and reached the side of the hoat,
which, though much crowded before, was just capable of allowing the additional
weightof such a lad. He was accordingly lifted into it. After 17 days and
nights encountering all the distress of hunger, thirst, and fatigue, the boat, by
skilful n-llanagcment, and the signal interposition of Providence, made the Island
of Fayal

Lic{ltcnant Branston, of the Marines, slipped his foot on going down the side
of the Yarmouth hulk, lying in Hamoaze, and was unfortunately drowned.
3e was going to the Dock Concert § and was a very fine young man,and much
yespected. It is supposed he strucl his head againit the side of the ship, and
was killed before he fell in the water.

Lieutenant Gearge Cockburne, of the Royal Navy, brother to the Rev. Mr,
Cockburne, of Emmanuel College, Cambridge. e was, during the whole
American war, in very adtive service, under Capt. Keith Elphinstone, now Lord
Kceith, in his Majesty’s ships the Pepsens and Warwick, on the American and
West India statinns.

The 224 ult. in the Island of Guernsey, Mr. William Southee, Midshipman
of his Majesty’s ship Eurydice.

Lately, at Plymouth, of the wound he received while gallantly fighting on
board his Majesty's shilp Anson, in the late brilliant sétion with the French
{rigate 1 a Loire, Francis Richard Yagler, Esq. fourth son of Thomas Watkinson
Payler, Fsq. ot llden, Kent.

The following letter was written by Captain [. N. Newman ta Sir John
Stirling, Bart. of Glorat, on the death of hus son :

¥ Mermaid, Plymouth, Nov. 815, 1798,
¢ DERAR SIR,

 IT is with great concern I have to inform you of the death of your son
Mr. James Stirling, in the adtivn of the 17th ult. with La Loire French fri:
gate. ‘1 he only consolation, Sir, I can offer you on su severe a loss, is, that

is being my aid-de-camp gave me an opportunity of witnessing his gallantry
and he fell gloriously fighting his King and Country’s cause, I sincerely sym:
pathise with you and your fanuly on this melancholy event,”

“ I am, &c.
“ JAMES NEWMAN NEWMAN.*

Captain Digby Tent, of his Majesty’s Royal Navy, died on the 15th of Noa
yember, leaving a wife and eight children 1n very distressed circumstances.
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After a life of generous toils endur’d,

Lhe Gaul subdu’d, or property securd,

Ambition hunibled, mighty ecities storny’d,

Or laws establish’d, and the world 1eform’d;

€los’d their long glories with a sigh to find

Th’ unwilling gratitude of base mankind ! Pore,

TO presetve the lautel which Fame had planted around
the tomb of the naval hero, is a duty, whose impor-
tance is very Sensibly impressed on our minds. We are
anxious not only to relate the brilliant achievements of
the present age; but, as it were, to renovate those splendid
actions that have been dimmed by the political atmosphere
in which they appeared, and whose glory was shorn of its
beams by the envious and calumniating spirit of the day.
Admiral Sir Chatles Knowles was the son of an Earl of
Bambury ¥, and a French gentlewoman of rank and un-
common beaunty. She was much noticed by Lady Walling-
ford, and also enjoyed in a considerable degree the friend-
ship of the Duchess of Dorset.
The Earl of Bambury, father to Mr. Knowles, appears
to lhave been ill calculated for a consort so amiable and

* Acit is not generally known how the family lost the title of Earl of Bam-
bury, the following particulars are given :—One of the Earls of Bambury was
married to a daughter of the Earl of Suffolk, by whom he had a son. The Earl
died suddenly. His widow, Lady Bambury, immediately married Lord Vaux,
and in eight months was brought to bed of a son ; whose father she declared
ih the Hotise of Peers was Lord Vaur. Soon after this her eldest son the Earl
of Bambury died : in consequence of which, she swore a second time in the
House, that the child she formerly assigned to Lord Vaux, was in fad the son
of her first husband, the Earl of Bambury. Owing to this prevarication, her
son lost both titles; butinherited the Bambury estates, by the decision of West-
minster Flall. The title of Earl of Bambury isat present continued by cour-
tesy, and still claimed by the family. In the list of deaths, September 1740,
appears the following :—# Charles Knowles, called Earl of Bambury, =g
ceeded by his only surviving son, the Reverend Charles Knowles,"

Tiol, L. N
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accomplished. Having dissipated about 20,000l. abroad in
fashiomable vices, and acquired that knowledge of the world
which is esteemed so essential a finish to a liberal education;
he left his son to form himsclf for the future service of his
Country in the school of adversity, which gradually esta-
blished the firmness of his chara&er, and produced an habi-
tual patience under fatigue or disappointment.— Virtues, that
afterwards enabled him, with so much success, to ‘¢ daft the
world aside, and bid it pass.”

Mr. Charles Knowles was born in the year 1702. Lord
Wallingford, his half brother, indertook the charge of his
education. At the age of fourtcen, from his own choice, he
entered into the navy. After Lord Wallingford’s death, his
widow continued the friendship of her husband, and sup-
plied the young sailor with every assistance his unproteéted
situation required.

Mr. Knowles, when a boy, was of a very lively and a&ive
disposition ; displaying in a variety of instances, a quickness
of conception, and a clearness of expression that attracted
the notice of every one who saw him. Such dispositions
and qualities naturally impelled him towards a profession,
which affords the most constant exercise to the brave and
enterprising. Having been recommended by Lord Wal-
Hingford to Admiral Sir George Byng, afterwards Lord
Torrington, he went with him as midshipman in the Bar-
fleur, ninety guns—G. Saunders and Richard Lestock,
captains; and was present at the famous battle off Cape
Passaro in Sicily, in the year 1718.

The admiral, who was appointed* commander in chief of
the Mediterranean squadron, sailed on the 15th of June
from Spithead, with twenty line of battle ships, two fire
ships, two bomb vessels, an hospital, and store ship. Pur=

* The Board of Admiralty, in the year 1718, was compaosed of James Farl
of Berkeley, Sir George Byng, Sir John Jennings, John Cockburn, and William
Chetwynd, Esqrs. Sir John Norris, and Sir Charles Wager. James Earl of
Berkeley was appointed Vice Admiral, and Matthew Aylmer, Esq Rear Adw
rairal of Great Britain,
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swing his voyage with unfavourable winds, it was the 8th
of July before he made Cape Spartel. In passing by Gi-
braltar, Vice Admiral Cornwall came out of that port and
Joined him with the Argyle and Charles galley. On the
1st of August he arrived in the bay of Naples, and quitting
it on the 6th, on the third day came in view of the Faro of
Messina. In consequence of the inteiligence he had ob-
tained, he stood through the Faro with his squadron, carry-
ing all the sail in his power. About noon the whole
Spanish fleet appeared in sight, lying by in line of battle;
consisting of twenty-seven sail, besides two fire ships, four
bomb vessels, seven gallies, and several ships laden with
stores and provisions ; under the cemmand * of Admiral
Don Antonio de Castaneta, and four Rear Admirals, Chacon,
Mari, Guevara, and Cammock.

The particulars of this well-fought and glorious a&ion,
which terminated se much in favour + of the English, do
not come within the limits of our present sabjeét . Mr.
Knowles was thus early initiated into the perils of his pro-

* M. de St. Philippe Memoires pour servir 2 L’'Histoire de L’Espagne.
Tom iii. p. 297, 298, 299.

+ Twenty-one of the Spanish ships, fourteen of which were of the line, and
three of their flag ships, were taken or destroyed.

f Tt is an extraordinary circumstance, that at the beginning and close of the
cighteenth century, two naval aétions should have taken place, which, in many
particulars, have such z coincidence with each other, as those of Sir George
Byng, and Sir Horatio Nelson. Both comimanders were hailed by the Neapo-
lirans as their deliverers from an implacable enemy ; botl passed through the
Faro of Messina in pursuit of that enemy ; and both owed in some degree their
guccess to the proud confidence of their opponcnts. Don Antonio de Casta-
neta, in oppesition to the opinion of Rear Admiral Cammock, an Irish gen-
tleman, who was by far the best scaman in the panish fleet, neglc@ed in
time to take the advantage he might have done of his situation.—Both confided
in their own strength, and despised that of the English; and what is equally
remarkable, the answer of the Spanish Monarch to the remonstrance of our
ambassador at Madrid, was couched in terms not very far removed from the
sentinients of the Freach Admiral. —¢ Ay master, said the Cardinal Alberoni to
Mr. Stanhope, will run all bazards, rather than recall the troops. The Spaniards
are not to be frightencd i==T am so wwell convinced of the flect's doing its duty, that if
the admiral should think fit to attack them, I shatl be in no fain for the success,  The
beginning of the month of August, was equally auspicious unto Sir G. Byng,
and Sir Horatio Nelson. The former also on his return to England was cre-
ated a peer of Great Britain.

N2
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fession, and doubtless admired and emulated the glory of his
admiral.

We are unacquainted with the time Mr. Knowles con-
tinued under this distinguished officer; it was probably
sufficiently long, to mark the various excellence of a cha-
racter that could so easily adapt itself to the performance
of professional or political duties, and to make that im-
pression on his youthful mind, which might have enabled
Mr. Knowles, in the subsequent periods of a life of long
service, to conduct himself in such a variety of duty, to the
satisfaction of those who employed him.

Mr. Knowles was also patronised, whilst a midshipman,
by Captain Lord Vere, and was for some time under his
command. Having passed the customary form at the Ad-
miralty, he was made lieutenant; and enjoying the repu-
tation he justly merited, of being an excellent engineer and
mechanic, was requested to superintend the building of
Westminster Bridge¥; but during the time Mr. Knowles was
absent in minutely examining the construction of the Pont
Neuf at Paris, the building of that, which was to add to
the splendour and convenience of London, was, for what
reason we know not, intrusted to the skill of others. Mr.
Knowles, however, on his return, was raised to the rank of
commander; and was afterwards, in 1731, made post by his
old patron, then Lord Torrington.

When lieutenant of a frigate Mr. Knowles was cast away
on the isthmus of sand to the northward of Gibraltar,
where Fort Barbara now stands: himself and fifty men
were saved. He on this occasion received great civilities
from Field Marshal Comte Lascey, who commanded at the
siege which had then commenced.

Previous to the year 1739, the Spanish Guarda Costas
boarded and plundered every ship they met, and exercised a

degree of savage ferocity on the crews, that would have dis-

* When the model of Westminster Bridge was evamined hefore a committes
of the House of Commens, Admiral Knowles declared the bridge would give

way in particular parts, and proved it by pressing the model. The bridge was
nevertheless built, and gave way as he had foretold,
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graced even the chara&er of pirates *. Letters of marque
and reprisal, on our part, were accordingly issued ; an em-
bargo was laid on all outward bound vessels, and a fleet was
immediately assembled at Spithead. The whole of the
English force, then in commission, consisted of eighty-four
men of war, besides thirty-two that were ready. The entire
navy of Spain amounted to thirty-three ships of war; those
of the flota, which are properly merchant ships, included.

Vice Admiral Vernon sailed on the 20th of July 1739 for
the West Indies with nine men of war. Captain Knowles,
having on February 4th, 1737, been promoted to the com~
mand of the Diamond frigate, was ordered to get ready for
sea, with some other ships, to reinforce Mr. Vernon, pre-
vious to the open commencement of hostilities with Spain,
Admiral Vernon arrived at Jamaica on the 23d of Oc¢tober;
and had the satisfaétion whilst off Port Royal, to + see the
Diamond standing into the harbour with two Spanish vessels
in tow, one of which was a register ship with 120,000 pieces
of eight, and clothing for 6oco men, onboard. The Dia-
mond, not being able to sail from the island with the Ad-
miral {, joined him at Porto Bello on the 27th of No-
vember: five days after the place had surrendered to the
Britisk arms.

The abilities, which Captain Knowles possessed 2s an
engineer, were highly valued by the admiral, and became of
essential service to him. He was soon appointed chief su-
perintendant of the mines employed to demolish the Spanish
fortifications which had been taken: a task that demanded
considerable ability, as the walls were so well constructed,

* A most shocking instance of Spanish barbarity appeared in the case of one
Jenkins, master of a Scotch merchant ship ; who, at the bar of the House of
Commons, held his ear in his hand, which had been torn from his head by the
crew of a Guarda Costa ; who declared they would do the same by his master.
They tortured him in the most wanton barbarity, and threatened him with in-
stant death. Being asked by a member, what were his theughts when he was
in the hands of these barbarians? he answered—JI recommended my soul to God,
and my cause to my couniry.

+ Campbell’s Lives, vol. iv. New Ed.

{ Admiral Vernon sailed from Jamaica with six ships. During a debate ia
the House, on the Spanish depredations, he had declared he would undertake
to reduce Forto Bello with that number,
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and were become so firm by time, as almost to resist any ime
pression the workmen employed on this dangerous service
could produce. After three weeks continued labour, this
herculean task, with the expenditure of 122 barrels of
Spanish gunpowder, was completed. Captain Knowles ex-
ecuted his orders so much to the satisfa&ion of his admiral,
that from this time Mr. Vernon not only consulted him in
all his subsequent land operations, but also confided * to his
zeal all such enterprises as demanded the various talents in
which this officer so greatly excelled.

Admiral Vernon having thus completely destroyed the
strength of a place, which before was considered as proof
against every attack, abandoned his conquest, and on the
13th of December returned to Jamaica. Captain Knowles
was left with orders to cruise off Carthagena, to prevent
the arrival of any supplies, and to watch the motions of the
enemy in a quarter where Mr. Vernon intended soon to
attack them. Having performed this service, the Diamond
sailed for Jamaica to refit, and, on the 13th of March 1740,
joined the admiral’s fleet, which had returned to Porto
Bello, to repair the damages sustained during a bombard-
ment of that place. Captain Knowles immediately received
his orders to repair on board the success fire ship; and
sailed, accompanied with the tender, to examine the entrance
of the river Chagre: by his obseivations, Mr. Vernon de-
termined in what manner it would be most adviseable ta
conduct the attack on the castle of St. Lorenzo, at its en-
trance,

Under the proteétion of this castle the dreaded Guarda
Costas were accustomed to ride secure. Two of these
Spanish pirates, all that now remained of them on the coast,
were lying in the river, Having executed this service of
peril, with the coolness and resolution that always distin-
guished him, he was appointed to the fire ships, bomb
ketches, and small craft, destined to reduce the castle. Such
was his determined bravery, that at noon day he boarded,

* Charnock.
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with the beats, a Spanish ship of 70 guns, under the bat-
teries, with 350 men; the late Admiral Boscawen went
a volunteer in his boat. Captain Knowles kept up a spi-
rited bombardment and cannonade, from three o’clock in
the afternoen until near ten at night; when Admiral
Vernon, with two other ships of the squadron, got in to
support him,

On Monday, the 24th of March 1740, the Spaniards
hung out a flag of truce from the fost, which the admiral
answered from his own ship. The firing was instantly or-
dered to cease, and Captain Knowles sent on shore; who
soon returned with Don Juan Carles Gutierer de Ranettas,
the governor. The capitulation being settled, Captain
Knowles accompanied Don Juan to the shore; and, asa
reward for the distinguished services he had rendered, the
honour of being appointed governor of the castle for his
Britannic Majesty, was conferred upon him. A garrison,
of five lieutenants, with 1zo men, being assigned.

At three o’clock Captain Knowles entered the forty, with
his distinguished prisoner. The same evening he placed a
strit guard over the custom house, built on the opposite
side of the river Chagre. By day break Admiral Vernon
came on shore, and gave the necessary orders for shipping
off the different goods *, that had been destined for the
galleons. The two Guarda Costa sloops in the river,
were sunk juft above the custom house, after their decks
were first broken up. The custom house being entirely
cleared by Friday the 28th, was filled with combustible
matter, that burnt with great flerceness all the night.
Mines were then sprung, under the direftion of Captain
Knowles, which entirely demolished the lower bastion, and
some of the upper works. All the inner apartments of the
eastle were then set on fire: and though the recital of these
dreadful a&s of hostility must fill the mind of the reader

¥ The whole of the captured goods was valued at 70,000l, besides plate, and
other effedts fo a considerable amount.
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with sorrow; yet let it be remembered, they were executed
on the den of the plunderer, on the lurking place of the
rapacious and cruel pirate, as a sacrifice due to the manes of
those mariners, who had been tortured, and insulted in the
very agonies of suffering, by the barbarity of the Spanish
Guarda Costas. On the 3oth of March, Captain Knowles,
with the rest of the admiral’s squadron, put to sea; they ar-
rived off the harbour of Porto Bello on the 1st of April,
and on the 3d of May returned with the chief of the
squadron to Port Royal Jamaica.

During part of the remainder of the year 1740, Captain
Knowles was employed in cruising. On Monday the 4th
of August, he arrived at Spithead, in company with the
Torrington, Captain Knight, and a convoy of twenty-five
merchantmen. In* the same month he was appointed to
the Litchfield of 5o guns,and Captain Osborne succeeded to
the command of the Diamond.

On the 26th of O&ober 1740, Captain Knowles sailed
from St. Helen’s with Sir Chaloner Ogle’s formidable fleet ;
sent to reinforce Mr. Vernon in the West Indies, and to
co-operate with Anson, by means of intelligence conveyed
across the Isthmus of Darien. Mr. Knowles appears in this
fleet as commanding the Weymouth, (6o guns, 400 men)
and did not return to the Litchfield until after the siege of
Carthagena. The fleet, on clearing the Channel, were dis-
persed by a violent tempest. Captain Knowles reached the
West Indies a few days before the rest; having parted from
the Admiral, 300 leagues to the eastward of Barbadoes. He
was received by his former patron with all the blunt cor-
diality and affe&tion of his charafter; and continued to
enjoy, without diminution, his confidence and esteem. On
the 23d of December in this year, Captain Knowles mar-
ried Miss Alleyne, sister to Sir John Gay Alleyne, Bart. of
Barbadoes ; whose other sister married Mr. Bouverie, after-
wards Earl of Radnor. By this marriage Mr. Knowles had

* Gentleman's Mag 1740, page 413.
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one son Edward *, who was lost to his country when the
Peregrine sloop of war foundered at sea.

On the 16th of February 1741, a council of war was
called, composed of the principal officers, on the breaking
up of which it was resolved to make a vigorous ate
tack on Carthagena, both by sea and land. Captain
Knowles, to whom on all occasions the admiral applied,
being so justly sensible of the value of his services, re-
ceived orders to reconnoitre the place, and to examine in
what quarter the attack might be made with the greatest
prospect cof success. Every subsequent measure was
formed on tle opinion given by this able officer +. He was
immediately sent, after the due performance of his first
orders, to sound the entrance of the harbour, without the
Tierra Bomba: Captains Laws, Renton, and Cooper ac-
companied him. The plan of attack was settled on Captain
Knowles’s report, and 2 general assault en the Bocea Chica

castle determined on.
In the evening of March the 4th, 1741, the whole fleet

anchored in a bay called Playa Granda, to windward of Car-

* Captain Edward Knowles was bern in the year 1744, and educated at
Tton school; where, as we are informed by 2 gentleman, who was his school-
fellow, he gained the love and esteem of every one: Lis eharacter being so ami-
able, his manners so insinuating, and his general aspedt cof so superior a cast.
His mother was a most lovely woman, and her son by no means degenerated
from the beauty of his parent. Lord Howe tock him first to sea in the Mag-
nanime. He afterwards went lientenant with Admiral Sir Charles Saunders to
Louisbourgh ; where he boarded the Prudent of 64 guns with the other boats
of the squadron. He was made commander 1 the Peregrine sloop, formerly the
‘Caroline Yacht. 71his yacht had a poop added, and in consequence it became
difficalt to svear her. A post comimission was made out for Mr. E. Knowles,
at the Admiralty, which he never received : for orders being sent to the port
admiral at Portsmouth, to send out dispatches, by the first ship that sailed, to
Belleisle and Lishon, containing the declaration of war with Spain; the Pere-
grine sloop being ready for sea, Mr Knawles embarked’ an:i arrived safely at
Belleisle, where Commeodore Keppel endeavoured to detain him, as the weather
was stormy. Fis earnest entreaties however to put to sea prevailed at length
svith the commodore.—He saled, and was never heard of afterwards. A por-
trait of this gentleman was painted by the late Mr. Coates, from a prufile shade,
and the description given by his father.

+ Charnock.’s biog. naval. the only writer who appears to have been aftuated
wvith a desire to render justice to this eminent servant of his country.

Tial, L o
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thagena. A breach having been made in the castle of Bocea
Chica, the admiral # sent his engineer Captain Knowles to
make a diversion that might draw off the attention of the
enemy. Captain Knowles had with him the Captains
‘Watson, Cotes, Dennis, Cleland, and Broderick, and car-
ried some cohorn mortars and patarerocs, which it was
judged might be used against Fort St. Joseph. Ob-
serving the consternation into which the Spaniards were
thrown, Captain Knowles immediately formed the bold
projeét of rtowing in the boats, close under the lee shore, and
storming the fort: this was accordingly done, and the fort
taken possession of about ten o’clock that night. lmme-
diately after this success, finding the enemy were sinking
their ships, they rowed with all their strength ; and being
within the boom, boarded the admiral Don Blas De Leso’s
ship the Galicia, in which they took the captain, the cap-
tain of marines, an ensign, and sixty men prisoners ; who,
not having had boats to escape in, had delayed sinking the
ship. This being accomplished, Captain Knowles pro-
ceeded with his detachment to cut the boom and cables, that
were fixed across from Fort St. Joseph to the castle of
Bocca Chica, and fastened at each end with thiee large
anchors. A clear entrance was thus inade into the harbour
for the English fleet.

On the next morning, the 26th of March, the admiral
hastened into the harbour; the same evening the Burford
and the Orford, advanced as fast as the wind would allow
them, and placed themselves across the harbour, just without
gun shotof Castillo Grande. The rest of the ships followed
as they were able. The Weymouth, Captain Knowles, get-
ting in the same afternoon ¥, the admiral sent him with the
Cruizer sloop, to destroy the enemy’s batteries at Passo
Cavallos, and to seize what hulks were there ; which he ex-
ecuted on the 28th, having destroyed two batteries of cight
guns on each side the entrance into Passo Cavallos.

* 1 ondon Gazettea,



OF SIR CHARLES KENOWLES. g9

On the goth in the evening, the admiral ordered *
Captain Knowles, in the Weymouth, to discover what
he could of the enemy; who the same night, proceed-
ing a little beyond the advanced guards, observed the
Spaniards to be engaged in removing different articles out
of the fortress called Castillo Grande; and discovered in
the morning, that they had sunk the two remaining men of
wai, the Conquestador and Dragon. He immediately gave
notice of this to Sir Chaloner Ogle, who lay between the
admiral and his advanced guards, the Burford and Orford.
Captain Knowles was by him ordered to advance with the
Weymouth, and fire on the castle; but the guns of the
enemy remaining silent, the signal was made to man and arm
the boats; who rowed up direftly to the fort, and took
possession of it without opposition. The Admiral imme-
diately appointed this brave and altive officer, the governor:
—he being well gualified, to use the very words of the Gazette
letter, from Admiral Vernon and Brigadier General Went-
worth, to the Duke of Newecastle, 10 make bis remaris from it,
bow we may take cur advantages to push on still successfully.

The command of Captain Knowles in this station, as may
be supposed, was merely temporary, and only continued until
the fleet had worked through the narrow entrance into the
great lake, or inner harbour of Carihagena. He then re-
turned to the Weymouth, and having got her safely through
the same passage, was immediately sent to attack the bat-
teries at Passo Cavallos, a creek, by means of which Cartha-
gena was partly supplied with provisions. ‘This service he
performed with his usual diligence, and it was the last of
importance, which he had any opportunity of rendering,
before the place was evacuated by the English. The dee
struétion of the forts, however, continued to be assigned to
him. The entire demolition of Castillo Grande, under his
diredtions, was finished on the 25th, and fifty-nine pieces

? | ondon Gazette.

o2
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of oydnance rendered unserviceable, Having thus completed
the demolition of all the forts that commanded the harbour,
and carried off a great store of lime and lime stone for
the hospital building at Jamaiea, Admiral Vernon left the
place, and on the 19th arrived at Port Royal; where it
had been resolved, in a gencral council of war, held on the
23d and 24th of April, to return.

Soon afterwards Captain Knowles appears to have returned
into the Litchfield of 5o guns, and to have been in the
squadron, left under the command of Commodore Davers
for the prote&tion of Jamaica. He was most probably at this
time employed in fortifying * the harbour of Port Antonio
in that island; in making careening places for his Majesty’s
ships, both there and at Port Royal; and, towards the close
of the year, in performing the same service at Antigua,

Admiral Vernon being returned to England, the com.
mand of the fleet in the West Indies devolved on Sir Cha-
loner Ogle. In the month of February 1743, Captain
Knowles, who at that time had the command of the Suffolk,
received his instruétions from the Admiralty to take the
Burford under his command, and to proceed with them as
soon as possible to Barbadoes. On meeting with any of
the shipst mentioned below, he was to deliver the packets
that were enclosed, to their commanders, and to proceed
with them to Antigua 1.

On his arrival at that island, he was to give his Majesty’s
orders to the commanding officer in Lieutenant General
Dalziel’s regiment of foot, that 400 men of that regiment
might embark with hime The Falmouth, Comet bomb, and
a viGualling ship, were also to join the squadron ; which
being completely equipped, Commodore Knowles was to

* Sece his memorial, which we have inserted, that was presented to the
King, on his arrival from Russia.

+ 8carborough, Advice, Norwich, Eltham, Lively, Pembroke’s prize, Otter
sloop.

} Captain Knowles was the first person who ever attempted, to carry a ship
of the line into English Harbour Antigua.
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proceed to the coast of Caraccas, where the Guipuscoa com-
pany had established settlements at the towns of La Guira ¥,
and Porto Cavallo, against which places his whole force
was to be concentered.

According to the same direftions, he was to call a covncil
of war, before he arrived in sight of the coast, and to lay his
mstruétions before the members of it. He was also to allow
Captain Thomas Sommers, who served asa volunteer, to have
a vote at all general consultations. Besides these orders,
Commodore Knowlesreceived additional instruétions, which
in some measure, contradicted the former ones. These ap-
pear to have put the council, held on the occasion, to some
difficulty, whether they should first attack La Guira or
Cavallos. At length, however, they came to an unanimous
opinion, as appears from the result + of a general consul-
tation, held on board his Majesty’s ship Suffolk, February
17th, to make the first attack on La Guira.

But before we attend this gallant officer on his expedition,
who now, for the first time, hcisted his broad pendant as
commander of a detached squadron, it will be necessary to
make some previous refleCtions. ‘The Spaniards, against

® In 1742, this a&ive officer had obtained from a West Indian an account of
La Guira. It appears that the intelligence Mr. Kaowles procured at diffcrent
periods of his lif cost him no less a sum than 20,000l

+ We, having taken the instructions of the Right Honourable the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty into consideration, together with such infor-
mations as were given of the enemy’s situation and strength at La Guira, and
Forto-Cavallo, unanimously are of opinion, that it will be most for his Ma-
jesty’s service, and for the honour and reputation of his arms, to make the
first attempt on the enemy, by seizing or destroying such ships and vessels, as
shall be found at La Guira : as it will be striking terrer into the enemy, giving
great spirit and encouragement to his Majesty’s scamen and soldiers, and be 2
means of coming, at a more certain account of the enemy’s strength and situs
ation at Porto-Cavallo, and particularly at a knowledge of the dispositions and
humours of the native Spaniards, in order to facilitate and settle a corres<
pondence and harmony betwixt them, agreeable to the original design of the
expedition, Given under our hands, &e. &ec. &e.

Charles Knowles, T. Gregory,
Geo. Lucas, Elliot Smith,
F. Lushington, Richard Watkins,
E. Smith, Smith Callis,

William Lisle, 1. SOMMErs
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whom this force was intended, were beyond measure Irti=
tated at the disgrace, which the skill and valour of Captain
Knowles, as we have already related, had been so instiu-
mental in bringing upon them. The old Castilian spirit
began in some degree to revive, and they resolved by every
means in their power to retrieve the laurels they had lost.
The governor of the Caraccas was by no means inscnsible
to this awakening disposition ; and by some means or other
had certainly received intelligence of the intended expedition
two months before it sailed. Nothing that could tend to his
security had been neglected. The garrisons were augmented
by a numerousbody of Indians, Mulattoes, and negrees, whom
he had properly trained; and he had also prevailed on the
Dutch governor of Curagoa, an island of the lesser Antilles,
to supply him with a considerable quantity of ammunition *,
Commodore Knowles, in addition to these obstacles, was
unfortunate in having some officers, by no means worthy of
such a commander : a circumstance, which however painful
to relate, in justice to his charaéter should be made known 4.

With an enemy, thus prepared to receive him, and with
these evils to surmount, Commodore Knowles set sail for
La Guira. Nothing but the habitual patience, resolution,
and a&tive spirit of his charalter, could have enabled hin to

* In the postscript of a letter, sent after the expedition by the commodore to
the Admiralty, he says—¢ Of the 230 volunteers I acquainted you in my last 1
got at CuraCoa, the governor stopped near 750 of them, and would have done
so by them all, had it not been for the captain of the Dutch man of war in port,
who was very zealous and ready in assisting us; as, on the contrary, the go-
vernor was in assisting the Spaniards: for he supplied them: with ten tons of
powder, and other ammunition, just before I arrived; though the greatest
part of the merchants of the island of Curagoa, petitioned him to the contrary.
‘Which he not regarding, they drew up a protest against his proceedings, and
have sent it home to Holland. As this man is a professed enemy to the
English, I thought it was my duty to acquaint their Lordships of his pre-
ceedings,

+ To Thomar Corbett, Esq. Admiralty.
“ Sim, Suffolk, off Porte Cavallo, April 22.

¢ T have lodged this in the hands of Captain Smith of the Burford, in case of
any thing happening to me : [ write it the evening before T go to battle, for
their Lordship’s information, with my reasons for suspending and superseding
Captain ~—, &c. &c. &c. 1 hope their Lordships will deal the same by Captain
~—— for deserting me.”—It appears therefore, by this letter, that not less than
two officers of rank proved unworthy of the service..
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tondué the whole as he did, with such impediments to op-
pose his success.

On the 18th, says the commodore in his private letter, I made
the white rock, and Cape Caldera on the main. During the night I
ran down the main, under an easy sail ; and in the morning, being
about five leagues to the eastward of La Guira, sent the Otter sloop
ahead, to see what ships were in the road ; who by eight oclock made
the signal for discovering a fleet, upon which I called a second con-
sultation ; wherein it was agreed to batter the town, and destroy the
ships: as they were hauled so close in shore, the one could not be
done, without the other being first silenced.

About one o’clock the Burford, who led, began the attack *;
against whom the cnemy at first made but a slight fire. In less than
an hour all the squadron were at anchor, and began to cannonade very
smartly. By three o’clock the enemy had slackened their fire very
much ; but the Burford receiving a shot, between wind and water,
cut her cable, and quitted the line. Her captain (Lushington) lay
dying of his wounds.

Myself, the Advice, and Lively, continued cannonading, the Scar-
borough and Bomb Ketch playing their shells, in hopes of silencing
the batteries ; especially as a fortunate shell had fallen into one of the
largest batteries on the side of the hill, blown up the magazine, and
set it on fire. About eight o’clock, finding the enemy had great ad-
vantage over us, for want of day light to take good aim, I ceased
firing. I had determined, during the darkness of the night, to have
cut adrift, or set on fire the enemy’s ships, and gave orders accord-
ingly : but most of the boats beiug disabled by shot, and the men
so greatly fatigued, it was found impraéticable. The next day, the
remaining part of the ships were employed in preparing for a second
encounter. Between one and two o’clock, just as the moon was set,
Isent away the boats, under the command of my third lientenant, {my
first having been extremely fatigued, and my second ill}, with orderws
to cut the ships adrift, and let them drive on shore, or burn them;
whichever could be done with the most ease and least hazard, Ac-
cordingly, about three o’clock, the boats boarded them without any
resistance, all the people being ashore : but the licutenants, instead of
complying with their orders, findirg the first ship they went onboard
a fine large new ship and partly laden; as soon as theyhad cut seme
of the cables, towed her away with the boats, while others were suf-
fered to plunder : who making a noise, and firing pistols to break
open locks, alarmed the town,

* Earl Howe was an officer in this ship undxr Captain Lushington. wid.
page 3 of this work.
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